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As we enter 2021, our nation, state, city, and downtown neighborhoods are all being
challenged as they have never been before. Amidst these challenges, WORA continues
to improve our processes and communications with you, so that we can serve our
community better. We appreciate all of our members who have stepped up to help our
efforts recently, and invite all of you to reach out to ask what more you can do.
I want to pass a thank you to Lisa Fontaine for her time, energy, and expertise in
creating this new online newsletter. I also want to thank the other members of our
Communications Committee, board member Kate Stillwell, and WORA members Marlys
Sandve McDevitt and Paige Ferguson for developing the framework and developing the
content that you'll read in this and future editions. If you have an idea for a future
article, please contact any one of them!
We also want to thank Annapolitan artist Linnea Payne who created the amazing new
header image above this article. Linnea is currently the Artist in Residence at Johns
Hopkins Children's Hospital. Her work can be seen at linneapayneart.com.
In light of our new bylaw change on how length of membership is measured, we're
doing some work to better organize our membership roles, so that we can give you a
timely notice to renew your membership to WORA (or just make sure the auto-renewal
through PayPal is enabled). Thank you for your patience as we get this done, and please
renew your membership if you know that you need to. You can do it online at
wardone.org/join-renew/ or send a check to P.O.Box 175, Annapolis, Maryland 21404
(please include your email address for a single or associate membership and two email
addresses for a household membership).
Thank you to everyone who has donated food and other critical items to the county
food bank through our Impactful First Sunday project. To date, you have donated over
2000 pounds. The next collection will be on Sunday ,February 6th.
Our next membership meeting will be at 7pm on January 21st. Our topic will be the
2020 Comprehensive Plan and we'll be joined by the city's Chief of Comprehensive
Planning, Eric Leshinsky, to give us an update on the process and answer your
questions. We'll present our list of goals that we collected during the spring from WORA
members, that now need to be prioritized by you. We'll also share how we'll have you
make that prioritization happen via email after the meeting. Please register for the
meeting here and find more about the 2020 Comprehensive Plan in Hot Topics in this
newsletter.
Mark Mhley
President, Ward One Residents Association

Alderwoman's Corner
Dear Constituents, Neighbors and Friends,
As we enter this year, and its atmosphere of
uncertainty, it is my responsibility to keep you
informed as timely as possible. If you don’t already
receive my e-mail blasts please send me an e-mail to
subscribe. (ellymtierney@gmail.com). Vaccine rollout,
General Assembly, Public Safety, Hillman and City
Dock planning, etc. is priority right now and I want to
keep you as current as I am. It is an unprecedented
time and our communication is crucial in moving
through it.
As you may know the City Council reconvened this
past Monday, January 1. It was a full agenda and after
3 hours of meeting, we did approve a 3 month pause
on issuance of ‘non-Owner Occupied STRs’, also
classified as income producing properties, in the
residential conservation zones downtown. During this
moratorium I will work with the City and colleagues on
fair legislation to address them. As you know I ran for
office on a platform to sustain our neighborhoods and
local businesses, and bring back our downtown to
locals. Walking downtown this winter, it is ‘a ghost
town’ and I firmly believe it is exasperated to the City’s
non-implementation of our sector study, comp plan
and zoning code along with the pandemic. We need
full time renters, home and apartment owners
dispersed among our neighborhoods in lieu of the lost
opportunity in these new ‘income producing’
properties.
This argument has been hard as special interests and
lobbyists for social platforms and other Associations
have my colleague’s ears. We have not looked at the
long game for our fixed housing stock which is the
goal of the Code and our Sector studies. I know we
acknowledge it is a two-way street. You all have been
demonstrating that by supporting our local
restaurants and businesses through this difficult time.
There was other passed legislation worth discussing,
O-45-20 and R-17-20. Allow me to explain their
importance. O-45-20 was passed which clarifies the
responsibilities of the relatively new audit committee
including, among a myriad of other things, providing
program metrics, measurements, and evaluation of
our City departments.
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Kate Stillwell

