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ONE CALL NOW 

“What IS Normal Anyway?” 

“On that day the Lord…”. With its future overtone and the assurance of God’s active presence in 
life, this phrase occurs often throughout the Bible, mostly in the Prophetic writings. Through this 
phrase the prophet is inviting the people to see and participate in God’s creative, new vision for 
the people and the world.  This concept of God’s creative renewal begins in Genesis and flows 
throughout the entire Scriptures.  God’s dynamic, ever moving and evolving Spirit does not stop 
or sit still or settle in a complacent status quo.  Actually God’s Spirit moves and breathes life and 
hope and newness in the most complacent, lifeless and hopeless of life.   
 
“On that day the Lord…” declares that God’s Spirit is moving to breathe something new and un-
precedented into creation, something formed in the image of God.  This phrase is spoken in the 
messy chaos created by we-people whose focus is more self-serving and complacent towards 
God as we struggle to control the status-quo in maintaining our desire and vision of normal in life.  
And the more we try to control and the more we resist the shifts in life, the messier and more 
chaotic our lives and world becomes. It becomes a mess we cannot cleanup alone so the words 
“On that day the Lord…” is declaring that God is bringing a broom and dustpan to help us clean 
the mess. 
 
 But there is a catch to this phrase and promise of God; we-people need to let go of control and 
our sense of normal and let God lead us into God’s new, creative vision of normal in life, whatev-
er that may be.  And the greatest depth of human faith is to not struggle to have it our (my) way, 
but to let God’s vision come alive in whatever new norm God creates “On that day the Lord…” 
 
Peace 
Pastor Eric 

We have recently signed up for the automated communication system, One Call Now.  In fact, 
you should have received your very first phone call from our system last Sunday letting you know 
that we were experiencing some technical difficulties with our zoom connection during worship 
that day.   We now have the ability to call, text, and email each of our congregants church news 
whether its an update, inquiry or emergency!   Phone and text messages will come from phone 
number (618) 654-7459 if you care to add EvUCC to your “contacts”.  Talk to you soon!! 
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On March 16th, Covid 19 changed the norm in our society. As a church there was little warning or lead time to 
make the necessary adjustments. Our church building was closed except for essential paid staff, preferably one 
person in the building with restricted time. We transferred office and pastor to work from their homes.   
 
With prayerful and diligent consideration of the congregation’s susceptibility of age and health considerations, 
the Consistory laid out a procedure that reflects the utmost concern for the health and well-being of all mem-
bers and friends of EvUCC.  We follow four points of recommendations where all four recommendations must 
be in agreement before we proceed to the next phase: recommendations and guidelines of the county board of 
health, the state of Illinois, the Illinois South Conference, and the church’s insurance carrier.   
 
As of May 18th we are cautiously entering Phase 3. That means: 

1.  No more than 10 people allowed in the entire facility at any one time 
2.  Masks are required to be worn in the facility, use of hand sanitizer expected 
3.  Social distancing of 6 feet is required in the facility 
4.  Only staff and notified volunteers to assist staff in the facility 
 

If for whatever reason you need to come into the building, enter the front door with the code pad in the circle, 
and check in at the office.  The Consistory will notify all of us through church office communication if there is 
any change in status.   
 
Worship 
The church technology was not equipped for Live Stream. As the facility was closed, except for essential, short-
term staff, the need for equipment, technology and knowledge, and the time necessary to install and equip, 
along with full consideration of the health and well-being of volunteers, Live Stream was not an option at the 
time. The Consistory, after deliberation, decided to use Zoom Live with the understanding that it was not an ide-
al nor long-term arrangement, but it allowed live worship and social interaction of participants, both crucial 
ministries for our congregation at this time.  
 
Now that we are in Phase 3 we are pursuing Live Stream worship. It will take time to have all the technology in 
place while adhering to social distancing.  We will notify the entire congregation when we are shifting to Live 
Stream, we hope within the next few weeks.  
 
