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TOP STORIES 
 

The NTAA is requesting stories from your Tribe on the successes, challenges, 

and new programs in your air quality and environmental offices for the 2018 Status 

of Tribal Air Report (STAR). Please fill out this form before March 5, 2018, to be 

featured in the STAR! Contact Dara.Marks-Marino@nau.edu with any questions 

or concerns. 

 

E&E News – In win for greens, court nixes parts of Obama-era ozone rule 

 

Washington Post - Trump budget seeks 23 percent cut at EPA, eliminating dozens 

of programs 

 

The Hill – Senate bill would let EPA implement global greenhouse gas deal 

 

Earther – Trump Wants to Kill Research into How Oil and Gas Impact Health 

 

HEADLINES 
 
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 

NY Times – How $225,000 Can Help Secure a Pollution Loophole at Trump’s 

E.P.A. 

 

Native Sun News – Wyoming oil drilling could impact local tribes 

 

Indianz – Sylvia Chi: Indigenous activists lead energy divestment movement 

 

News Oklahoma - EPA funding allows Otoe-Missouri Tribe to map its property 

and keep recycling 

 

Las Vegas Review Journal - EPA prepares to shutter its lab in Las Vegas 

 

MSN News – All quiet as Beijing muzzles Year of the Dog celebrations 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/2gOmPFWF4z2AoXEk2
mailto:Dara.Marks-Marino@nau.edu
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060074153
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/02/12/trump-budget-seeks-23-percent-cut-at-epa-would-eliminate-dozens-of-programs/?utm_term=.5a9b017f5085
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/02/12/trump-budget-seeks-23-percent-cut-at-epa-would-eliminate-dozens-of-programs/?utm_term=.5a9b017f5085
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/374292-senate-bill-would-let-epa-implement-global-greenhouse-gas-deal
https://earther.com/trump-wants-to-kill-research-into-how-oil-and-gas-impac-1823080171
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/15/us/politics/epa-pollution-loophole-glider-trucks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/15/us/politics/epa-pollution-loophole-glider-trucks.html
http://www.nativesunnews.today/news/2018-02-14/Top_News/Wyoming_oil_drilling_could_impact_local_tribes.html
https://www.indianz.com/News/2018/02/19/sylvia-chi-indigenous-activists-lead-ene.asp
http://newsok.com/epa-funding-allows-otoe-missouri-tribe-to-map-its-property-and-keep-recycling/article/5583891
http://newsok.com/epa-funding-allows-otoe-missouri-tribe-to-map-its-property-and-keep-recycling/article/5583891
https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/politics-and-government/epa-prepares-to-shutter-its-lab-in-las-vegas/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/all-quiet-as-beijing-muzzles-year-of-the-dog-celebrations/ar-BBJcCMz?li=BBnbcA1
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NPR – Top EPA Science Adviser Has History Of Questioning Pollution Research 

 

E&E News – In shift, Trump admin plans to pay climate dues 

 

Denver Post - Polluters’ burden from EPA penalties is lightened in Trump era 

 

Seattle Times - Official: EPA to seek protections in Alaska mine permit 

 

State Impact – Environmental group: Methane pollution higher than PA thinks 

 

National Association of Clean Air Agencies – Washington Update 

 

Climate Change/Energy 
 

Reuters - Seas to rise about a meter even if climate goals are met - study 

 

NPR – What Canola Can Tell Us about Crops and Climate Change 

 
Ensia – Humans Need to Learn to Co-Exist With Wildfires. Here’s How We Can 

Do It. 

 

Ensia – How Climate Change Is Altering Air Travel 

 
E&E News – FERC gives markets green light to deploy energy storage 

 

NY Times – ‘I’m Just More Afraid of Climate Change Than I Am of Prison’ 

 

NY Times – 7 Billion People, One Planet. Can Everyone’s Needs Be Met? 

