
 
October 20, 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center represents a very successful partnership 
between U.S. EPA, the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) and Tribal air 
programs across the country.  The TAMS Center formed in 2000 with the mission to develop 
Tribal capacity to assess, understand, and prevent environmental impacts that adversely affect 
health, culture and natural resources.  To that end, the TAMS Center currently offers a large 
assortment of services and programs to Tribes.  A Steering Committee (SC) consisting of seven 
Tribal representatives helps guide the Center to identify emerging issues, discuss management 
options and make suggestions for improvements. 
 
Through a collaborative effort between the SC, TAMS staff and EPA an Indoor Air Quality 
Program Implementation Plan was developed to provide detailed guidance, identify needs and 
propose next steps for the TAMS Center.  The SC utilized results from the Technical Needs 
Assessment to develop the Implementation Plan. The results identified Indoor Air Quality 
support as a high priority for Tribal programs across the nation.  The IAQ Implementation Plan 
discusses the environmental risks, demand for services, current resources and its connection to 
tribal strategies. 
 
The Implementation Plan highlights the SC’s collaboration with the National Tribal Air 
Association (NTAA) Executive Committee and the NTAA IAQ Work Group. This collaborative 
group is working to develop policy actions on IAQ issues in Tribal country, as well as highlight 
accomplishments and lessons learned. Furthermore, the Implementation Plan recommends 
additional staff for the ITEP and EPA to execute IAQ services in Tribal country.  Staffing 
recommendations include hiring a subject matter expert (ITEP), an IAQ technical support person 
(EPA) and filling the senior tribal advisor position. 
 
Additionally, the Implementation Plan emphasizes IAQ technical support (e.g., Advanced 
training courses) and resources/tools (e.g., standard operating procedures) that will aid tribal 
environmental professionals in the advancement of IAQ services. In 2014, the Las Vegas radon 
laboratory closed causing the discontinuation of radon canister distribution and analysis to tribes.  
The radon program provided an important service to ninety-seven tribes since 1998.  The SC is 
currently working to provide radon testing, in some form in the future, for tribal programs 
requesting it.  
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A vital service of the TAMS Center is the Equipment Loan Program. In 2013, the TAMS Center 
responded to the Needs Assessment results by purchasing two sets of IAQ/Building Science 
diagnostic tools and instruments. This equipment may be used for training or professional 
assistance; and is currently available for loan to qualified tribal professionals. The TAMS Center 
is striving to increase usability of and access to the Equipment Loan Program. 
 
Please take the time to read this important document to gain knowledge of the IAQ needs and 
recommendations.  If you have suggestions or need further information please contact myself, 
any of the SC members or TAMS staff.   
 
For the Steering Committee, 
 

 
Craig Kreman 
Chairman 
TAMS Center Steering Committee 
ckreman@quapawtribe.com 
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