This is very important and long overdue. The task of
evaluating our department performances will be the
committee’s priority and their budget will be
reallocated n hiring a professional consultant to fine
tune the performance measures so that they can be
measured for efficiency, which ultimately translates
into our City budget.
The resolution R-17-20 approved the performance
statements submitted by the City departments. They
were developed by City staff but with the
aforementioned professional guidance they will serve
as a useful tool in evaluating the efficiency of our
government during the budget review.
Finally, we will finally address our flooding and our
aging infrastructure by a new predevelopment
contract on the replacement of Hillman Garage
downtown and implementation of the City Dock Action
Committee consensus plan. The goal of the
predevelopment consortium is to do this with
Resiliency funds and leveraging our assets so that no
impact to tax payers.
These long overdue efforts will reap so many benefits
for us as we are nothing without saving our eroding
coast from flooding. Secondary to that is the inevitable
injection to our economy while protecting our historic
scale and streetscape. That’s a good New Year thought
to end with!
Kind regards,
Elly Tierney
ellymtierney@gmail.com
aldtierney@gmail.com

2

Hot Topics
Reminder to obtain a Certificate of Approval (COA)
from Planning and Zoning for exterior work planned
in the Historic District
Annapolis Planning and Zoning guidelines for the Historic
District are in place to preserve, enhance, and safeguard the
historical and cultural heritage of Annapolis, and to stabilize and
improve property values. I have been on both sides of the COA
process as both a contractor and administrator in the Annapolis
area, working in the Historic District for decades, but it does not
take decades to understand the application and approval
process required by the City of Annapolis for exterior work, and
to avoid the common problems.

Wil Scott

Hot Topics
Annapolis 2020 Comprehensive Plan
The City's 2020 Comprehensive Plan Director,
Eric Leshinsky, asked to share two things with
WORA members. First is a link to an update he
gave the Planning Commission recently, which
you can find at 17:27 at this link
Next, is a survey that aims to gather qualitative
data from residents, that we encourage you to
spend a few minutes taking. Link to the survey
here.

WORA Dues
Need to renew your membership?
You can do so online with PayPal on the
WORA website.

Next WORA Zoom
Membership Meeting
Thursday, January 21
7-9pm
Register Here
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Most Common Problem: Working without a Certificate of
Approval (COA) or hiring a contractor who does not apply for
city approval or understand the basic Historic District
Preservation Guidelines. Be sure to apply for a COA prior to
starting the project, as failure to do so can result in a Stop Work
Order or fines. There are two types of approval: Administrative
or Public Hearing. Read below to choose the form which best
fits the project.
Administrative Approval – If the proposed work is a
replacement in kind, a repair, a minor change such as a new
front door, or a change in landscaping, an Administrative
Approval Application is needed. The link to the form can be
found here, along with instructions. The basic requirements are
photographs of the area to be worked on along with photos of
the front elevation of the house. Specifications for products to
be used are also required and drawings may be requested. If
work is to be performed beyond the house, a site plan is
needed. The application can be submitted to 145 Gorman
Street, Third Floor.
Public Hearing – If the proposed exterior work is going to
create a new feature, such as a deck or a new fence or an
addition, then a Public Hearing Application is required. This is a
more involved process which requires meeting with Planning
and Zoning staff prior to application submittal. My suggestion is
to contact staff early in the process for help with meeting the
Design Guidelines and Zoning Requirements within the Historic
District. Link to the Public Hearing Application and Guidelines
If you have a question, please contact us. We are available for
Zoom meetings and site visits as the need arises.
John J. Tower
Assistant Chief of Historic Preservation
City of Annapolis
jjtower@annapolis.gov
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Small Business Spotlight
Small businesses are the backbone of our community and
commerce in Ward One and we are so lucky to be able to walk
around and find wonderful, fun, old, new, and necessary items
just blocks from home. This column is focused on highlighting
these shops and their owners beginning with three that are
members of WORA: Evergreen, Back Creek Books, and
Annebeth's. Behind each business there is a passionate
entrepreneur and their story.
Did you know Evergreen Antiques is home to the oldest
antique shop in historic Annapolis? It has long been a
Maryland Avenue treasure. Filled with unique finds, furniture,
jewelry, and gorgeous vintage clothing, it is truly an Annapolis
gem. As a native of Annapolis, Joanna Young grew up with a
love of antiques and says the shops have always been her
“happy place”— and Evergreen had always been one of her
favorites. She often stopped in on breaks from bartending at
Kate Stillwell
Galway
Bay and became dear friends with the former owner
Mary Jo Murray. A few years later, while living in Brooklyn, NY,
Joanna heard that Mary Jo was ready to make a transition and
she and her husband Geoff rushed back to Annapolis to
purchase the business in 2016. Look for Joanna, Geoff, and
baby Euan next time you’re on the Avenue!
Did you know that the home of Back Creek Books was
originally “George Jones’ Bookshop” from 1908 to 1929?
Having always dreamed of owning a bookshop himself,
Rockford Toews was charmed by the history of the space and
established Back Creek Books on Main Street in 2013. A
California native, Rock has lived in Annapolis for 30 years and
considers himself a true transplant. The bookshop is filled
from floor to ceiling with books on every subject and there is a
special section on Maryland and Annapolis History that
shouldn’t be missed. Though loved by locals, Rock also counts
on out of town visitors who happen by on their way along
Main Street. The Naval Academy and St. Johns bring parents
who drop in whenever they’re in town to visit and
pick up a book or two.
Did you know that Annebeth’s was once a video shop? When
Annebeth Bunker opened her store in 1998 it was a “date
night destination” with offerings of movies, wine, beer, and
snacks. Now you can find an extensive wine and beer
selection, gourmet snacks and meals, ice cream, and a
fantastic assortment of gifts, including wonderful gift baskets
assembled according to your style. A true local’s favorite, it is
well known for the popular “nine under $9” section of wines.
Next time you stop in be sure to look on the wall behind the
counter. You may discover your neighbor is an authentic
regular. If you pre-buy a dozen wines, you’ll be up there with
your favorite vintages listed.
Stay tuned for more spotlights in the next newsletter…
Paige Ferguson
paigecferguson@gmail.com
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Giving Back
Thank You! The January Impactful First Sunday
brought in 155 pounds of food and supplies.
Next Impactful First Sunday:
Sunday, February 7 from 10am-6pm
Drop Off Locations:
Acton Landing Park, Lafayette Park, Fleet
Street Park, Presidents Hill Community Park
Volunteer Needed:
To pick up bins Sunday, February 7, at 6pm
and bring the donation to the AA food bank
on Monday, February 8. Contact Carolyn:
carolynpatenaude@gmail.com
Total Donations to Date: over 2000 pounds!