 

National Geographic – How Color-Changing Animals Are Rebelling Against 

Climate Change 

 

The Guardian – Trees for Trump: one million plants pledged to offset U-turn on 

climate change 

 

High Country News – A look into a climate-altered Alaska 

 

Nexus Media – Trump Wants to Cut Funding for Clean Energy Research in Half 

 

https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/02/14/583972957/top-epa-science-adviser-has-history-of-questioning-pollution-research
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1060074083
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/02/15/donald-trump-epa-pollution-penalites/
https://www.seattletimes.com/business/official-epa-to-seek-protections-in-alaska-mine-permit/
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/02/15/environmental-group-methane-pollution-higher-than-pa-thinks/
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/021618wklyupdate.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climatechange-seas/seas-to-rise-about-a-meter-even-if-climate-goals-are-met-study-idUSKCN1G4286
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/02/12/584936969/what-canola-can-tell-us-about-crops-and-climate-change
https://ensia.com/features/wildfires/
https://ensia.com/features/wildfires/
https://ensia.com/features/air-travel/
https://www.eenews.net/energywire/stories/1060074067
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/13/magazine/afraid-climate-change-prison-valve-turners-global-warming.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fclimate
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/14/climate/sustainable-good-life.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fclimate
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/02/animals-climate-change-winter-evolution/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/02/animals-climate-change-winter-evolution/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/feb/20/trees-for-trump-one-million-pledged-offset-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/feb/20/trees-for-trump-one-million-pledged-offset-climate-change
https://www.hcn.org/issues/50.3/a-look-into-a-climate-altered-alaska
https://nexusmedianews.com/trump-wants-to-cut-funding-for-clean-energy-research-in-half-cf27a7dbecf6


4 

 

 

Detroit Free Press – Consumers Energy vows to get off coal by 2040, cut 

emissions 80% 

 

Toxics/Mobile Sources 
 

NPR – Could Free Transit Lure Germans From Their Cars? 

 

Vox – This Company may have solved one of the hardest problems in clean energy 

 

AP – AG Healey: Use funds to encourage adoption of electric cars 

 

Indoor Air Quality 
 

NPR – Wall Paint, Perfumes, and Cleaning Agents Are Polluting Our Air 

 

NY Times – Want Cleaner Air? Try Using Less Deodorant 

 

American Lung Association – What You Need to Know About Your Wood-

Burning Stove and Heater 

 

Huffington Post - Here’s How to (Realistically) Make the Switch to Green 

Cleaning Products 

 

Photos from the field 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.freep.com/story/money/business/michigan/2018/02/19/consumers-energy-emissions-coal-renewable/350559002/
https://www.freep.com/story/money/business/michigan/2018/02/19/consumers-energy-emissions-coal-renewable/350559002/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/02/14/585901179/could-free-transit-lure-germans-from-their-cars
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2018/2/16/16926950/hydrogen-fuel-technology-economy-hytech-storage
https://apnews.com/4aea5ec40bf14d13b43b5cfc01758b2c/AG-Healey:-Use-funds-to-encourage-adoption-of-electric-cars
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/02/15/585886321/your-wall-paint-perfumes-and-cleaning-agents-are-polluting-our-air
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/16/climate/perfume-pollution-smog.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fclimate
http://www.lung.org/about-us/blog/2018/01/wood-burning-stoves-and-heaters.html
http://www.lung.org/about-us/blog/2018/01/wood-burning-stoves-and-heaters.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/how-to-switch-to-using-green-cleaning-products_us_5a8b17a2e4b00bc49f474975?ncid=APPLENEWS00001
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/how-to-switch-to-using-green-cleaning-products_us_5a8b17a2e4b00bc49f474975?ncid=APPLENEWS00001
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E&E News - 233 mayors protest Pruitt's rule rollback 

 

 
Mayors of more than 200 U.S. cities have asked U.S. EPA not to repeal the Clean Power 

Plan. @ClimateMayors/Twitter 

 

NY Times – A Hot, Dry Winter in California. Could It Be Drought Again? 

