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March 9, 2022 
 

Dear CMS Families, 
 

As you may have heard, the Washington State indoor mask mandate is set to expire March 12th. You may 

wonder how this will impact CMS. Masking is just a small part of the guidance that we must follow, and we have 

been waiting for the most updated information from the Department of Health before answering that question. As 

of yesterday, we have received the guidance that will clarify our masking requirements as well as other guidelines. 

Please know that our heart is for the health and safety of our students and families. The updated guidelines and 

procedures are based on current vaccination rates in our communities as well as a significant decrease in 

hospitalizations. Although some of our practices will be changing, we do not plan to change things completely 

overnight, and we will be watchful for community spread of illness. If circumstances change, there may come a 

need for precautions to go back in place. We are very hopeful that won’t be the case and will follow all directions 

by State and local health jurisdictions. . 

As of next Monday, March 14th, students and staff will no longer be required to wear masks while at 

school. We realize that there are many reasons why a student may be advised to continue wearing a mask. Masking 

will of course be optional. We as a school community will completely support any student or staff member who 

continues to wear a mask. At this time, we will continue to require visitors to our campus to wear masks. This 

includes prospective families, and current parents/siblings when they will come into close contact with students 

other than their own. We will also continue to do our drop-off and pick-up procedures outside our building, 

although we will no longer be taking temperatures. In order to keep our relatively small space free of congestion, 

we still feel this is best practice for the time being.  

Another change we will be gradually implementing is to drop the strict separation of cohorts. Students will 

begin mixing cohorts at the extreme ends of the day. We may also have students working in other classroom 

cohorts if the need arises and when student to teacher ratios can be maintained. Again, these will be gradual and 

may not be implemented until summer term or even beyond.   

Another big question families have is regarding field trips. Yes, we are now allowed to resume field trips 

and masking will not be required on buses or vans during transportation. At least for the remainder of the school 

term, field trips will be limited to those that have minimal contact with people in the larger community. For 

instance, a walking trip at a nature trail, or even an outdoor trip to a local farm would be minimal contact with those 

outside of our school communtiy, but still allow for exploration off of our campus. If you are concerned about your 

student attending off-site field trips, please let me know so we can determine if alternative arrangements need to be 

made. 

The final change you will see beginning next week is to our notification process regarding possible COVID 

exposure. New guidance requires families be given written and/or verbal notice if anyone in their child’s cohort has 

tested positive for COVID. Once the notification has been given, it is recommended (although not required) that 

students with a possible exposure wear a well-fitting mask for 5 days while monitoring for symptoms. Students are 

no longer required to quarantine away from activities but are strongly encouraged to wear masks and test between 

days 3-5 after exposure just to be safe. At home tests are considered sufficient and strongly encouraged if you feel 

your student is symptomatic for COVID at any time. 

 I realize this is a lot of information to process. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 

to contact me. I will continue to update families as protocols change or if further guidance from local health 

jurisdictions is given. Thank you so much for your support throughout this time of uncertainty. I hope that all of our 

families will continue to stay safe and healthy in the days to come. 
 

Sincerely, 

Merissa White - Director 

(360) 438-3639 

merissa@capitalmontessorischool.com 


