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MEETING MINUTES 

NTAA STANDING MONTHLY MEETING 

September 14th, 2020 

  

NTAA Executive Committee: Primary and Alternate Representatives in Attendance 

           Region 

1 Bill Thompson X   

Region 

6 

Craig 

Kreman X  

Region 

9 

Wilfred J. 

Nabahe X 

  Marvin Cling X     

 

    John C. Parada  

Region 

2 

Angela 

Benedict X     

 

       

  Steve Smith    

Region 

7 Billie Toledo X  

Region 

10 Carol Kriebs X 

Region 

4 Scott Hansen X     

Allison 

Gienapp X    Lucas Bair X 

  Tiffany Lozada X            

 

     

Region 

8 

Randy 

Ashley X  Alaska Ann Wyatt  

Region 

5 Brandy Toft X     

Linda Weeks 

Reddoor   

 

Maranda 

Hamme  

  Joy Wiecks                  

 

EPA Representatives and 

others 

 

NTAA Staff / Fiduciary 

Representatives 

 

Ex-Officio Members / 

Others 

Pat Childers 
OAR X  

Andy Bessler X 

 

Ann Marie 

Chischilly, ITEP 

 
James Payne 

OAQPS X  
Dara Marks Marino  

 

Chris Lee  

TAMS Center  

Chuck Buckler 
 X  

Mariah Ashley X 

 

Jessie Mroz, 

OTAQ  

 

Secody Hubbard IED X  

 

Mark Daniels, ITEP 
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Sara Terry 
OAQPS X  

Mehrdad Khatibi 
X 

   

X = present on the call 

 

 

NTAA Action Items Generated During This Call 

 

ACTION ITEMS RESPONSIBLE 

PARTY 

DUE DATE 

Action Item 1: Update the Associate Membership 

application to request for more information from 

individuals i.e. background info, bio, resume, and 

summary of why they want to apply to become a 

member.  

 

NTAA Program 

Coordinator 

 

9/18/20 

Action Item 2: Offer 24-hour final review of agenda and 

if no objections will start sending official invites to EPA 

Directors with specific time slots. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

9/15/20 

Action Item 3: Ask R5 Alternate Rep to start drafting 

that BP language so that the EC can add comments on 

the next call. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

10/09/20 

Action Item 4: Reach out to Bill Auberle to inform him 

that the Executive Committee discussed his comments 

will take it under consideration. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

10/09/20 

Action Item 5: Have Action Item Matrix ready and up-

to-date before next EC call. 

 

NTAA Project 

Director 

 

10/09/20 
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 NTAA EC Standing Monthly Call 

Monday, August 10, 2020 

10 am AK / 2 pm ET 

 

1. NTAA Executive Committee Caucus: EC, Staff, and invited guests for the first hour:  

 

A. Invocation 

 

B. Roll Call of NTAA EC Members and Staff. EC Quorum reached. 

 

C. Approval of the August NTAA EC Meeting Notes 

i. Motion to approve meeting summary, R10 Primary Rep, second by R4 Primary Rep. 

No objections, two abstentions: R1 Primary Rep and R9 Primary Rep. Minutes 

approved.  
ii. Motion to approve meeting minutes R1 Alternate Rep, second by R10 Primary Rep. 

No objections, one abstentions: R1 Primary Rep 
 

D. Approval of Associate Member Application forms   

i. None at this time.  
ii. On previous mention, NTAA Project Director spoke with previous associate member 

applicant, whom stated was fine not to apply as part of the Choctaw Tribal Nation.  
iii. R9 Primary Rep: suggests putting together request of their summary or resume 

regarding the entertainment of their application. We need to get more information 

when individual membership requests come in. 

 

Action Item: Update the Associate Membership application to request for more 

information from individuals i.e. background info, bio, resume, and summary of 

why they want to apply to become a member. 

 

 

E. Review of Draft Agenda for NTAA Meeting the week of September 28, 2020 

i. NTAA Project Director sent out the draft agenda last week. The draft is loosely 

based on the format at the previous DC meeting. The first and second day will be a 

review of talking points to use with each EPA office. We are going to hear from 

NACAA and the American Lung Association with their take on what is going on 

with EPA. Tuesday we will meet with Anne Idsal Austin for an hour and work with 

GPS. Third say, we meet with the regional TAC’s. On Wednesday, meet with 

OTAQ and OEJ. Then on the last day, focus on interior business, and ideally, work 

out the Work Plan details, review the budget, and work on additional tasks and the 

last hour and a half conference call with member Tribes.  