 

https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/1060074293
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/13/climate/california-drought.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fclimate
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Smoke from the Thomas Fire over Ventura County in Southern California in December. Credit: 

George Rose/Getty Images 

 

Back to Table of Contents 

 

UPCOMING CALLS/EVENTS 
  

Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 
EPA hosting a State Implementation Plan process call. Last week, EPA held an 

internal National SIP Lean Event to explore opportunities for making the State 

Implementation Plan process more efficient and effective. The agency has invited 

interested NACAA members to join a report out conference call on the event.  Call 

details are as follows: 

Date: Monday, February 26, 2018 

Time: 3:00-3:45 PM Eastern 

Call-in Number: (202) 991-0477 

Code: 9582037 

 

EPA Listening Sessions on the Proposed Repeal of the Clean Power Plan 

Please hold February 28 if you’re interested in attending one of three listening 

sessions the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is planning on its 

intention to repeal the Carbon Pollution Emission Guidelines for Existing 

Stationary Sources: Electric Utility Generating Units, commonly referred to as the 

Clean Power Plan. The press release is available at EPA’s newsroom. Comments 

may also be provided in writing as described in the press release.   

The west coast listening session will be held on Wednesday, February 28, 

at the San Francisco Main Public Library in the Koret Auditorium, 30 Grove 

Street, San Francisco, CA 94102, from 8:30 AM to 7:30 PM PST.  EPA will host 

three sessions throughout the day that will be structured and run identically: 

- Session 1 from 8:30 AM to 12:50 PM; 

- Session 2 from 1:00 to 4:50 PM; and 

- Session 3 from 5:00 to 7:30 PM PST. 

During the on-line registration, attendees will need to choose which of the three 

sessions they prefer to attend and every effort will be made to accommodate these 

requests. 

Registration information and more details will be posted soon at: 

https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/electric-utility-generating-

units-repealing-clean-power-plan. Pre-registration to provide oral remarks, as well 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-schedules-three-listening-sessions-proposed-repeal-clean-power-plan
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/electric-utility-generating-units-repealing-clean-power-plan
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/electric-utility-generating-units-repealing-clean-power-plan
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as only attend and not provide oral remarks, will begin when the notice is 

published in the Federal Register and close one week prior to each session on 

February 21, 2018. Due to meeting space limitations, we highly encourage those 

who are attending to register for the event as soon as possible. Spanish 

interpretation will be available at the listening session.  

 

NTAA Upcoming Calls. The toll-free number is 1-800-309-2350. If you do not 

need to call toll free, or would like to help conserve NTAA funding, you can call 

1-805-309-2350. Both numbers use code 928-523-0526#.  

Contact Andy.Bessler@nau.edu if you have any questions about any call! 

*Registration instructions* When you register for the GoToWebinar, please 

remember to include your Tribe, Region, or Organization in parenthesis after your 

last name. This allows you to see everyone on the call and prevents us from 

conducting a roll-call, ultimately saving everyone’s time. 

 

Status of Tribal Air Report Work 

Group: This group meets every other 

Wednesday, January-April, to produce 

the STAR 

 

Wednesday, February 21, 12pm ET 

Note that this is a change in time from our 

usual schedule. 

EPA Policy Update Call: Receive 

updates from EPA 

Thursday, February 22, 2pm ET 

Volkswagen Settlement Work 

Group: Continue to help in the next 

steps of this settlement 

Thursday, February 22, 4pm ET 

Indoor Air Quality Work Group: 

Help implement IAQ priorities and 

develop webinars 

Thursday, March 15, 2pm ET 

  

The Institute for Tribal Environmental Professional’s (ITEP’s) Tribes and 

Climate Change Calendar includes conferences, trainings, webinars and other 

events related to tribes and climate change.  

Click here for ITEP’s other trainings and events.  

Click here for ITEP’s new Tribal Environmental Management and Planning Online 

Courses. New courses have been added, so check it out! 