The Consistory also prayerfully considered the outreach capacity of worship and the use of a variety of medi-
ums. The Consistory initiated and will continue the four media venues: 
 
Radio: WGEL 101.5 FM: 8:00 am Sunday morning worship: As of March 16th this worship is recorded on Thurs-
day morning and submitted to WGEL before 10:00 am.  It is recorded in the parsonage which allows the best 
sound quality for the radio.    
 
Zoom Live (soon to be Live Stream)  9:30 am Sunday Morning (live). This worship is for those with the technology 
who would desire to participate in a live worship service.    
 
EvUCC Facebook and EvUCC webpage Youtube: the 9:30 am service will be recorded downloaded on Facebook 
and the webpage for those who choose to connect later in the day/week. 

EvUCC Update 
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Zoom Live (soon to be Live Stream)  9:30 am Sunday Morning (live). This worship is for those with the technology 
who would desire to participate in a live worship service.    
 
EvUCC Facebook and EvUCC webpage Youtube: the 9:30 am service will be recorded downloaded on Facebook and 
the webpage for those who choose to connect later in the day/week. 
 
Why these four venues? Our mission and purpose is to create worship as a multifaceted outreach ministry, con-
necting through a variety of media and time offerings to reach people “where they are for the love of Christ” in 
their lives. 
 
From our monitoring through Zoom and Facebook, this current format and time schedule reaches approximately 
275-325 people per Sunday worship. This does not include the radio listenership or log-in to our webpage; feed-
back from both have been extremely positive and numerous also.  
 
We will continue what has transformed into an effective format and scheduling which fulfills our mission and pur-
pose in worship:  

Radio broadcast, Sunday morning 8:00 am (recorded earlier in the week) 
Live Zoom (switching to Live Stream) Sunday morning 9:30 am  
Facebook recording of the 9:30 am worship posted same day (can be viewed anytime) 
Webpage Youtube of 9:30 am worship posted same day (can be viewed anytime) 
Weekday Devotional: Monday, Wednesday and Friday by 8:30 am every week we post a short devotional 

              video. Tuesday and Thursday near 9:30 am on WGEL 101.5 FM we post a short radio devotional.  
 
Please Note: We understand that we are the only (or one of very few) churches in the Illinois South Conference  
utilizing four worship mediums (live, radio, Facebook, Youtube) along with the two weekday devotional venues 
(radio and Facebook).  Thank you to all staff and volunteers for their faithfulness, energy and spirited creativity  
which lifts this unique and out-of-the-norm worship into a Christ-centered moment.  
 
Open Door Policy: Social distancing means we need to be creative. During phase three we may not be able to meet 
in my office, but we can sit outside (serious) to have a chit-chat or we can also Zoom or use the phone.  Just con-
tact me or come by the window of my office and I will come outside. Be sure the weather is nice! 
 
Intentional Interim Process Update: The process continues, having concluded 
the review of the small group discussions, followed by a discussion of healthy 
boundaries in congregational life. We will also be forming (through Zoom) 
small group book discussions on a book recently reviewed and discussed 
among the Consistory and Transition Team, “Five Practices of Fruitful  
Congregations” written by Robert Schnase.   We look very forward to sharing 
these practices and insights with the rest of the  congregation.  The book can 
be purchased for under $10 on Amazon.  Please make sure to purchase the 
“Revised and Updated” version.  If you are interested in participating in a small 
group book discussion about this book, please contact Pastor Eric or the 
church office and we will keep you informed of the schedule. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Eric 
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On behalf of the EvUCC Scholarship Committee, we would like to extend our congratulations to Ethan 
Augustin and Drew Galbiati on being selected to receive the Evangelical United Church of Christ  
Scholarship and the Todd Porter Memorial Scholarship Awards (respectively) for May 2020.  Scholarships 
are given based on the recipient’s commitment to Christian service in the church, as well as their steward-
ship of their gifts and talents in school and the community.  The applications these young men submitted 
truly exemplified the criteria necessary to receive these scholarships.  Hopefully, we can celebrate this 
honor with them at a later date.  We will be praying for Ethan and Drew as they embark on the next  
chapter in their lives.  Ethan will be attending the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, and reports to Basic Cadet Training on June 25 (pending there are no delays due to the COVID
-19 virus).  Drew plans to attend Ranken Technical College in the Fall with focus on HVAC.   
 