Here are the details on this month's
Small Businesses
Evergreen Antiques, 69 Maryland Avenue
shopevergreenantiques.com
Back Creek Books, 194 Main Street
backcreekbooks.com
Annebeth’s, 46 Maryland Avenue
annebeths.biz
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Opinion

Art in Annapolis

I confess that moving to downtown has been an adventure
alternating between joy due the proximity to all that Annapolis
offers and consternation at the deteriorated sidewalks and
crosswalk safety concerns.

Maryland Federation of Art (MFA) continues to
fulfill our mission of creating connections in the
community through art, even through the
challenges presented by the pandemic.

Enter our Alderwoman, Elly Tierny. I approached her as a
“resident with concerns” and limited my ask to two issues: the
lack of crosswalks and speeding on lower Duke of Gloucester
St (DoG). I am located at DoG and St Mary’s streets: big drop
off and pick up location for St Mary’s school. Believe it or not
there isn’t a crosswalk for these students and our sidewalk is
sinking wreaking havoc for students as well as churchgoers
during inclement weather when the bricks are swept over by
inches of rushing water. In addition, throughout the day but
most especially late at night we have the DoG speed track
where speeds in excess of 50mph are not uncommon. The
consequences of these two issues have been students hit by
Kate Stillwell
vehicles
and cars totaled by drunk drivers.

At Circle Gallery we continue to show the best in
current art created by living artists. With exhibits
that change monthly, Annapolis residents and
visitors can experience artwork by Maryland
artists as well as artists from across the country in
a variety of media. Circle Gallery, located at 18
State Circle, is open every day 11 - 5 pm.