 

ITEP’s 2018 AIAQTP Course Schedule   

mailto:Andy.Bessler@nau.edu
http://www4.nau.edu/tribalclimatechange/events.asp
http://www4.nau.edu/tribalclimatechange/events.asp
http://www4.nau.edu/itep/air/training_aq.asp
https://itep.scholarlms.com/catalog/
http://www4.nau.edu/itep/air/training_aq.asp
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Course Title Dates Location 

Air Quality Computations 
February 27-

March 2 
Phoenix, AZ 

Air Pollution Technology March 13-16 Flagstaff, AZ 

Air Quality Planning for Wildland 

Smoke (hybrid course) 
March 27-28 Boise, ID 

GIS for Air Quality April 17-19 
TAMS Center, Las 

Vegas, NV 

Air Quality in Alaska April 17-20 Barrow, AK 

IAQ Diagnostic Tools for Alaska May 1-3 Tazlina, AK 

National Tribal Forum on Air Quality May 14-18 Duluth, MN 

Management of Tribal Air Programs 

and Grants (lower 48) 
June 5-7 Flagstaff, AZ 

      

Building Performance: Improving 

IAQ in Cold Climates Open Online 

Residential Building Science Review Open Online 

Radon Fundamentals Open Online 

Quality Assurance (QA) 

Fundamentals 
Open Online 

Quality Assurance Project Plans 

(QAPP) 
Open Online 

Emissions Inventory (self-paced, 

instructor assistance as needed) 
Open Online 

Air Quality Planning for Wildland 

Smoke (hybrid course) 
January-March Series of 5 webinars 

Note: This schedule is subject to change.  Click here for up-to-date information, course 

descriptions, and applications. If you have questions regarding the pre-requisites or your 

eligibility for a course, please contact Patricia Ellsworth, Air Quality Curriculum Coordinator, 

at Patricia.Ellsworth@nau.edu or phone 928-523-6721. For more information, please 

visit ITEP’s website. 

 

Air Quality Planning for Wildland Smoke: January-March, 2018. 

This webinar series will provide attendees with an understanding of the impacts of 

wildland smoke on the health of tribal communities and strategies to minimize 

exposure. Each 90-minute webinar is free and open to anyone. The webinars will 

be recorded. All webinars must be completed prior to the in-person workshop 

http://www4.nau.edu/itep/air/training_aq.asp
mailto:Patricia.Ellsworth@nau.edu?Subject=AIAQTP%20training
http://www4.nau.edu/itep/air/training_aq.asp
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for tribes, March 27-28, 2018, in Boise, Idaho. The in-person workshop 

application is available on the ITEP website: 

http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/Training/training_air. If you would like additional 

information please contact Pat Ellsworth, Institute for Tribal Environmental 

Professionals, at patricia.ellsworth@nau.edu or 928-523-6721. 

To Register for the webinars, send an email to: baldwin.joyce@epa.gov. In your 

email, you may request registration for a particular webinar or for all of them. If 

you have questions about registration, please call Regina Chappell at 919-541-

3650.  

 
Webinar # Date Presentations 

1 

January 

18 

2:00 PM 

EST 

 Comparative Toxicity of Biomass Smoke from 

Different Fuels and Combustion Conditions 

 EPA Methods for National Wildland Fire Emission 

Inventories, and Resulting WLF Emission Estimates 

Over Tribal Lands 

 Wildfire Smoke and Your Health 

2 

February 

1 

2:00 PM 

EST 

 Modeling Tools and Monitor Information for Smoke 

Impacts 

 Where there’s Wildland Smoke – There Are Air 

Resource Advisors! 

 Overview of Emerging Air Quality Monitoring 

Technologies and Their Data 

3 

February 

15 

2:00 PM 

EST 

 Reducing the Public Health Impacts of Smoke 

 Getting the Word Out About Air Quality Using 

Facebook 

 Ready, Set, Go – Information on Wildfires 

4 

March 1 

2:00 PM 

EST 

 The Yurok Tribe’s Wildfire Disaster Response and 

Reintroduction of Prescribed Fire to Help Prevent 

Future Wildfires 

 Preparing for the Next Wildland Fire Season 

5 

March 15 

2:00 PM 

ET 

 Residential and Community Strategies to Prevent 

Forest Fire Smoke Exposures 

 Industrial Air Scrubbers During Wildfire Conditions: 

A Public Health Intervention 

 Protecting the Health of Pets and Livestock 

 

 

http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/Training/training_air
mailto:patricia.ellsworth@nau.edu
mailto:baldwin.joyce@epa.gov
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EPA’s Office of Environmental Education announces new 2018 EE Local 

Grants Teleconference 

EPA will host an additional opportunity for potential applicants to review the 2018 

EE Local Grants Request for Proposals with an EPA staff person. 

