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The Swinomish People

“We paddled the waters of the Skagit and the Salish 
sea long before anyone applied names in English to 
the places we call home. To us, we live at the most 
beautiful place on the planet, and I give thanks to our 
Creator every day for the blessings bestowed on the 
Swinomish people by Mother Earth”

Brian Cladoosby, Chairman



What is a TIP?

• Tribal Implementation Plan (TIP)
• Air quality plan developed by the tribe to help attain 

and/or maintain national air quality standards (NAAQS) for 
common air pollutants

• Treatment as State (TAS)
• Treated in same manner as states by EPA

• Tribal Authority Rule (TAR)
• Eligibility criteria for TAS



Tribal Authority under TAS

Tribes can obtain authority to:
Regulate air resources and emissions within the 
exterior bounds of the reservation or other areas 
within the tribe’s jurisdiction



Eligibility requirements

• Federal recognition

• Governing body and tribal government

• Description of proposed management 
and protection of air resources 

• Demonstrate capability



Swinomish TIP for open burning

Tribal code: 
http://www.swinomish.org/media/4938/1902_cleanair.pdf

Regulates open burning within exterior bounds to protect the 
airshed from exceedances of CO, PM2.5 and PM10 standards

• Rules for open burning

• Permits for large open and special burning

• Burn bans during stagnation events and other high risk days

• Fees for violations

http://www.swinomish.org/media/4938/1902_cleanair.pdf


Four major steps for TAS

• Tribes submit application

• EPA reviews submitted materials

• Comment period

• Final TAS decision



Swinomish Application Timeline of events

June 
2012 
TIP 
Submitted

2008
Meetings with Tribal 
leaders, planning and 
documentation prep

September 
2013 
Supplemental 
materials 
submitted

November 
2013 
Supplemental 
materials 
submitted

January 
2014 
Supplemental 
materials 
submitted

December 
2014 
Final rule 
effective 

December 2014 
– Present:
Implementation



Burn permit application screenshots



Burn ban in effect:
No open burning allowed

Recreational fires in fire ring, BBQ, or similar is 
allowed. Woodstove use is allowed.

For more information:

contact the Department of Environmental Protection

360-466-7280



Tips & best practices

• Start early, be thorough
• Broad delegation request
• Ask questions to your regional contact
• Don’t give up!
• Review 40 CFR Part 49
• Look at other TIPS for guidance: 

• Gila River Indian Community, Mohegan 
Tribe of Indians, Saint Regis Mohawk 
Tribe, Swinomish Tribe 

• https://www.epa.gov/air-quality-
implementation-plans/basic-information-
about-air-quality-tips

https://www.epa.gov/air-quality-implementation-plans/basic-information-about-air-quality-tips
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Questions?

Jacinda Mainord

Swinomish Indian Tribal Community

jmainord@swinomish.nsn.us

www.swinomish.org

Follow us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/SwinomishDEP

mailto:jmainord@swinomish.nsn.us
http://www.swinomish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SwinomishDEP

