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With the wintery weather behind us, COVID illnesses and deaths dropping, and the
vaccination schedule accelerating, there’s reason to be as optimistic as the flower buds
that are bursting from what was frozen ground two weeks ago.
Thank you to those who attended our February Member Meeting. WORA hosted Mayor
Buckley, City Manager Jarrell, Alderwoman Tierney, Eileen Fogarty, and members of the
AMRP team which has been contracted to rebuild Hillman Garage and redevelop the
City Dock. They presented the status of these sequential projects, which begin with
Hillman’s demolition in early 2022, as well as the funding structure and challenges. The
entire project will be funded by AMRP in exchange for management of the parking
garage and its revenue for decades to come. As parking garage revenue currently funds
the city’s transportation budget, the city has begun to search for alternate
transportation funding, and we intend to closely monitor their progress. We also
expressed concerns about the pressure on residential parking that will occur as soon as
Hillman closes, and look forward to joining the parking-committee the city and Eileen
will stand up this spring to develop solutions. If you wish to watch the meeting in its
entirety on Zoom (and I encourage all of you to), please find it here.
WORA will hold it’s March member meeting on Thursday March 18th at 730pm and will
focus on O-7-21, legislation recently introduced by our Alderwoman Elly Tierney to
address short term rentals in the conservation residence districts. This legislation is
aligned with WORA’s mission to promote the needs of downtown residents, preserve
the historic nature of our neighborhoods, and support the growth of businesses that
serve residents. Elly will update us on the legislation, address your thoughts and
concerns, and answer your questions. Ahead of this meeting, voting members of WORA
(household and single memberships) will be sent a legislative summary and a simple
poll that asks if you support O-7-21. Voting members will also be able to pass their vote
at Thursday’s member meeting. With those results, the WORA board will create WORA’s
position on O-7-21. Please register for WORA’s March member meeting here.
WORA has completed its goal collection for Annapolis’ Comprehensive Plan, and we’re
almost ready to share a means via email for you to rank your priorities. With your input,
we can provide the city our organization’s overall goals to be included in this influential
report. I encourage every one of you to take the time to complete this when you get it,
and thank you!
(Continued on next page.)

President's Message cont'd

This past year has been incredibly challenging for all of
us, including our WORA board, which has only met in
person twice before shifting to virtual meetings. This
has slowed efforts to modernize WORA’s structure and
processes, and our ability to engage with the city, but
we have managed to make progress. WORA has applied
to the IRS for 501(c)4 status, now has a new 501(c)4appropriate checking account through BB&T bank, has
a new website and e-newsletter, and Director and
Officer’s Insurance to protect our board members and
organization. There is much more work to do “on” the
organization to enable WORA to more effectively
accomplish its mission. This includes developing a
more

effective

membership

recruitment

and

onboarding process, and adding a means for members
to pay their dues via credit card and not PayPal. I
appreciate the entire 2020-2021 board for helping
guide

WORA”s

transition

through

all

of

these

improvements.
Applicants for our 2021-2022 board are now being
accepted by Craig Harrison, this year’s Board Nomination
Committee Chairman, and I’m hoping you’ll be inspired to

Membership Renewal
If you need to review your WORA membership,
please do via the WORA website (wardone.org) or via
check, which can be made out to “Ward One
Residents Association” and mailed to WORA, PO Box
175, Annapolis, MD 21404. Single memberships are
$20/year (and afford a single vote), household
memberships are $35/year (and afford 2 votes), and
Associate memberships (non-voting) for businesses in
Ward One or absentee-homeowners are $25/year.
If you renew a single membership, please provide
us 1 email address. If you renew a household
membership, please provide us 2 email addresses.
Thank you for continuing to be our ‘WORA
evangelists’, so please help us “get-the-word-out”
about WORA and encourage your new and old
neighbors

to

join,

and

help

us

grow

the

organization and its impact!

