
RE: Part 2 - Life with the First Church Family for the next several weeks. 
 
 
Blessings Everyone, 
 
I hope you took time to read my letter from yesterday. In case you did not, I want to re-iterate 
that all ministry events that involve being in close physical proximity to one another have been 
cancelled through April 5.  
 
Like many of you, I am feeling a little anxious about these times. How do we balance life, work, 
and ministry while protecting the vulnerable in our congregation and community? Practice 
exceptional personal hygiene, practice social distancing by keeping six feet between you and 
other persons, and self-quarantine as much as possible. Please do so. 
 
Life, including the life of faith will be different over the next several weeks. Following is some 
information you will want to know about how we will be conducting life as a congregation 
during this time. 
 

1. If you found the link to the article titled, “A coronavirus cautionary tale from Italy: Don’t 
do what we did” broken, that’s because of the parenthesis I added at the beginning and 
end of the link. Use this link and you should be able to read it now. Click on this, 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/13/opinion/coronavirus-cautionary-tale-italy-
dont-do-what-we-did/. 

 
2. The staff is still fulfilling their responsibilities and available. However, they have been 

instructed not to physically meet with the congregation unless all parties can maintain 
the six-foot social distancing requirement. Please do not just drop by the offices so we 
can minimize inadvertent contact or potential spread of the Coronavirus. You are 
encouraged to call, text, email, or Face Time staff and each other. 

 
3. Will the offices be open?   

Yes. Although office hours may be a little more flexible for them and there may be times 
when they chose or are required to office remotely. 

 
4. Will there be Worship Services? 

Absolutely! We will continue to live stream worship at 10:15 AM every Sunday morning.  
We will have a skeleton crew providing this vital ministry. Worship will look something 
like this:   

 Greeting and Announcements 

 Opening Prayer 

 Video  

 Guided or Pastoral Prayer. Households/families will be invited to pray 
with one another. 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/13/opinion/coronavirus-cautionary-tale-italy-dont-do-what-we-did/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/13/opinion/coronavirus-cautionary-tale-italy-dont-do-what-we-did/


 Offering (Everyone will be given a couple of moments to write their 
check, give electronically on the website, or place their cash in an 
envelope to be mailed or brought to the church when it’s 
appropriate). 

 Doxology or music of some sort. 

 Message 

 Commitment and music for reflection. 

 Holy Communion (April 5. You will want to have some bread and juice 
available in the home. I will consecrate the elements via livestream 
and you will serve yourself or one another in the home.) 

 Benediction 
 

To use livestream go to www.stuttgartfumc.org and click on the worship tab and 
then the livestream tab. You are also asked to email the church office to let us 
know that you participated in worship.   

 
5. Will my small group still meet? Most likely, but that depends more on your group and 

the group leader. The staff and I will be using an online service called Zoom to connect 
with our groups during their regularly scheduled time. Zoom allows for multiple people 
to meet for video conferencing using their computer, tablet, or smart phone. If you 
would like your group to use this or have questions about it, please contact the staff 
member responsible for the meeting and they will do their best to help you get started.  
 

6. Will there still be committee meetings? There could be.  Again, this depends on the 
group and their leadership. I would encourage committees and others to have their 
meetings using Zoom. This will help keep some sense of normalcy and routine in 
people’s lives. Remember, Christ is King, not Corona! Decisions can still be made by 
sending out an email with an agenda asking members to respond regarding decisions 
that need to be made. Most smartphones allow you to call several people at the same 
time. A committee can also create a group text using apps like “GroupMe”. Just 
download them from the App Store associated with your device. 

 
7. I am asking each small group and committee to take the responsibility to take care of 

one another in their group during this time. Call one another, email or text one another, 
and see how each is doing. Be sure to pray for one another, your church, Stuttgart, and 
our nation. 

 
8. We have several lovely people who are homebound. If you know someone who is 

homebound take it upon yourself to contact them throughout the week and inquire of 
their needs. Consider running errands for them.   
 

9. We are launching a new congregational care ministry to the homebound led by Jack 
Coker. Please let Jack know if you would like to be involved. He can be reached at 870-

http://www.stuttgartfumc.org/


830-4889 or jackbcoker@gmail.com. We are also in the process of updating the names 
on our Homebound listing. Please notify the church office if there is a church member 
you think would benefit from being on this list. Don’t assume they already are or that 
we are aware of their need.   

 
10. Give to Coronavirus Crisis Relief. The COVID-19 Panel suggested we set up a special fund 

to receive donations to help those who are impacted by the Corona Crisis. For example, 
Jacob’s Ladder has closed at this time and there are many hourly staff members who 
live paycheck to paycheck. We want to be able to help them to weather this storm as 
much as we can. You can send a contribution to the church office by mail, or go to the 
church website and click on the “Give Now” tab. We ask that this giving be over and 
above what you typically give to the church as our ministry continues during the time of 
crisis. 

 
11. We will be increasing communication with the congregation by sending out weekly 

updates and words of encouragement through an abbreviated form of the Messenger.   
 

12. Join the Stuttgart FUMC Facebook group. This is a great place to stay in touch with one 
another along with what’s going on in the life our church. We will also post updates 
here as well. 
 

13. Check the church website for updates as well at www.stuttgartfumc.org. 
 

14. Don’t squander these days. Make the most of them. For everyone who is out of school 
or taking a break from work, use some of this time to build up your spiritual immune 
system by reading scripture, praying, and growing in Christ. You can still walk the 
Camino at home.    

 
If there is something that I missed please contact me and let me know. I will try and address 
that in an upcoming communication piece.   
 
Writing to the Christians in Rome, Paul said, “I long to see you so that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to make you strong-that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each 
other’s faith.” (Romans 1.11-12) 
 
Let’s try to mutually encourage one another so that our faith grows and thrives over the next 
few weeks. 
 
Until next time. Remember Christ, not Corona, is still King! 
 
Pastor B 
 