Elly, met me on a rainy day during school dismissal and
witnessed first hand the challenges for students and the
conditions created by the submerged sidewalk. The crosswalk
issue was referred to the Department of Public Works and the
speeding challenge was referred to the Department of
Transportation. We originally requested speed camera/
ticketing equipment be installed. Alternatively, DOT installed
electronic speed equipment to flash “your speed” vs speed
limit and that seems to have helped a little but I suspect, once
the novelty wears off and the realization that there aren’t any
consequences for speeding, it’s effectiveness will evaporate.
The sidewalk issue is pending a resolution.
We are in the midst of a pandemic and understandably
funding will unlikely be forthcoming but it is still important for
residents to press for solutions to safety problems. I walk
extensively throughout our ward and echo sentiments that
pedestrians would benefit greatly if the City would come up
with long term solutions to improving the safety of walkers:
sidewalk repairs more crosswalks.
Kate Stillwell
WORA Board Member
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But you can connect with MFA virtually as well. All
physical exhibits - whether located at Circle
Gallery or in other gallery spaces across Maryland,
also have online sales galleries where you can
view - and purchase - work. In addition,MFA
presents six online only exhibitions that draw
artists from Europe, the Middle East and the Far
East to share their work virtually with a worldwide audience. And twice each month you can
explore art with Dr. Wilford Scott, a local art
historian and former National Gallery senior
staffer, as he Zooms with MFA artist members
about their work, their inspiration and their
motivation.
And coming in March is Collector’s Choice - MFA’s
annual art lottery where every ticket holder
selects a piece of art of their choice. The artwork
will be exhibited at Circle Gallery, but the event
will be held virtually so you can add to your art
collection while supporting an organization
leading the way in visual arts.
You can learn more about MFA’s scheduled
exhibition and events by visiting our website,
mdfedart.org or stop in at Circle Gallery to see
artwork from across the country brought to you
here in Annapolis.
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Glimpse of the Past
From Estate to Museum: The Transformation of the
Hammond-Harwood House in the Historic District
Rachel Lovett, Curator & Assistant Director, Hammond-Harwood House Museum

In the heart of the historic district in downtown Annapolis is an American
architectural jewel. The Hammond-Harwood House Museum, a National
Historic Landmark, is a five-part Palladian (a style derived from 16th
century Italian architect Andrea Palladio) mansion that features some of
the best woodcarving and plasterwork in America. It maintains a kind of
symmetry and system of proportions that are rarely seen in buildings of
this period. While most 18th century structures were fashioned by
amateurs and artisans, the Hammond-Harwood house was clearly the
work of a trained professional architect.
The house is located at 19 Maryland Avenue. Since 1940, the site has
served hundreds of thousands of museum visitors from around the world
and has become a landmark of colonial architecture that proudly
showcases an excellent collection of fine and decorative arts. Highlights
include an extensive collection of furniture by Annapolis cabinetmaker
John Shaw (1745-1829) and paintings by Annapolis-raised artist Charles
Willson Peale (1741-1827) and his family.
The house was begun in 1774 by planter Matthias Hammond. An ardent
patriot, Hammond was elected to the Maryland government in 1773.
Hammond employed renowned English-born architect William Buckland
(1734-1774) to design a new, elegant townhouse within the most
fashionable area of Annapolis. Hammond likely commissioned his
townhouse to compete with homes built by his first cousin James Brice,
who built the Brice House on East Street, and his older brother John
Hammond who built Acton Hall in Murray Hill, both still extant.