Ward One Notecards

step up, join our team, and support your community. This
year’s board will attest that the work of the organization is
hard enough without having to do it via Zoom. But in a
year leading up to the most significant infrastructure
development downtown in decades, WORA’s mission to
promote a strong downtown community that encourages
long-term

residency,

improves

our

quality

of

life,

preserves the historic nature, and supports a commercial
district that serves residents has never been more critical.
We need your help! Please reach out to Craig at
nominations@WardOne.org or myself if you’re interested
or want to learn more.
Our Impactful First Sunday food collection continues to
help those in need: with February’s collection, downtown
residents have contributed 1567 pounds of food, hygiene,

Annapolis artist Linnea Payne kindly created the
newsletter logo for WORA, and is now selling similar
note cards on her website.

She has offered to

donate 10% of all notecard profits to WORA! To
order, go to linneapayneart.com/artwork-for-sale

and household cleaning products to the county food bank.
Thank you Carolyn Patenude and Noelle Richmond for
your leadership to sustain this effort. If you want to give
it, please reach out to me.

We'd Like to See Your Photos

Very Best,

Have some great shots of Annapolis that you'd like to

us a hand with this, or have ideas on how we can improve

Mark Mhley
WORAPresident@WardOne.org
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share in the WORA newsletter? Please send them to
wora21401@gmail.com.
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Alderwoman's Corner
Dear Members,
I wouldn’t be where I am right now as your Alderwoman
without my experience as a WORA member and its
President for several years. I took on your mission
statement as a daily objective, looking at every issue
through the lens of improving the resident’s quality of
life while supporting our historic uniqueness and our
adjacent business district.
I mention this as I recently asked the WORA board for
some assistance in supporting bill O-7-21 which
proposes a special exception application for any new
non owner-occupied STR applicant in the Conservation
Zones. Existing owners would be grandfathered. The bill
defines this use as ‘non-conforming’ as they are
‘businesses’. It distills down a specific problem and a
solution that was not addressed last year in the city
wide STR bill. It is a fair compromise, but unfortunately
any bill with the word STR in it brings out all of the
investors who voice their objections to protect their
business self-interests.
I said in my request for support that I understand the
fatigue, as your voices were not heard last year. My
colleagues believed through all the meetings that they
held; that their work was sufficient. And I was recused
so I couldn’t argue the misconceptions. It broke my
heart that we were ignored, but I was determined to
bring it up as soon as I could, which I have.
With board member Carl Larkin’s writing campaign, the
moratorium bill passed this past January allowing me a
3-month window of time to write legislation to address
this growing problem. For example, even in a pandemic
year, 37% of ALL non-Owner STR applicants were in the
Conservation Zones. And through testimony given this
past Council meeting, we learned that there are many
applicants in the queue. It validated that this bill is
needed now more than ever.

There are several bills coming up this legislative yearAccessory Dwelling Units and marijuana dispensaries,
and I look forward to WORA's position on these as well.
Alderwoman Elly Tierney
ellymtierney@gmail.com
aldtierney@gmail.com

Next WORA Zoom
Membership Meeting
Thursday, March 18
7:30 PM (Please note later start time)
Register Here
Please mark your calendar's for WORA's March
Meeting at 7:30 PM on Thursday, March 18th. This
meeting will focus on Bill O-7-21, legislation recently
introduced by our Alderwoman Elly Tierney to
address short term rentals in the conservation
residence districts.

Click here to see bill O-7-21.
Click here to go to the public testimony form.
The next Council Meeting is March 22 and your
testimony will be heard during ‘comments by the
general public’. It is important to get your message to
the City Council.
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Small Business Spotlight St. Patrick's Day Edition!

Giving Back

Did you know that there is a specialty European grocery store

Thank You! The March Impactful First Sunday

on Main Street? At Irish Traditions you’ll find items from the

brought in 230 pounds of food and supplies.