Congratulations, Ethan and Drew! 
 
EvUCC Scholarship Committee 
     Tamie Heichelbeck, Chair 
     Terrisa Gehrig 
     Karla Zurliene 
     Darlene Nagel 

2020 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Please join us in congratulating our 2020 High School Graduates: 
 

 Ethan Augustin     Sophia Hartlieb 

 Nicholas Dugan     Blake McCaw 

 Bree Etherton     Joshua Schmitt 

 Drew Galbiati     Wesley Schmollinger 

 Kenzie Gelly      
 
 



 

 

Page 5 

    VOLUME 64 ISSUE 5 

A NOTE OF THANKS… 
 
Recently, Highland Area Christian Service Ministry  
received your generous gift of $10,000.  This contribu-
tion once again displays our community’s care and 
kindness, especially during the current situation of 
economic hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
We appreciate your contribution now more than 
ever!  One of our major sources of food donation, the 
annual drive sponsored by the National Association of 
Letter Carriers, has been postponed with no future 
date scheduled as of yet.  Your gift will be put to work 
immediately as we stock shelves at our Food Pantry. 
 
Although our offices are closed at this time, the food 
pantry remains open (via a drive-thru) on Thursdays 
and the first and third Saturday of each month.   Your 
gift keeps the process going. 
 
We look forward to the day we may once again open 
our doors and provide our clients with all the services 
they need to lead happy and healthy lives. 
 
Sincerely, 
Diane Williams, HACSM Executive Director 

HALLELUJAH! 

Although we have been apart, we are definitely still active and working in and around our com-
munity.  Here are a few examples of how EvUCC has reached out and assisted our friends and 
neighbors through Hallelujah Grants and thru other endeavors.  Thank you, to all members  
continuing to make on-line contributions and/or mailing in giving envelopes!! 

FLOWER POWER 
 
For Easter, our Wednesday Morning Bible 
Study Group decorated the Church’s circle 
drive with beautiful metal sculpted flowers 
made from recycled tin and aluminum cans, 
spray painted with bright, eye-catching col-
ors.   
 
The flowers were then offered for sale for  
donations to Highland Food Pantry (Highland 
Area Christian Service Ministry).  $700 was 
collected and sent off to HACSM!  
 
Thank you to the member who made these 
wonderful works of art and shared them with 
the congregation and community (you know 
who you are ( :   And thank you to our Bible 
Study group for helping us celebrate Easter 
with the beautiful display of bright flowers!! 

We recently offered assistance to our neighbors 
displaced from their homes because of a recent 
fire at a nearby apartment building.  Meals were 
provided and we participated in a clothes collec-
tion.  If you can think of other ways to help, 
contact the church office! 

Members of the congregation were offered 
help through Hallelujah grants during this 
time of uncertainty with COVID19 leaving 
many people without jobs and/or income.  
We were able to help several people with 
assistance and have gifted in excess of 
$5,000.   



 

 

Alternative VBS  Plans 

The best made plans of mice and men...but in this case it turned-out to be a RAT!  We had 
planned to have family pictures taken for the Church Family Picture Directory in May but the  
Coronavirus and Covid-19 have put everything on hold.  As of today, we have no idea when  
regular Church activities will resume but your Directory Team feels it would be prudent not to plan 
for this event until this Fall.  Our Team will try to have a meeting or two this summer.  Church  
summer events in the past have not to be the best time to schedule because of vacations,  
out-door chores, sports, etc.  Besides it would be difficult to get some of us to change out of our 
shorts and ratty t-shirts. 
 
One of the team members suggested a family portrait would be a great Christmas gift.  Remember 
each family will receive a free 8” x 10” picture with the option to purchase more pictures.  Also, do 
not forget we would like to have a picture of you (in uniform) if you served or are currently serving 
in the military. 