 

NTAA Project Director will resend this draft agenda and start getting invites out 

tomorrow if there is no objections.  
  

Action Item: offer 24-hour final review of agenda and if no objections will start 

sending official invites to EPA Directors with specific time slots. 
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F. Debrief of STAR Briefing for Peter Tsirigotis, OAQPS Director 

i. NTAA Project Director: The call went really well. He did agree that getting info on 

policies out earlier would be helpful for Tribes responding to EPA actions. We can 

prep our policy work and get a heads-up to folks that something big was coming 

down the pike and he indicated that they can help get word out on policies earlier 

and that is something we would follow up on. He requested to meet more regularly 

in the future. Sara Terry is going to get some action items out. NTAA Project 

Director wants to know if other EC members have any responses. 

 

G. Discussion of NTAA Proposed Policy Resource Kits 

i. Review of Spring Regulatory Agenda 
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaMain 

NTAA Project Director: The only real tool we have right now is the Regulatory 

Agenda that Office of Management and Budget put out. PAC member Ian Fischer is 

keeping an eye on this for us. Final rule coming out on Transparency in Science 

Rule. Watching to see if anything comes up that we need to pay attention to, but this 

is just a standing agenda for us to review. 

 

ii. Ozone NAAQS Review:  

NTAA Project Director requests for motion to approve of publication of draft letter 

that R5 Alternate Rep has been working on for the next review of ground level 

ozone. We do have a webinar coming up tomorrow with folks from CARB, modeled 

after the webinar on PM NAAQS. NTAA Program Coordinator is going to give an 

introduction on the rule, talk about our policy resource kit and R5 Alternate Rep is 

going to give details of the template letter. Hoping to have this finalized for 

tomorrow’s webinar to get comments out by October 1 deadline. NTAA’s comment 

letter will be based on this template letter.  

 

R5 Primary Rep motions for approval of template letter, R10 Primary Rep seconds. 

No objections, no abstentions. Consensus.  

NTAA and CARB informational Webinar to be held Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 2pm ET 

 

iii. GHG Emissions from Airplanes:  

NTAA Project Director: NTAA Sr. Research Specialist has been working on this 

and Ian Fisher reviewed and provided some comments but have not sent to EC for 

review just yet. Comments are due on October 19. Will send out later this week. 

They had a presentation on the Mobile Sources Work Group call on September 3rd. 

EPA folks got on the call and asked us for a list of all people on the call and included 

that we reached out to them on the public docket. NTAA Project Director said no, 

because it was not an official EPA meeting. We want to be sure EPA folks should 

request and inform us if they want info from our calls to be included in the public 

docket. Last change in letter is commenting on the Senate recommendations on 

Climate Change Policy and how NTAA provided comments to that and they 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaMain
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responded with the Senate Report that came out a week ago. EPA is following 

international codes but not going to do much to move the needle on GHG emissions 

and you need to do more. Is the general take of the letter. 

 

iv. Discussion of NTAA Boiler Plate language for future comments 

NTAA Project Director: R5 Alternate Rep wants to update language in our letters to 

include EJ issues, so may want to table so that she can speak on this.  

R1 Primary Rep and R5 Primary Rep agree. 

 

Action Item: Ask R5 Alternate Rep to start drafting that BP language so that the 

EC can add comments on the next call. 

 

H. Discussion of Bill Auberle’s comments about tone of NTAA comment letters 

i. NTAA Project Director: Wants to provide the opportunity for EC members to talk 

about the memo that was sent out a while ago from Bill Auberle. Outlining his 

concern for the template letter. 

 

Action Item: Reach out to Bill Auberle to inform him that the Executive Committee 

discussed his comments will take it under consideration. 

 

I. Other Policy issues EC members with to address: None at this time 

 

EPA Representatives and others joined the call at 3:00 pm ET  

Joined by: Pat Childers, Courtney Herbolsheimer, Faye Swift, Sara Terry, James Payne, Chuck 

Buckler, Secody Hubbard, and Mehrdad Khatibi 

 

2. NTAA/EPA Updates (if needed):  

 

A. NTAA Updates (from first hour of call) 

i. NTAA Project Director: Finalized agenda for our Virtual meeting. Will have a final 

agenda for EPA Project Officer on Tuesday. He needs the different hour slots. We 

debriefed with OAQPS Director and look forward to following up with Anna Wood 

Sept. 28. 