EPA will hold a teleconference at 1 p.m. ET on February 14, 2018, providing an 

encore presentation of the information provided at the webinar on January 31. This 

information will then be reviewed a final time in webinar format on February 21, 

2018. 

 Register for the February 14 teleconference. Questions will be accepted 

during the call at eegrants@epa.gov  

 Register for the February 21 webinar. 

Download slides for the teleconference and webinar. 

 

The National Tribal Forum on Air Quality is seeking presenters and 

sponsors/exhibitors. Click HERE to submit the Presentation/Session request form. 

Click HERE for information on or to sign up for the Eco-Café. Sponsors/exhibitors 

can access the request form, and learn more details on perks and pricing, by 

visiting the “Sponsors & Exhibitors” page on the NTFAQ website here: 

nau.edu/ntfaq. Contact Lydia.Scheer@nau.edu with questions. 

 

Climate Change / Energy 
 

Clean Energy State’s Alliance presents Solar + Storage for Public and 

Affordable Housing 

Thursday, February 22, 1-2pm ET 

This webinar will provide an overview of the technology, value proposition, and 

financing options for projects that pair solar with battery storage (solar+storage) 

for public and affordable housing.  

Learn more and register here. 

 

ITEP’s Climate Change Adaptation Training Courses registration is online! 

Learn more about the courses and register here. 

 

Toxics/Mobile Sources  
  

Indoor Air Quality 
 

In the winter of 2017, the Hoonah Indian Association in Alaska undertook an 

indoor air quality study of particulate matter 2.5 (PM2.5) and carbon 

http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45709&Action=Follow+Link
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45709&Action=Follow+Link
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45708&Action=Follow+Link
mailto:eegrants@epa.gov
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45707&Action=Follow+Link
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45706&Action=Follow+Link
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/751024004264862721
http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/tcc/Home/Events
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monoxide (CO). This study sought to quantify PM2.5 and CO in households, and 

to quantify or document underlying drivers of indoor air quality issues. Through 

the study we surveyed 65 homes, and a subset of those homes received a PM2.5 

monitor and a CO monitor. Along with the survey homeowners were given a 

brochure on the intent of the study, and how they may improve their indoor air 

quality.  Our results showed households with stoves greater than 20 years old had 

significantly higher emissions of PM2.5 than houses with stoves less than 20 years 

old. We also found a need for weatherization and ventilation upgrades.  

Click Final Report to view 

 

Residential Wood Smoke Workshop to be held in Nashville, TN, from March 

6 – March 8, 2018.   

This Workshop will be held in conjunction with the Hearth, Patio and Barbeque 

Association Trade Show/EXPO and is being coordinated by EPA with support 

from the Western States Air Resources Council (WESTAR).  Workshop 

participants will include state, local, tribal, federal and non-profit organization 

personnel.  Workshop participants will discuss residential wood 

heating/combustion program issues, opportunities, challenges, lessons learned and 

partnerships. The Workshop will also provide participants an opportunity to tour 

the 265,000 square foot Trade Show floor to see firsthand various hearth 

technologies, including wood, wood pellet, coal and gas stoves, wood-fired central 

heating system and meet with industry representatives.  

You can register for this free event at: 

http://events.eventzilla.net/e/residential-wood-smoke-workshop-nashville-tn-

march-68-2018-2138945854 It is critical to book your lodging early as there are 

few places with a government rate – most places allow you to cancel 48 hours 

before check-in. If you have questions related to the Workshop, contact Larry 

Brockman brockman.larry@epa.gov, 919-541-5398. 

 

Back to Table of Contents 

 

RESOURCES     
 
Now Hiring! 
 

Grand Canyon Trust is hiring a Special Projects Coordinator for their Native 

American Business Incubator Network (NABIN) 

http://www.hia-env.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IAQ-Final-Report-FINAL.pdf
http://events.eventzilla.net/e/residential-wood-smoke-workshop-nashville-tn-march-68-2018-2138945854
http://events.eventzilla.net/e/residential-wood-smoke-workshop-nashville-tn-march-68-2018-2138945854
mailto:brockman.larry@epa.gov
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Temporary position from February 2018-February 2019. Renewal dependent on 

grant funding. More information here. 

