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The National Tribal Air Association (NTAA): The Mission of the NTAA is to advance air 

quality management policies and programs, consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal 

status of American Indian Tribes and Alaska Natives. This report covers NTAA’s activities for 

January – April, 2016. All the information below can be found on NTAA’s website at 

www.ntaatribalair.org.  

NTAA’s Policy Work: NTAA has prepared several Policy Response Kit’s (PRK’s) to help 

Tribes understand and comment on recent EPA and other federal agency actions including: 

 EPA’s proposed Exceptional Events Rule Revisions, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

and Draft Wildfire/Ozone Guidance. NTAA created this Policy Response Kit to help 

Tribes submit comments to EPA by February 3rd, 2016. On November 10, 2015, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed revisions to the 2007 Exceptional 

Events Rule, and announced the availability for public comment of a draft guidance 

document, which applies the proposed rule revisions to wildfire events that could 

influence monitored ozone concentrations.  

 EPA’s proposed Cross-State Air Pollution Rule Update for the 2008 Ozone NAAQS. 

NTAA has created this Policy Response Kit to help Tribes submit comments to EPA by 

February 1st, 2016. On November 16, 2015 the EPA proposed an update to the Cross-

State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) ozone season program by issuing the CSAPR Update 

Rule. Starting in 2017, this proposal would reduce summertime emissions of oxides of 

nitrogen (NOX) from power plants in 23 states in the eastern half of the U.S., providing 

$1.2 billion in health benefits to millions of Americans. The CSAPR Update Rule would 

reduce air quality impacts of the interstate transport of air pollution on downwind areas’ 

ability to meet the 2008 ozone standard, and it also responds to the July 2015 remand of 

certain CSAPR budgets by the United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. This 

proposal supports states’ obligations to address the problem of air pollution that is 

transported across state lines and helps address the Agency’s role in backstopping states’ 

obligations under the Clean Air Act. 

http://www.ntaatribalair.org/
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NTAA’s Upcoming Policy Work: For 2016, NTAA will be tracking several policies and 

preparing Policy Response Kit’s (PRK’s) to help Tribes understand and comment on recent EPA 

actions including: 

 NTAA will be working with Tribes and partners to bring a better understanding of how 

Tribes can work with states and utilities on EPA’s Clean Power Plan. While there is 

currently a stay imposed by the Supreme Court towards implementation of the Clean 

Power Plan, EPA has forwarded the Clean Energy Incentive Program (CEIP) onto the 

White House’s Office of Management and Budget for an administrative review. NTAA 

will be tracking progress of the CEIP and will provide comments as needed.  

 NTAA’s Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Work Group has prepared a Final Report on NTAA’s 

National IAQ Needs Assessment for Indian Country to help provide the facts needed 

to make the case to improve funding for IAQ in Tribal housing. A final report was 

presented at the National Tribal Forum on Air Quality and posted on NTAA’s website 

and provides a summary of responses from the 83 Federally-Recognized Tribes that 

participated in the process. NTAA’s IAQ Work Group will determine how best to move 

forward based on the findings of the final report.  

 The NTAA’s Policy Advisory Committee worked with the NTAA Executive Committee 

to prioritize several expected EPA actions in the coming months for the creation of 

NTAA’s Policy Response Kits to help Tribes respond to EPA policy actions. The 

following EPA Actions are expected this summer and NTAA will be providing each with 

a Policy Response Kit: 

o Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support (REGS) Rule 

o Heavy Duty Vehicle GHG Emissions Standards - Phase 2 FRM 

o Clean Air Act Title V Permit Program: Simplifying and Clarifying Requirements 

o Regional Haze Regulations – Revision to SIP Submission Date and Requirements 

for Progress Reports 

o Revision to Near-Road NO2 Monitoring Requirements 

o Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) and Non-Attainment New Source 

Review (NSR): Reconsideration of Inclusion of Fugitive Emissions; 

Reconsideration  

 All NTAA Policy work can be found on NTAA’s website. 

NTAA’s Partnership Work: NTAA has been active in building partnerships with other 

organizations working to improve air quality.  

 NTAA is partnering with the Tribal Air Monitoring Support (TAMS) Center & more 

importantly, the TAMS Steering Committee. The TAMS Center offers different training 

courses that focus on a variety of topics related to ambient and indoor air quality 

monitoring. Several TAMS documents have been linked on the NTAA website recently. 

 NTAA is consulting & coordinating with the EPA National Tribal Operations 

Committee’s National Tribal Caucus. Earlier this month, NTAA provided a FY17 Budget 

Analysis to help NTOC create budget recommendations for Tribal Air Programs to EPA.  

http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/ntaa/PolicyResponseKits/PolicyResponseKitsHome/
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 NTAA is partnering with the Clean Air Act Advisory Committee (CAAAC) to better 

serve Tribal interests on a national level. NTAA’s Chairman and Project Director will 

also be attending a meeting with the National Tribal Caucus (NTC) in June, 2016 in 

Washington, D.C. to provide the NTC feedback on air quality and climate change issues.  

 NTAA has had several meetings with the National Association of Clean Air Agencies 

and continues to explore potential work together. 

Other NTAA Resources for Tribes: NTAA provides publication and other resources for Tribes 

that are all publically available on NTAA’s website. Specifically NTAA provides: 

 The Status of Tribal Air Report (STAR) was published in May, 2016. It was peer 

reviewed by NTAA member Tribes. The STAR is an annual publication that provides a 

national snapshot of Tribal Air programs and tells the story of Tribes improving indoor 

and ambient air quality as well as combating and adapting to climate change. The STAR 

specifically advises important decision-makers on funding Tribal Air Programs and 

provides specific recommendations for ensuring Tribes have the tools and resources they 

need to get the job done.  

 The STAR was also published on the new NTAA interactive website at 

www.tribalairquality.org. This website includes interactive maps that help Tribes 

access air quality monitoring data, energy infrastructure data as well as links to other air 

quality resources for Tribes. 

 NTAA cosponsored the 17th Annual National Tribal Forum on Air Quality held on 

May 17-19, 2016 at Niagara Falls, New York.  

 

NTAA Membership: The NTAA family of member Tribes includes 104 federally-recognized 

Tribes across Indian Country. In addition, the Inter Tribal Council of Arizona is a NTAA 

Associate Member as a Tribal Consortia. There are no dues or fees to join NTAA and to join, 

Tribes need only submit an application and letter indicating Tribal leadership approves the 

application.  

 

For more information on joining NTAA: 

 Please visit our website at www.ntaatribalair.org; 

 Contact NTAA’s Project Director, Andy Bessler at andy.bessler@nau.edu or 

928.523.0526. 

http://www.tribalairquality.org/
http://www.ntaatribalair.org/
mailto:andy.bessler@nau.edu