 

B. EPA Updates 

i. EPA Program Officer: We are quite staffed on this call. Glad to have folks who can 

learn firsthand how to work with Tribes. New names getting involved in Tribal 

work. He has been delaying Internal Training. Going to learn how to better host and 

train for virtual trainings which is what NTAA asked for in the STAR Repot. Going 

to do it across OAR and other regions. GAO report needs to make sure to train their 

staff on working with Native policies and working with Tribes, and that finding 

came from NTAA being interviewed in that report. Going back to internal training’s 

and grants is something they want to do. This ties up on 103 and 105 grants and we 

want to make sure we are all on the same page so stay tuned for that.  
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ii.  OTAQ Announcement by Faye Swift 

EPA DERA program, Lucita Valiere also works with us on the program. She wants 

to come to NTAA today for some proposed changes for DERA RFA to get feedback. 

Changes to enable Tribes to participate in program but there are concerns from 

Tribes on how to participate due to cost shares. A draft proposal will be presented 

soon. They are in the proposal stage and hope to get some feedback. Email her 

directly swift.faye@epa.gov Sara Dunham will be on the call at end of this month.  

 

3. NTAA Project Tasks and Updates 

A. Discussion of NTAA Work Plan Tasks and Budget for Remainder of the Fiscal Year 

ending on September 30, 2020 

i. Looked at the Draft List of NTAA Work Plan Tasks for Consideration in 2021 

document: First task is to complete a national air quality needs assessment.  The 

TAMS steering committee is having a call on Wednesday to discuss this and they are 

probably going to not want to delay their own needs assessment. We can either work 

with them on a national needs assessment or if they decide to move ahead with their 

own needs assessment. We could combine these needs assessments to do both policy 

and technical needs assessment. The next step would be to hire a contractor, set the 

parameters for the questions we would ask and submit a final report and report it to 

National Tribal Caucus who require information-gathering requests. Nothing has 

been finalized yet. 

ii. Second task is doing more outreach on Treatment as a State. Therefore, we would 

send letters to Tribes that have water tasks, develop informational videos outlining 

steps that Tribes can take and also providing individual support. All steps necessary 

to actually do the work. We are starting this now since it was essentially already 

approved. Looking through January 2021. ITEP has several interns looking for work 

and one is interested in working on this task.  

iii. Third task is producing monthly brown bag videos for Tribes, short video update on 

what is happening on a monthly basis. What would be the venue i.e. YouTube, 

Vimeo, etc.? A way to supplement the Weekly Update. This would help folks orient 

on what is going on in the air quality world.  

iv. Fourth task, to provide additional benefit and team members looking at providing 

new subscriptions to New York Times and E&E news. There are cost hindrance with 

E&E because there is too many restrictions in their membership formats. So do not 

think that is going to work but there is still a possibility for the New York Times. 

v. Fifth task is the creation of mobile application for phones. Contractors will soon 

have a mock up that will mimics formatting of the website so folks can have access 

to the Weekly Update and find air quality in their region. Looking at ways to tie that 

into the Air Quality index. Really try to create an AirNow for Tribes and have 

features that are included in a Tribal language to promote language revitalization. 

Take that data from EPA and put it in a Tribal context. Ideally, he will have 

something more robust for EC to look at during EC virtual meeting. If we have to go 

mailto:swift.faye@epa.gov
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virtual next year then we will start prepping some work for that. Finalize for review 

and approval at EC Virtual Meeting at the end of the month. 

R1 Primary Rep: As far as interns are concerned, one thing would be interested to 

see is the impact of breathing smoke and how it related to catching COVID.  

NTAA Project Director: There is an IAQ webinar on Thursday and ask that question 

to those folks.  

James Payne and Sara Terry from OAQPS mentioned EPA’s Smoke Ready Toolbox 

that devoted to wildfire smoke and resources you can click on and several links 

including COVID and IAQ and open burning questions. 

 

B. Work Group Updates: 

i. IAQ: a. Discussion of Webinar Series.  

Conducting second series on Thursday and have a great line up of experts who work 

with aerosols and will run through a simulation of HVAC systems in indoor air 

quality. Gillian Mittelstaedt will be asking questions for attendees after the webinar 

to better inform them for the upcoming third webinar in the series. 