 

Swinomish Indian Tribal Community is hiring an Air Quality Specialist 

Closing date: March 1, 2018 

For more information, visit their webpage: http://www.swinomish-

nsn.gov/resources/human-resources.aspx  

 

Redwood Valley Little River Band of Pomo Indians is hiring an EPA Director 

For more information, contact Mary Camp, Tribal Administrator, at 

admin@rvrpomo.net 

 

Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 

EPA Tools and Resources Webinar Series 

Usually held the third Wednesday of every month from 3:00-4:00 PM ET 

Who should attend? Representatives of state environment and health agencies, 

tribes, local governments, communities, and others interested in learning about 

EPA tools and resources available to help inform decision-making. 

Access past webinars and learn more here. 

 

No-Cost Technical Assistance from DOE 

The DOE Office of Indian Energy provides federally recognized Indian tribes, 

including Alaska Native villages, tribal energy resource development 

organizations, and other organized tribal groups and communities, with technical 

assistance to advance tribal energy projects at no cost. Technical experts from 

DOE and its national laboratories, along with other partnering organizations, 

provide support to assist Indian tribes and Alaska Native villages with energy 

planning, housing and building energy efficiency, project development, policy and 

regulation, resilience, and village power. 

For more information, visit the on-request technical assistance description. 

 

To view and/or receive ITEP’s American Indian Air Quality Training 

Program newsletter, Native Voices, click here! 

 

Climate Change/Energy  
 

Sign up for the Alliance for Green Heat’s newsletter! 

 

https://www.grandcanyontrust.org/nabin-special-projects-coordinator
http://www.swinomish-nsn.gov/resources/human-resources.aspx
http://www.swinomish-nsn.gov/resources/human-resources.aspx
mailto:admin@rvrpomo.net
https://www.epa.gov/research/epa-tools-and-resources-webinar-series
http://lists.icfwebservices.com/t/311992/2249376/29004/35/
http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/air/air_nv
http://www.forgreenheat.org/
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To view and/or receive ITEP’s Climate Change newsletter, click here! 

 

Toxics/Mobile Sources 
 

Don’t Mess with Mercury – A mercury spill prevention initiative for schools 

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry has this website as a 

resource for mercury and schools. 

 
Indoor Air Quality 
 

EPA is excited to announce their latest additions to the Burn Wise educational 

materials. They have new flyers, videos and even a children’s activity book!  See 

below for details and links.  You can order hard copies via the new order page at 

www.epa.gov/burnwise/orderform.  If you have recommendations or questions 

related to EPA’s Burn Wise Program, contact me at  brockman.larry@epa.gov or 

919-541-5398.  

 How to Build a Firewood Storage Shed Video - this 6-minute video shares 

the benefits of storing firewood properly, lists the materials needed for the 

project, and demonstrates how to build the firewood storage shed. 

 Build a Firewood Storage Shed Guide - the updated 2-page how-to guide (a 

companion to the video) provides a list of the materials, cost, photos and 

simple schematics for building a firewood shed that holds about one cord of 

wood.  

 Wood Smoke Children’s Activity Book – a 16-page coloring and activity 

book that teaches children about wood smoke and ways their family can 

reduce smoke from wood burning.  For grades K-3. Thanks to Alaska Dept. 

of Environmental Conservation’s Burn Wise program for allowing EPA to 

modify their book and make it more widely available.   

 Test Your Wood with a Moisture Meter Flyer – the 1-pager spells out the 

benefits of burning dry seasoned wood (i.e., <20% moisture content) and 

how to properly test firewood using a moisture meter to see if it is ready to 

burn.  There is also a Burn Wise video that demonstrates how to use a wood 

moisture meter.  

 New EPA Wood Burning Best Practices Video Webpage – the Burn Wise 

Website has a new webpage that includes all of our best burn practices 

videos in one location. The page also includes links to other useful non-EPA 

produced videos related to wood stoves. 

