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October 15, 2019 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioner, 
 
I am excited by this year’s stewardship theme, “Shining Our Light,” taken from the 
fifth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel.  We shine the light both as individuals and as a 
community of faith. 
 

We are light bearers individually when we share the grace of God to a world in 
need. We do this through our work, friendships, community service and financial     
giving. Both the need and call are powerful and dynamic.  
 

Similarly, we are light bearers as the St. Thomas community of faith when we 
share the grace of God by our common worship, in welcoming visitors, through 
pastoral care and in ministry to the wider community. How we, as a church      
community, use our time, talents, and treasure affects the brightness of our light. 
Here, I think of the St. Thomas playhouse, meals prepared for hungry families, the 
St. Thomas choir and altar guild, Eucharistic Visitors, and so many other beacons 
emanating from our St. Thomas community. 
 

I have been asked to serve as your stewardship chair this year. The Stewardship 
Committee is very enthusiastic with regard to the light we share. We are energized 
by the addition of Kathleen Bean as Associate Rector. Having a second priest is 
new to us, and I am sure you’d agree, what a gift she has been! As you might  
expect, budgeting for additional clergy along with the anticipated arrival of a new 
rector is, in and of itself, a call to each of us to to step-up our giving. The typical 
annual increases in maintenance and healthcare costs, along with this expanded 
clerical staffing, will necessitate an estimated 11% increase in church budgeting.  
 

You may not be aware of this fact, but the per-parishioner giving at St. Thomas    
is a tad lower than the national average among episcopal churches. We are      
fortunate in that our buildings were paid for long ago and we have no debt. Yet,   
to continue on our exciting new path, I would like to invite you to pledge more   
generously this year than last. 
 

I hope you’ll join me as we continue to shine the light of Christ in church, in our 
community and in our lives. 
 
      Faithfully, 

       