 
So until we all can get together again, keep the faith, stay home, and  
remember God does make house calls! 
 
Craig Wheeler 
Church Directory Team Leader 

TOMORROW, TOMORROW 

We will have VBS every Monday in July, starting 
July 6th.  There will be a video lesson on our VBS 
Facebook page and it will also be on our church 
Facebook page.  Children will learn that Jesus’ 
Power Calms Our Worries, Helps Us When We are 
Lonely, Brings Hope and Jesus’ Power Lives In Us. 
 
There will be craft packs to go along with each 
lesson. To register and find out about picking up 
the craft packs, check out our church website for 
instructions  at EvUCCHighland.org. 
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 WOMEN’S GUILD 

Because of the COVID-19 and keeping social distances, our program for June 2, 2020 at 
McKendree College is CANCELLED.  Hopefully we will be able to get together in the near future.  I 
think we will have a lot to talk about when we do get together. 
 
Everyone please stay home and stay safe.  We  all will get through this difficult time. 
Remember to TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART!  Only good things will come to us as 
we pray to God for our family, friends, Church  and the World. 
Marsha Rinderer, President 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, that  in addition to our new picture directory, we create a 
simple phone/address/email directory that can be updated on a more regular basis.  The church 
office can print this directory using the information currently stored in our database.  If you 
would prefer not to have your address and contact information listed, please contact the church 
office  BY JUNE 15TH at 654-7459 or office@evucc.org so that we can update your information 
prior to printing and issuing the phone/address/email directory. 

LET US KNOW 
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Our nation is amazingly diverse, representing different cultures and 
ethnic backgrounds. Yet most of us live in communities marked by 
sameness, among people who think, act, and look like us. The vision 
of Pentecost is to experience unity among a diverse crowd. Yet how 
do we realize this vision?  

Through the funds provided by the Strengthen the Church Offering, 
The Penn West Conference provides a wonderful example. To support youth programming, this 
year, the Conference awarded grants to First Church in Irwin and First Church in Greensburg to 
send young people to the National Youth Event (NYE). Conference Minister David Ackerman  
explains why it matters, saying, “At National Youth Event, our youth get a sense of the width and 
breadth of the UCC. Most of our youth come from smaller rural churches. At NYE, they meet  
other youth from different backgrounds and come away with a sense of being united.”  

Every UCC conference uses your generous gifts to Strengthen the Church. The grants provided 
by the Penn West Conference will help young people, at a national gathering, experience God’s 
dream of a truly united and uniting Church, amid differences in cultures and backgrounds.  Every 
Conference faithfully uses your gift to invest in God’s vision for the Church.  
Please give generously to the Strengthen the Church Offering on May 31st.  Together, we 
can invest in God’s vision of Church. 
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Please Continue to Pray for... 

Connie Louer Abert, Christy Banach, Christel 
Bense, Daryl Bense, Deborah Byers (Harold 
and Nancy’s daughter-in-law), Nancy Byers,  
Wayne Deibert, Robert Dalluge, Sally 
Ferguson, Wes Freezland (the father-in-law of 
Craig and Becky Wheeler’s granddaughter), 
Brandi Kohlbrecher-Godbee, Ron Green, 
Tierney Haas (Bob Nagel’s granddaughter), 
Betty Kamm, Denise Kruckeberg (Lisa 
Schoeck’s Aunt), Betty Legier, Traci Luitjohan,  
Darleen Phillips, Alicia Rayner (Al & Shirley 
Flath’s daughter), Sandra Reinacher, Laurene 
Riggs, Don Rinderer, Joan Sackett, Laura 
Schmitt, Troy Schneider, Gloria Stuckwisch,  
Mindy Cruthis Suhre, Elva Tucker, Finnley 
Walton, and Sharon Wheeler (Craig and Becky 
Wheeler’s daughter-in-law).  

  OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

We rejoice in the birth of... 