 

ii. Wood Smoke:  

R7 Primary Rep: Has touched base with NTAA’s Program Coordinator and working 

to establish the next direction and next steps for the group. Will be asking the Stoves 

to Home Initiative to get updates from those folks for upcoming Work Group call. Is 

keeping updated with HERA. Next Wood Smoke Work Group Meeting is this 

Thursday, 2pm ET. 

 

iii. Mobile Sources:  

R6 Primary Rep: light on presentations for this upcoming October call, but the plan 

is to keep having monthly calls. VW is rolling out with third round of funding on 

November 11.  

 

4. NTAA Staff Updates 

A. Website Updates 

i. Review of mobile app proposal. NTAA Project Director will send out to EC for 

review and approval this week. Also looking at revising the Weekly Update to make 

it more readable, provide perhaps a better email outreach tool for folks. 

 

B. Review of NTAA Action Item Matrix: Up to date on tasks. This does not include tasks 

from OAQPS meeting. 

 

Action Item: Have Action Item Matrix ready and up-to-date before next EC call. 

 

 

5. Regional and Other Updates (postponed until next time) 

A. Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center: None at this time. 



 

8 
 

 

B. National Tribal Caucus (NTC):  

i. Pat Childers: Scott and Chad leaders at OITA want to have discussion with leaders 

of the program offices and internal EPA and with NTC representation. When it 

comes to Tribal air experts, NTAA is the appropriate one to meet with the AA’s. I 

hope that we can all work together to make sure that we are having this meeting at 

end of the month. They may be having scheduled meetings on the Budget Priority 

document with program offices. It is great having R1 Primary Rep on both NTC and 

NTAA to bridge that gap. Make sure that they move the message that NTAA worked 

hard to develop be put forward.  

 
C. CAAAC: None at this time. 

 

D. ITEP VW Settlement Technical Assistance Program: VW Settlement Technical 

Assistance Program 

Mehrdad Khatibi: We are working with OAQPS and other Tribes to put on some 

trainings around wood stove operation and maintenance. We are targeting December and 

it is going to be virtual. Likely format is a series of webinars and they are currently 

developing the curriculum for that. Working with James Payne and others, Larry 

Brockman as well. 

Mark Daniels: winding down third funding cycle for the VW program, the deadline was 

August 28. We are not in a 60-day review period. By end of October, that process will be 

done and then by November 12, the trustee will be paying out that allocation to all the 

Tribes who submitted funding packages this year and were approved. Also engaged in 

outreach for next year’s funding cycle. They did presentation for ITEP and doing another 

at the Green Transportation Summit and Expo in the Pacific NW. Also doing more 

presentations on DERA at the Region 9 and Region 10 talk events. Excited to hear the 

news about the DERA program as well. Hope it gets approved and implemented this 

year.  
 

E. National Radon Action Plan:  

R5 Primary Rep: meeting coming up next week and there is progress being made with 

Fanny May. More Tribal aspects in the radon world and that is proof with the SIRG 

funding and there is many Tribes coming into that across the country. It has been a win 

for Tribes getting federal funding. The CRPB money, two Tribes applied and working 

with those Tribes as those funding opportunities now. Also working with CRCPD, radon 

government atm nationally, working together to update a Tribal listserve for radon.  
 

F. AAPCA and NACAA:  

NTAA Project Director: Had a call with NACAA Director Miles Keogh on racism and 

equity and what can they do to address that in their work. Public outreach committee call 

that went around to different states to see who is doing what to promote equity in their 

work. Part of that is reaching out to tribes and figuring out how state agencies can help. 
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More robust conversation with NACAA at the end of the month. They will most likely 

invite NTAA to their next meeting. He’s hopeful that it will be helpful. 
 

G. Regional Updates:  

R1 Primary Rep: We are still in lockdown until October. 

R6 Primary Rep: EPA is consulting with Tribes in regards to the SAFETEA Act of 2005 

in connection to the letter from the Governor of Oklahoma and EPA Administrator 

Wheeler. Requesting various authorities under environmental regulations within Tribal 

land connected to the SAFETEA Act of 2005. Scheduled to meet with EPA to do 

government-to-government consultations. Region 6 EPA staff doing that. Randy G 

leading that consultation. They are going through a leadership change with Quapaw 

Nation.  

Next scheduled call is October 12, 2020 at 2pm ET. 

 

 

 

NTAA Secretary approves 11/12/2020  
Carol Kriebs 

 

 

 


