
THE CLEAN POWER PLAN     
AND PROPOSED RULE:  
A SNAPSHOT  
EPA Region 4 

“On June 2, 2014, EPA proposed a commonsense plan to cut 

carbon pollution from power plants. States, cities and businesses 

across the country are already taking action to address the risks 

of climate change. EPA's proposal builds on those actions and is 

flexible - reflecting that different states have a different mix of 

sources and opportunities, and reflecting the important role of 

states as full partners with the federal government in cutting pol-

lution. This proposal will maintain an affordable, reliable energy 

system, while cutting pollution and protecting our health and envi-

ronment now and for future generations.”  

- EPA,  Clean Power Plan website, 2014 

How can we submit comments? 

 NTAA will have template letters for you 

to use at www.ntaatribalair.org.  

 The complete rule can be found at: 

http://www2.epa.gov/carbon-pollution-

standards 

 Detailed instructions on how to submit 

comments to EPA can be found here: 

http://www2.epa.gov/carbon-pollution-

standards/how-comment-clean-power-

plan-proposed-rule 

 Comment deadline is Oct. 16, 2014 

 

What is this rule? 
NTAA is urging your Tribe to comment on EPA’s  

proposed Clean Power Plan, part of the President’s  

Climate Action Plan to curb global warming caused in 

part by carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from large coal-

fired power plants. As part of the Clean Air Act, EPA is 

authorized to regulate CO2 pollution from existing plants 

in order to meet the goal of reducing CO2 emissions 30% 

by 2030. EPA is working with states, tribes, and utilities 

to create state implementation plans and reduce carbon 

pollution based upon 4 building blocks, including:   

1) Making existing coal plants more efficient, 2) using existing natural gas plants more effectively, 3) increasing renewable 

energy use and 4) increasing end-use energy efficiency.  

NTAA Carbon Webinar Series 
Join NTAA’s free webinar series to help your Tribe craft meaningful comments on this rule. 

  *   September 5th, 11 am PT, “The Carbon Rule: Implications for Indian Country: Panel Discussion” 

  *   September 29th, 11 am PT, “Review of the NTAA comment letter and Tribal template letter” 

Register now at www.ntaatribalair.org  



Question or comments? Please contact: 

 

EPA Region 4 

Impacts to Tribes from climate change: 
EPA is proposing the Clean Power Plan because greenhouse gas (GHG) pollution threatens the American public's 
health and welfare by contributing to long-lasting changes in our climate that can have a range of negative effects on 
human health and the environment. The impacts vary regionally and Native American Tribes are among those most 
impacted by climate change. Like the rest of the nation, Tribal communities are suffering from the health and environ-
mental effects of climate change. The Clean Power Plan presents an important opportunity for the nation’s 566  
federally recognized Indian Tribes to clearly express their perspectives on climate change impacts and carbon regulation. 
 

Observed climate impacts in Region 4: 
 Climate change impacts, especially sea level rise and related increases in storm surges pulsing farther inland, will continue to exacer-

bate ongoing land loss already affecting coastal Tribes. For example, four native communities in Southeast Louisiana (Grand Bayou 

Village, Grand Caillou/Dulac, Isle de Jean Charles, and Pointe-au-Chien) have already experienced significant land loss.  

 Management of river flow has deprived the coastal wetlands of the freshwater and sediment that they need to replenish and persist. 

Dredging of canals through marshes for oil and gas exploration and pipelines has led to erosion and intense saltwater intrusion, 

resulting in additional land loss. Due to these and other natural and man-made problems, Louisiana has lost 1,880 square miles of 

land in the last 80 years. This combination of changes has resulted in a cascade of losses of sacred places, healing plants, habitat for 

important wildlife, food security, and in some cases connectivity with the mainland. Additional impacts include increased inunda-

tion of native lands, further travel to reach traditional fishing grounds, reduced connections among family members as their lands 

have become more flood-prone and some have had to move, and declining community cohesiveness as heat requires more indoor 

time.   

 Numerous other impacts from increases in temperature, sea level rise, increased hurricane intensity, erosion, subsidence, and  

   saltwater intrusion amplify these existing problems.  

Sources: http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/regions/southeast 
     

  

Region 4 NTAA Representatives: 
 Katie Tiger 
 Eastern Band of Cherokee 
 katerenw@nc-cherokee.com 
 828-497-1832 
 
 Ralph McCullers 
 Poarch Band of  Creek Indians 
 rmccullers@pci-nsn.gov 
 251-368-9136 

National Tribal Air Association 
Project Director: 
Andy Bessler 
928-523-0526 
andy.bessler@nau.edu  
www.ntaatribalair.org  

Region 4 EPA Tribal Air Coordinator 
Ana Oquendo  
oquendo.ana@epa.gov   
404-562-9781  

http://www.ntaatribalair.org
mailto:oquendo.ana@epa.gov