We Extend our Sympathy and Rejoice in 
the Promise of Resurrection with...  

Henry Andrew Loyet, born March 25th to Drew and 
Lauren Loyet.  Henry’s grandparents are Matt and 
Missy Loyet and his great-grandparents are David 
and Judy Loyet. 
 
Liam Joel Rinderer, born April 9th to Joel Rinderer 
and Dana Alesaski.  Liam’s grand-parents are Roger 
and Debbie Rinderer and his great-grandmother is 
Delores Rinderer. 

The family of Jan Heichelbeck.  Jan passed way on 
May 3rd. 

Dear Evangelical Church Family: 
Words cannot begin to express the outpouring of love and support we felt as we entered the full Church 
parking lot on Mother’s Day.  We were truly humbled.  We were also so filled with emotion and appreci-
ation for the turnout of those who came to pay their last respects for our dear wife and mother, Jan 
Heichelbeck, while adhering to the mandated social distancing.  As we rang those Church bells and the 
Funeral Toll to honor her as she symbolically passed through her Church one last time, we know she 
 also felt the love and would have wanted to greet everyone personally to thank them for taking time to 
be there.  We only wish we could have also personally thanked everyone.  Hopefully one day we will be 
able to do this appropriately when the Church doors can once again be open, and we can hold a  
Celebration of Life service there for her.   As noted in her obituary, her faith meant so much to her.  It 
was how she lived out her life daily.   
In addition, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for all of the prayers lifted up, memorials given, 
cards received, phone calls, text messages, sentiments received on the Donnell-Wiegand Funeral Home 
website, and to those who also made the journey out to the cemetery for the graveside service.  So, 
thank you, thank you, thank you, from the bottom of our hearts!  She will be greatly missed, but we 
know she is now rejoicing in God’s Heavenly Kingdom with all of those who have gone before her. 
Casper & Tamie 
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What does Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) support? 
 

In the national setting of the United Church of Christ there are FOUR Covenanted Ministry partners who are 
supported by gifts from Our Church’s Wider Mission: 
 
The Office of General Ministries houses the President and General Minister who serves in many ways. One stra-
tegic role of the President is convening leaders in conversations on what it means to be a faithful, vital, and 
healthy church. These conversations take place in many and various settings of conference boards, local  
churches, seminary trustees and Mission Planning Council. The aim is to collaboratively develop new forms of 
cross setting resourcing, engagement and sharing.   
 
The Office of General Ministries manages biennial convening of General Synod and also houses the Publishing, 
Identity and Communications office. One responsibility they have is establishing and maintaining a web and 
 social media presence.  UCC.org  has over 4,500,000 visitors to the UCC website each year and these visitors 
view over 7,500,000 UCC web pages.  The largest number of visitors comes for any of three reasons: to find a 
church, worship resources, or preaching resources.  Outgoing communication keeps us connected.  Every week 
over 60,000 subscribers open Keeping You Posted E-zine (KYeP) and each day we email over 35,000 Daily Devo-
tional  messages to inspire and offer messages for reflection.  
 

Local Church Ministries supports the local church in many ways. The Ministerial Excellence, Support and Authori-
zation Ministry Team (MESA) team is designed to support Authorized Ministers (Ordained, Licensed and  
Commissioned) in our denomination from the first inklings of their calling through a healthy retirement. MESA’s 
ministry is a collaborative effort intertwined with Conferences, Associations, and Committees on Ministry.  The 
Congregational Vitality and Discipleship Team support on-the-ground church operations and growth for pastors 
and lay leaders. We helped launch the Center for Progressive Renewal (CPR), a training center for UCC pastors 
and lay leaders and a growing number of ecumenical participants.  

Wider Church Ministries is most widely known for the mission outreach work of the UCC because of our disaster 
ministries. This arm of the church also serves congregations and other settings of the church who strive to be  
inclusive whether it is multicultural/multiracial, open and affirming, global or accessible to all.   
 