 

http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/tcc/Resources/newsletters
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/dontmesswithmercury/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/orderform
mailto:brockman.larry@epa.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9H-4ijGK8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-09/documents/build_a_wood_shed_long_url_flyer_v2_d2_final_2.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/burnwise/wood-smoke-activity-book
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-02/documents/moisture_meter_v1_01-04-2017final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jM2WGgRcnm0
https://www.epa.gov/burnwise/burn-wise-best-practices-videos


14 

 

 

The Tribal Pesticide Program Council (TPPC) in conjunction with the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has developed a Bed Bug 

Educational Package meant to provide useful information to Tribal members for 

bed bug prevention and control, and is available through the TPPC web site 

dedicated to bed bug issues at http://tppcwebsite.org/bed-bugs/. 

  Additional useful materials posted at that TPPC web site for Tribes include 

the Bed Bug Issue Paper (survey of the problem in Tribal Country), EPA webinar 

on bed bugs in schools, links to other bed bug resources, and Federal funding 

resources.  

Please feel free to contact Donald Baumgartner or Emily Ryan (EPA 

Headquarters) at 703/347-0595 if you have questions. 

 

Be sure to sign up for EPA’s Healthy Indoor Air newsletter. 

 

Back to Table of Contents 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES  
Ambient Air Quality/EPA/NTAA/Tribes 
 

Deadline Extended for EPA's Teacher and Youth Awards 

Are you an expert at incorporating environmental education into your classroom? 

Do you know a student with an exceptional environmental stewardship project? 

You or someone you know might be the next winner of the Presidential Innovation 

Award for Environmental Educators or the President's Environmental Youth 

Award. 

Applications are due March 30, 2018. 

 

Sierra Health Foundation of California Responsive Grants Program 

Online applications are due March 19, 2018. 

More information about this Foundation and Grant Program can be found on their 

website. 

 

U.S. EPA announces $3 million available for locally focused environmental 

education grants. Learn more here and here! Proposals are due March 15, 2018. 

  

CEC Youth Innovation Challenge 

http://tppcwebsite.org/bed-bugs/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAIAQ/bulletins/1c12014
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45705&Action=Follow+Link
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45705&Action=Follow+Link
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45704&Action=Follow+Link
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45704&Action=Follow+Link
https://www.sierrahealth.org/responsive-grants-program
https://www.sierrahealth.org/responsive-grants-program
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/us-epa-announces-3-million-available-locally-focused-environmental-education-grants-0
https://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-grant-solicitation-notice
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Attention Students: Submit your bold idea for the chance to receive C$5,000 in 

seed funding and present your innovation to North America’s top environmental 

officials in Oklahoma City this summer. 

Learn about the Commission for Environmental Cooperation Youth Innovation 

Challenge. Ideas are due April 3, 2018. 

As today’s visionaries and tomorrow’s decision-makers, young leaders will 

drive the green growth innovations that are critical to a sustainable future. Canada, 

Mexico and the United States need innovative science, technology and business 

solutions to North American's shared sustainability challenges. Students and young 

entrepreneurs are encouraged to share innovative ideas that: 

 Create better or more effective products, processes, services, technologies, 

business models, marketing, supply chains and/or partnerships for the 

benefit of society, the economy and the environment. 

 Contribute to the natural asset base of North American economies, creating 

green jobs and/or economic opportunities for citizens in North America; 

Make good business sense in terms of profitability and potential for growth. 

 

Climate Change/Energy 
DOE Announces Up To $11.5 Million Available for Energy Infrastructure 

Deployment on Tribal Lands. Applications are due April 19, 2018. 

 

This funding through the Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs will 

support Native American and Alaska Native communities interested in harnessing 

their vast undeveloped energy resources. 

This funding opportunity announcement (FOA) builds on efforts to strengthen 

tribal energy, economic infrastructure resource development, and electrification on 

tribal lands. This is also the first time that the Office of Indian Energy is issuing a 

FOA on an entirely fuel and technology neutral basis. This will expand the 

potential for tribes to use the particular resources available to them and is 

consistent not only with an all-of-the above energy policy, but also with the 

principles of tribal sovereignty and self-determination. 

