
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Sun Valley, Idaho 

April 30, 2020 

Re-ignite the Fire! 
St. Thomas Plan to Re-Gather on Pentecost Sunday 

Cautionary Information. St. Thomas’ fi rst priority is its parishioners. Hence, as we re-

gather, we will, like many organizations, follow safe-parishioner protocol until otherwise 

warranted. Such protocol will include safe distancing and methods of  engagement that avert the 

spread of  germs. Importantly, the St. Thomas protocol will ask every parishioner and visitor to 

make individual sacrifi ces for the greater good. We are all in this together, and at least for a season, 

church services will be different than you are used to. Please do not attend church if  you 

have symptoms of  COVID-19, fall into a vulnerable category, or are at all 

concerned about being around other people.  

Re-Opening! Bishop Brian Thom has indicated that Idaho Episcopal churches are to 

continue social isolation until Memorial Day, May 25, 2020. Hence, May 31, 2020, the Day of  

Pentecost, the day of  fi re and Holy Spirit, will be our fi rst Sunday together. Eucharist will be 

offered, as indicated below.  

Services. Attendance at services will be number-restricted to assure safety by appropriate 

distancing. Staff  will organize the church space and mark pews in a way that spaces families and 

individuals safely apart. To make this possible, St. Thomas will add an additional Sunday service. 

Times for services will be: 8am, 10am, and noon. The three services will be identical Rite II 

eucharists with music offered at all three, including the early service. By adding a service, we hope 

to distribute attendance evenly across the three services. Pews and other hard surfaces will be 

wiped clean following services. We might reconfi gure pews to maximize safety and attendance. 

Also, your staff  and vestry have discussed and hope to offer an outdoor service for the entire 

congregation one Sunday during June. 

Sign-up. Please sign-up for one of  the Sunday services in advance at the St. 

Thomas website (stthomassv.org) or by calling Judi Fuller at the church offi ce. If  you do not sign-
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up, you will be allowed a seat only once it is obvious that pew space is available. Some seating will 

be saved  at each service for visitors who do not know to sign-up.  

Service Elements. Communion will be offered in the form of  wafers at each service. 

Wine will be blessed and offered only to designated parishioners (an individual, couple or 

family), as a symbolic representative of  all of  us. Unfortunately, the peace will continue without 

touching. Bulletins will contain the entire service and books will not be used. You can pick up 

bulletins on a table on the sidewalk outside the church. Ushers will stand nearby, but at a safe 

distance, and will welcome without shaking hands. No offering plate will be passed, but a plate 

will be easily accessible for your offerings. Music will be offered (and may be in the form of  

hymns), but the choir will not process or sit together. Coffee Hour will continue to be postponed 

until a future date. 

Entrance, Seating and Masks. Attendees will enter through the double doors on the 

Sun Valley Road side of  the church rather than by the church bell. Seating will be on a fi rst-

come, fi rst-served basis. Each pew will be marked to indicate where to sit. Couples and families 

are asked to sit together. It goes without saying, but masks are required of  all participants.  

Video/Online Posting. Assuming some parishioners will not be comfortable coming to 

church for a while, we will live-stream one Sunday service each week. Following live-streaming, 

the service will be posted both on the St. Thomas FaceBook page and on the website 

(stthomassv.org).   

Masks/Sanitizer. If  possible, disposable masks will be available to people who do not 

bring one with them. Hand sanitizer will be available liberally.  

Venmo/Electronic Giving. For those who prefer online giving over plate offerings, St. 

Thomas will offer at least one online giving vehicle. 

Nursery. Nursery cannot be offered safely, but all parishioners are encouraged to welcome 

children and families in services - understanding that, at times, small children make noise! Lots of  

fun noise! 
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