In partnership with the Disciples of Christ, Common Global Ministries is the ecumenical global sharing of  
resources and prophetic vision of a just and peaceful world, joining with God’s concern for the poor and  
oppressed.  All of this work – being  long-term mission – is accomplished through over 70 trusting partnerships, 
90 full-time deployed volunteer staff, 88 educational mission trip host sites,  and shared resources for supporting 
those in need.  We also gather mission reports from 164 UCC groups with over 5,500 members. We provide  
programmatic presence in disaster recovery, immersion training centers and service and learning sites to offer 
leverage and systemic support for wider ecumenical host sites, grassroots initiatives and mission trip partici-
pants. 
 

The vision of Justice and Witness Ministries is of a more just, peaceful and compassionate world that honors all 
of God’s creation.  Justice Leaders Engaging and Developing (Justice LED) training program for church members, 
teaches leadership skills to support justice work in local churches and UCC Conferences. Justice and Peace Action 
Network  is a UCC grassroots advocacy effort to educate and engage church members and friends to shape public 
policy. Last year we’ve emailed over 600,000 “Action Alerts”!  And over 35,000 letters, emails and faxes went to 
Congress and the President. Public Policy Briefing Books are also made available at UCC.org to download.       

              Changing Lives that’s Our Church’s Wider Mission 

http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/find/
http://www.ucc.org/find/
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/
http://www.ucc.org/worship/samuel/
http://www.ucc.org/news/keeping-you-eposted/
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.ucc.org/ministers/
http://www.ucc.org/ministers/
http://www.ucc.org/vitality/
http://www.progressiverenewal.org/
http://www.ucc.org/disaster/
http://www.ucc.org/disaster/
http://www.globalministries.org/
http://www.ucc.org/volunteer/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/training/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/join-the-network/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/join-the-network/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/uccbriefingbook/


 

 

HELLO from PEPPERMINT PRESCHOOL 

HELLO from PEPPERMINT PRESCHOOL 

  

WOW!!!  This “shelter-at-home” is quite an experience!  We hope with God’s good-
ness that you all are keeping safe & healthy.   

  

The last time Peppermint School was in session was Monday, March 16, 2020.  
Instead of being 60+ days, it feels like months. 
 

We all miss seeing the students.  It has been very hard on our Peppermint staff.  A 
BIG THANK YOU to Miss Elaine for spearheading our “virtual” story time on our 
Peppermint Facebook page.  We have received many positive responses.  It will be so 
very nice to get back to our school routine. 
  

This pandemic came during our fall class registration time.  This process has been 
very different because of this situation.  We had to cancel our normal public regis-
tration day.  Most people who visited in February have mailed their child’s applica-
tion for our 49th school year.  We are very thankful for all our new & returning  
students.  Our classes are filling up quite nicely.  Of course, we do have room for 
more & we would appreciate your help in spreading the good news to your friends, 
family & neighbors.  So please share our website, 
www.peppermintpreschoolhighland.com & our phone # - 618-654-7600. 
  

We also want to thank the EvUCC congregation for their continued support of our 
school.  We recently received our MAZZIO check from our March 2 fundraiser.  It 
was amazing & we thank everyone who participated.   

  

Yes, we are all in this together with God.  May we soon emerge from this with  
renewed appreciation for all of God’s gifts.        

        
  

Miss Beckie, Miss Elaine & the Peppermint Staff 

To contact the church office so that we may celebrate you when we can all 
be together again!  If you joined the church in 1970, please let us know 
and we will add you to our invite list!! 

50 YEAR MEMBERS 
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http://www.peppermintpreschoolhighland.com/
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Robert Schnase’s five key practices — radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith 
development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity — have helped  
thousands of congregations be more fruitful in ministry. But churches today face a more  
challenging reality than when Schnase first articulated these principles a decade ago. In a new, 
revised version of  Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, Schnase reframes these key practices to 
move beyond attractional assumptions. 
 

