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Executive Summary  
Tribal Air Monitoring support Center Steering 
Committee Technical Needs Assessment and 

Implementation Plan 
 

The assessment and implementation plan was developed between 2014 and 2015 
from a formal Technical Needs Assessment undertaken in 2012 by the Tribal Air 
Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center Steering Committee. The TAMS Center is 
managed in partnership between the U.S. EPA, the Northern Arizona University 
(NAU) Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) and Tribal air 
programs across the nations. This plan summarizes the results and identifies air 
quality needs of tribes and tribal contacts based on survey responses.  

A priority of the assessment was to determine if a need for air quality filter weighing 
services still existed. The results of the survey clearly show a demand by Tribal 
programs for a variety of reasons.  The Steering Committee (SC), based on this 
result, produced a concept paper outlining the steps needed to reestablish this 
service to the TAMS Center.   

The remainder of the survey asked respondents to rank focus areas and identify the 
support needed.  The top two subjects ranked for each focus area and the support 
identified are listed below with more detail in the report.  

Focus Area 1:  
Continuous Ambient Air Monitoring – professional assistance and training 
Indoor Air Quality Diagnostic Equipment – equipment loan and professional 
assistance 
 
Focus Area 2: 
Air Monitoring Data Reporting – training and professional assistance   
Other Pollutant Air Monitoring - training and professional assistance   
 
Focus Area 3:  
Quality Assurance Documentation - training and professional assistance   
Emissions Inventory - training and professional assistance   
 
Priority actions are listed in the plan that the TAMS Center will implement to 
address identified needs. 
 
Additionally, this plan identifies current and past services and programs offered to 
tribes by the TAMS Center, with an emphasis on present status, utilization/demand, 
and current and future needs in order to grow, sustain, or reinitiate these services 
and programs.  
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Since the TAMS Center offers services and support to all tribes, results of the 
assessment are intended to reflect a national tribal audience. This plan will also be a 
useful guide for tribal partners/entities (such as the National Tribal Air Association) 
as well as state and federal agencies to ensure the actions, products, and programs 
they are undertaking are being targeted towards tribes in meaningful and useful 
ways to maximize the beneficial impacts.  

The SC envisions this plan to be highly useful in assisting the TAMS Center to 
continue serving tribes effectively, competently, and with relevancy. It is the 
intention that a Needs Assessment will be undertaken every 5 years and that this 
implementation plan will be updated accordingly. 

We especially wish to thank the tribes that participated in the assessment.    

 

 

 