Top Overview Today

Rear View Today

The current one-acre garden at the Hammond-Harwood House was
originally four, and described in a 1789 deed as Hammond’s Square, now
the name of the museum gift shop. Hammond had purchased the four
acres between 1772 and 1774 with the intention of building the property.
It was bounded by King George Street, Prince George Street, and the Paca
property. The original property would have encompassed many homes
now in Ward One.
Where the house is situated was probably the only unobstructed view of
the harbor. There is a large underground spring which feeds into the pond
at the Paca garden and empties into the city dock area. The spring
bisected the property so the only suitable location for the house would
have been where you see the home today, and Hammond likely chose the
prominent street location across from the Chase-Lloyd House
intentionally.
The four acres from the house down to the Paca garden originally made a
gentle slope filled in to have a series of terraces or “falls”. Similar falls
can still be seen at the Paca gardens today, which is a recreated garden of
what originally existed on the property. Visitors coming to Annapolis just
before the American Revolution like the royal Governor Assistant, William
Eddis, described a brick mansion that dominated the townscape,
Continued next page
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Rear View Early 20th Century
Photos Courtesy of
Hammond-Harwood House Museum
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Glimpse of the Past cont'd
as being set in a spacious lawn that featured trees and
shrubs. No formal pattern was noted, so it may have
been a more “English style” or naturalistic garden, or it
may have been simple neglect, as Hammond never
lived on the property after it was built, nor did his
nephews who inherited the property after his death in
1786. Instead, Hammond chose to reside on his family
plantation, named Howards Adventure, in Gambrills,
Maryland.
In the late 18th century, the house was partially
rented by Jeremiah Townley Chase, a one-time mayor
of the city, who used the North Wing of the house as a
law office. Chase later purchased the home in 1811 for
his eldest daughter, Frances Chase Loockerman, and
her husband Richard to live in with their ten children.
During the Loockerman period in the 19th century, the
garden contained an orchard where Cumberland
Court now stands and a vegetable garden near the
current structures of 211 and 213 King George Street.
This pleasure garden would have been tended to by
the Loockermans' five enslaved servants. We know the
names of a few, including Juliet and sisters Mary and
Matilda Matthews.
The boxwoods at the back of the current one-acre
garden were planted about 1825 by Frances Chase
Loockerman. They were originally laid out in a heart
shape, now only the top of the heart remains. The
panoramic view from the upstairs window must have
been quite pleasing -- the heart boxwood and then
beyond that the gentle sloping falls, the orchard to the
right, and finally the Severn River with ships docked
from all over the eastern seaboard.
On the property there would have had some type of
outbuilding to house carriages and horses. Late 19th
images show a small wood building that could have
been the stable in back of the north hyphen facing
King George Street.
There was a spring house at the center of the property
to get fresh water. Spring Houses were small single
room structures with a well. The structure kept the
water clean from fallen leaves and animals. Before
refrigeration these cool spaces were also used to keep
food that would otherwise spoil.
In an uncanny twist of fate, the architect William
Buckland’s great-grandson William Harwood married
the eldest Loockerman daughter, Hester, thereby
bringing the Buckland family into the house. It was
during Harwood's time in residence that an
unfortunate incident happened with one of their
outbuildings.
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The home had an outhouse directly behind the service
side of the house near Cumberland Court. In January
of 1867 an alarming fire, set by an unknown arsonist,
consumed the outhouse. The Baltimore Sun wrote “A
Few Nights Since, a bold attempt was made to burn
the large brick dwelling on the premises of Northeast
Street (Maryland Ave) occupied by William Harwood,
esq. The incendiary fired an out- house which burned
to the ground, and, but for prompt and timely aid of
persons who were soon on the spot, probably a large
amount of valuable property would have been
destroyed. Although our officers have been vigilant to
ferret the incendiary, up to this time now arrests have
been made. Mayor Swann has offered a reward of
$500 for the apprehension and conviction of the
Kate It
Stillwell
party.”
must have been quite a loss, especially in the
cold winter months!
The majority of the original property was sold by the
Harwood family between 1860 and 1890, and soon
after new residential and commercial buildings were
put up on King George, Prince George and Maryland
Avenue. Cumberland Court was the last section to be
sold in the early 20th century.
After the 1924 death of the last private owner, Hester
Ann Harwood, a granddaughter of the Loockermans',
the house’s contents were put up at auction. The
garden has largely been neglected and was overgrown
at this time. St. John’s College purchased the site for
educational purposes in 1926. However,that endeavor
only lasted a few years and the college soon put the
building up for sale.
Finally, in 1940, the Hammond-Harwood House was
purchased by the newly formed Hammond-Harwood
House Association, a 501(c)3 non-profit, which
acquired the art collection and many original items
back. The museum is an independent entity not
connected with Historic Annapolis or any government
agencies.
The museum created a colonial revival “green garden”
with the help of landscape architect consultants like
Alden Hopkins who worked for Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation. Today we can see magnolias at the back
of the property, a perimeter brick wall installed in
1948 by the Federated Garden Club of Maryland, and
a small herb garden. The garden is not intended to
recreate what it looked like in the 18th or 19th
century. It is a quiet green space for reflection and a
serene vantage point to appreciate the magnificent
architecture of the mansion. To learn more about this
historic jewel, join as a museum member, attend an
event, or sign up for our weekly newsletter. Please visit
the website hammondharwoodhouse.org
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