Why do we assume that people who do not know our congregation will one day find themselves as a 
member of our church? Most congregations, consciously or unconsciously, operate with attractional as-
sumptions. They imagine that a person, couple, or family becomes aware of their church, perhaps 
through the invitation of a friend, an advertisement on a billboard, or by driving past the sanctuary. 
Churches then hope that what the new persons hear or see will draw them toward the congregation. 
They assume that the visitors will share a common interest in the purpose of the church or feel a desire 
to form an affinity with the church. A yearning to learn, grow spiritually, belong, and serve will cause 
them to visit and will lead them to greater participation. We assume this is the pathway for entry into the 
church because it matches the experience of many people who currently belong. 

Why the attractional model is no longer enough 

Attractional models worked in the past when the culture expected people to attend worship and people 
wanted to be members of churches. What happens when people no longer trust institutions in general or 
the church in particular? Or when next generations don’t share a taste for the style of music we offer in 
worship and don’t appreciate the one-way verbal communication of a sermon? Becoming a member of 
anything is unappealing to many people and does not motivate them to deepen their spiritual lives. They 
are not seeking to join anything. Many churches are surrounded by neighbors who speak a different lan-
guage or who are of a different ethnicity than the majority in the congregation. What would cause them 
to show up for worship? 

What happens when generations of people living around us have no experience with worship, no vocab-
ulary for understanding faith, no familiarity with scripture, and have never once stepped inside a church? 
The culture provides an ever-increasing number of competing activities on Sundays that are more com-
pelling than church attendance. When people do not find the idea of church appealing, they are not at-
tracted to what we do, no matter how well we do it. 

What is required is a significant shift in how we think about ministry: 

• “Come to us” ideas must be balanced with “go to them” initiatives. 
• Strategies for doing things “better” must be strengthened with ideas of doing things “differently.” 
• Teaching people to “do things our way” must be intermixed with “learning new things” from others. 
• Doing ministry “for” becomes doing ministry “with.” 
• Welcoming the guest expands to becoming a newcomer among others. 
• Increasing activities “in the church” shifts toward offering ministries “beyond our facilities.” 
• Making our church more interesting to others expands to becoming more interested in the spiritual 

needs and real-life issues of others. 
• Receiving people in the spirit of Christ expands to being sent to people around us in the spirit of 

Christ. 
Join us for small group discussions when we will review Robert Schnase’s “Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations”.  Contact the church office to sign-up! 

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations 
      Read the book—Join the discussion 



 

 

May 1 
Philip Chapman 
Renee Fuller 
 
May 2 
Greg Ernst 
Claire Schneider 
Reed Schneider 

May 8 
Geoffrey Siever 
 
May 9 
Eric Hegger 
Steve Schmitt 
Betty Tschannen 

May 15 
James Katich 
Colton Prott 
 
May 16 
Robin Schuster 
 

May 20 
Kevin Neudecker 
 
May 21 
Sheila Beil 
Blake Rinderer 

May 27 
Alexis Barton 
McKenna Barton 
Karen Munie 
Barb Winters 

May 3 
Easton Belford 
Olivia Neske 
Delores Rinderer 
Kae Schmitt 
Pam Schmitt 
Sharon Young 

May 10 
Maggie Louer 
 
May 11 
Leah Frey 
Joan Sackett 

May 17 
Shelly Rufer 
Scott Schmitt 

May 23 
Kendall Becker 
Lane Rinderer 

May 28 
Hannah Johnson 
Lauren Loyet 
 

May 3 
Arnie Meyer 
Ellen Seger 
 
May 5 
Jaxton Black 
Darrell Johns 
Pat Zobrist 

May 12 
Jeremy Fenton 
Anupa Singh 
Bonnie Thiems 
 
 

May 18 
Kyle Ernst 
Katie Henricks 
Ryan Kreher 
Scott Schuetz 

May 24 
Wayne Fenton 
 
May 25 
Tristan Buss 
Lucille Daiber 
Denise Rhines 
Jensyn Suhre 
Leonard Suhre 

May 29 
June Neier 
Emma Rivas 
Madison Roy 
Theresa Zobrist 
 
 

May 6 
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