Tribal lands comprise only 2% of U.S. land, but contain about 5% of all the 

country’s renewable energy resources, almost 30% of the coal reserves west of the 

Mississippi, 50% of potential uranium reserves, and 20% of known oil and gas 

reserves. Yet 86% of Indian lands with energy or mineral potential remain 

untapped, as social and economic barriers have historically limited energy and 

infrastructure development on tribal lands. 

http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45703&Action=Follow+Link
http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.90%3e2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=5655779&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=45703&Action=Follow+Link
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This funding opportunity will address these gaps and barriers by soliciting and 

selecting applications from Indian Tribes, which include Alaska Native Regional 

Corporations and Village Corporations, and Tribal Energy Resource Development 

Organizations in the following areas: 

1. Topic Area 1: Install energy efficiency measures and/or energy generating 

systems for tribal buildings that may include deep energy retrofits, energy 

generating systems, or a combination of energy efficiency measures.  

2. Topic Area 2: Deploy community-scale energy generating systems on tribal 

lands to provide electricity to a substantial number of buildings or even an 

entire tribal community.  

3. Topic Area 3: Install energy systems for autonomous operation to power 

single or multiple essential tribal loads during emergency situations, or to 

power a substantial number of essential tribal loads for community 

resilience.  

Selected projects will take on a 50% cost-share in order to reduce or stabilize 

energy costs, as well as increase energy security and resilience for Indian tribes 

and Alaska Native villages. 

For additional details, read the full press release.  Download the full FOA. 

An informational webinar will be held Feb. 27, 2018, to provide potential 

applicants with more information. See the Office of Indian Energy website for a 

map and summaries of these competitively funded projects. 

 

Toxics/Mobile Sources 
 

Indoor Air Quality 
 

Nominations Are Now Being Accepted for the HUD Secretary’s Award for 

Healthy Homes 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), through its 

Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes (OLHCHH) and in partnership 

with the National Environmental Health Association (NEHA), is accepting 

nominations for the annual HUD Secretary’s Award for Healthy Homes. HUD 

recognizes excellence in making indoor environments healthier through healthy 

homes research, education, and program delivery, especially in low- to moderate-

income communities. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjE2Ljg1NTAyODIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIxNi44NTUwMjgyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTQ4NDQwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWJhY29ja0BnbWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWFiYWNvY2tAZ21haWwuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&https://energy.gov/articles/department-energy-makes-115-million-available-energy-infrastructure-deployment-tribal-lands
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjE2Ljg1NTAyODIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIxNi44NTUwMjgyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTQ4NDQwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWJhY29ja0BnbWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWFiYWNvY2tAZ21haWwuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/default.aspx#FoaId881e2891-474d-4907-bed6-b91fdfd4dfbc
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjE2Ljg1NTAyODIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIxNi44NTUwMjgyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTQ4NDQwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWJhY29ja0BnbWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWFiYWNvY2tAZ21haWwuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9161586469085685249
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjE2Ljg1NTAyODIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIxNi44NTUwMjgyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTQ4NDQwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWJhY29ja0BnbWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWFiYWNvY2tAZ21haWwuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&103&&&https://energy.gov/indianenergy/maps/tribal-energy-projects-database
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The submission deadline is February 28, 2018, at 11:59:59 p.m. EST. 

Awards will be presented at the 2018 NEHA Annual Education Conference and 

HUD Healthy Homes Conference on June 27, 2018, in Anaheim, California. 

Click here to submit a nomination and learn more about the award. 

 

The Tribal Healthy Homes Network (THHN) has a webpage dedicated to 

Funding Opportunities! Additionally, THHN has developed a Funding Guide for 

American Indian and Alaska Native Communities. 

 

Back to Table of Contents 

 

Most Recent Listing: EPA Rules from the 
Federal Register 
  

EPA Rules posted today from the Federal Register for Wednesday, February 21, 

2018. To see previous EPA rules posted, click here.  

 

Rule 

 

Financial Responsibility Requirements under CERCLA Section 108(b) for 

Classes of Facilities in Hardrock Mining Industry 

FR Document: 2017-26514 Citation: 83 FR 7556  PDF Pages 7556-7588 (33 

pages)  Permalink 
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