UK and Ireland that range from candy and baked goods to the
refrigerated case full of rashers and puddings. Owner

Next Impactful First Sunday:

Margaret McLemore shared that this draws expats from

Sunday, April 4 from 10am-6pm

throughout the region who want a taste of home. You can also
find beautiful jewelry, clothing, knitwear and Irish and Scottish
themed gifts. The gorgeous window display draws in locals
and visitors alike but Margaret says that it truly is a
destination store for people of Irish heritage throughout
Maryland. Irish Traditions has been a mainstay on Main Street
Kate Stillwell
for 10 years and is definitely worth a visit!
Did you know the whiskey bar at Galway Bay was brought over
from Ireland? In fact, the entire dining room was designed and
created by Irish craftsmen and installed in just five days. Manager
Sean Lynch says that the construction started on a Monday and

Drop Off Locations:
Acton Landing Park, Lafayette Park, Fleet
Street Park, Presidents Hill Community Park
Volunteer Needed:
To pick up bins Sunday, April 4, at 6pm and
bring the donation to the Anne Arundel Food
Bank on Monday, April 5.
Contact Carolyn: carolynpatenaude@gmail.com
Total Donations to Date: over 1,567 pounds!

was finished in time for dinner service the following Friday.
Opened in 1998 on Maryland Avenue, Galway Bay is a local’s
favorite for food, drink, and conversation. There is no television
to be found here. Sean says the most popular drinks are
Guinness Draft and whiskey and the signature foods are fish and
chips and shepherd’s pie. However, the bar and dining menus are
extensive and reflect fine Irish dining. You can enjoy your time at
Galway indoors or outside and they are open 7 days a week. It is
worth noting that Galway has been a great supporter of WORA,

Irish Traditions Website Photo

providing bar service at our annual membership social and

Irish Traditions
141 Main Street
www.Irishtraditionsonline.com

creating a wonderful spot to relax with your Ward One friends!
Do you know of a business in Ward One that would like to be
featured in this newsletter? Let us know!
Have a happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Paige Ferguson
paigecferguson@gmail.com

Galway Bay
Galway Bay Facebook Photo
63
Maryland Avenue
www.Galwaybaymd.com
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WORA Board Nominations
2021-2022

Photo Gallery - Boats
Seen at City Dock

The WORA nominating committee is actively seeking
new members for the 2021-2022 board. If you are
interested in participating with your neighbors and
friends on issues and happenings in our ward please
contact Craig Harrison at nominations@wardone.org
or call (410) 991-7339.
Craig Harrison
WORA Nominating Committee Chair

Kate Stillwell

nominations@wardone.org

Around Town

Kate Stillwell

Virtual Annapolis by Candlelight
Date: Starts Friday, April 23, 2021
Location: Virtual Event
A crisp evening is the perfect time to walk through a historic
neighborhood in Annapolis. For the past 28 years, the
experience has been made even better when the doors to

Kate Stillwell

some of Annapolis’s most beautiful homes were opened and
you were welcomed inside. Although the COVID-19 health
crisis

prevented

the

annual

in-person

tour,

Historic

Annapolis is pleased to announce the 29th annual Annapolis
by Candlelight will be presented in a new virtual format.
Visitors will be able to see how 21st-century Annapolitans
care for, live in, and make use of historic buildings. This tour
is a fantastic reminder of the rich architectural and cultural
heritage of Maryland’s capital city and showcases the many
benefits of effective historic preservation. Plus, the tour will

Kate Stillwell

take advantage of its virtual format by including sites outside
of the Historic District and some building spaces not usually
open to visitors. The tour will be available for viewing for a
period of one week, beginning April 23, 2021.
More information will be posted soon at annapolis.org.
- From Historic Annapolis website.
Please note: We will from time to time publicize events
pertaining to Historic Downtown Annapolis when space
allows.
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Your Opinion Matters
Have an opinion on something pertaining to
living in Annapolis or community affairs that
you'd like to share? Topics could include the
Comprehensive Plan or the Recovery Zones
established throughout town during the
pandemic, but we're interested in hearing
whatever is on your mind. Please send your
submissions to wora21401@gmail.com.
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