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Opt In to Receive Printed
Edition of Newsletter

This will be the last newsletter printed and
mailed to chapter members unless they have
opted to continue receiving the printed version.

With the costs of printing and postage rising, the
board is requesting that members who regularly use
email consider receiving the electronic version of the
newsletter. It is emailed usually earlier that the print-
ed version is sent to the post office and it is in full
color.

Cards were sent to all members currently receiv-
ing the newsletter last month. A significant number
of cards have been returned, but at this time there
are about 225 members who have not responded. For
them, this is the last issue of the newsletter they will
receive. Remember to send in your cards or send you
email address to continue receiving the newsletter.

Members of our chapter and
the Minnesota DNR recently
stocked muskie fingerlings
and yearlings into several
metro area lakes. Every fish
was tagged with a floy tag
and a pit tag to be used in
studies in the years to come.
The money to stock these
fish came from the Hugh C.
Becker fund and the Twin
Cities Chapter fundraisers.
So far, Minnetonka has been
stocked with 35 yearlings
and 300 fingerlings, White
Bear Lake has received 287
12-15-inch fingerlings, and
Bald Eagle Lake received 69
fingerlings and 183 yearlings.
More stocking information in
the President’s letter.

Below: The yellow floy tag
can be seen on of one of the
newly-stocked muskies.

George Wahl
Will Be Missed

It is with deep regret that
we acknowledge the pass-
ing of George Wahl on

November 19th after a
couragous battle with cancer.
He will be missed by many
people in the muskie commu-
nity and elsewhere.

George was long-time Muskies Inc. member and a
fixture in our chapter for many years. A Muskies Inc.
Hall of Fame member, chapter president, and tourna-
ment director, George designed and manufactured
the Eagle Tail bucktail and was founder of the
Minnesota Muskie Expo. 

In recent months George was able to take one
last trip to his favorite spot on Lake of the Woods.
Didn’t catch a muskie, but got a nice 41” northrn.
During that trip he was interviewed by Muskie maga-
zine. We will have portions of that interview in next
month’s newsletter.

Chapter Elections To Be Held

Elections of new board members will be held at the
December meeting. Nominations were accepted at the
November meeting for board members to take office for

two-year terms beginning in January. Nominated were George
Selcke, Joe Mellott, Troy Zuelzke, Greg Kappes, Jack Hilbert,
Eric Bakke, Jim Doyle, Tony Sommerfeld, and John Newman. 

There is still time to take more nominations. Anyone who
would like to have a say on how the chapter conducts it business,
what events to participate in, where the chapter chooses to
spend its money, should consider putting their name up for
nomination. Once the board members have been chosen at the
December meeting, chapter members will then elect the board
officers (president, vice president, etc.) from among the board
members. 
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The Twin Cities Chapter has been busy working

with the DNR to do some research on the metro

fishery. With money from the Hugh C. Becker

Foundation combined with our chapter’s fundraising

efforts, we have purchased muskies that the DNR has

tagged for the study. Currently we have stocked year-

lings in Bald Eagle (DNR supplied 400 fingerlings as

well), 12"-15" fingerlings in White Bear Lake, and

both yearlings and fingerlings in Minnetonka. We

would like to obtain more fish for this study, but our

suppliers have been less reliable than we had hoped

for in combination with an early freeze-up. This proj-

ect will take a few years to complete.

Each fish has been tagged with a floy tag (yellow

external) and a pit tag (internal RF). Each of the floy

tags has a number on it and when that fish is caught,

the data can be entered into the database on the DNR’s

website. We are hoping to obtain data in the areas of

which size fish survives better and in what ratio. We

also want to get some population estimates as well as

get some look at the effects of angler mortality. In the

upcoming years we will be reintroducing the angler

diary program to further assist in the information-

gathering process. Stay tuned for further details on

this project.

Please write down the date of February 21st. This is

the date of the Twin Cities Chapter Winter Banquet.

We have secured the Minnesota Valley Country Club

as a venue for this event where we anticipate a sellout

of 200 people. We anticipate a sellout because we’re

going to have a special speaker for this event. We have

convinced Jim Lindner to speak at this event so be

sure to get your tickets early. We are also increasing

the number of prizes this year over last year’s event.

We already have two to three times more prizes and

we’re adding to it every day. We are still in need of

helpers for this event so if you would like to donate

some of your time (or product) please contact myself

or Joe Mellott.

December is also the month where we have nomina-

tions to the board and for the executive positions. We

are in need of a few good men and women to assist in

the duties of running the chapter. No experience is

necessary. The only thing you need is a good attitude

and a willingness to learn. We meet on the first

Tuesday of the month for an hour or two and then

socialize afterwards. If you have any questions please

contact me anytime.

Stay warm!!!!

From Our President SHAWN KELLETT

The 15th annual Minnesota Muskie
Expo – renamed George’s
Minnesota Muskie Expo – will have

many great changes this year. The show’s
founder, George Wahl, chose to bring in
Paul Hartman to help with organizing the
2009 show. 

The show has moved from Blaine to
Concordia University’s Gangelhoff Center
in St. Paul. The new facitlity is a larger,
neater space with better lighting and
sound. The Ganglehoff Center is 2 blocks
off Interstate 94, dead center between
Minneapolis and St. Paul downtowns, and
convenient for out of town attendees and
exhibitors as well. The 2009 Expo will be
held April 3, 4, and 5th in place of the
usual March dates. 

The show content will remain a pure
muskie theme but the move to Concordia
has created space for additional vendors.
The show features a long list of the

world’s top muskie anglers sharing
secrets of success in seminars, retailers
offering great sale prices, guides and
resorts. This is also the place to connect
with the factory reps from the industry
giants with questions and suggestions. 

The unique aspect of the Expo is buy-
ing direct from the lure manufacturers,
getting low prices, custom colors and the
newest prototype baits. Lure companies
comprise over 50% of Expo exhibitors.
Their strong presence is because it’s a
cottage industry with 80% of the lures
being made right here in the Midwest.

Minnesota has 150,000 muskie anglers
but a recent MN DNR survey showed 50%
of the state’s 1.2 million anglers are inter-
ested in pursuing muskies. 

Expo information including seminar
times, show hours, directions, and special
attractions can be found online at
www.minnesotamuskieexpo.com.

Muskie Expo Makes Changes for 2009 Tell Us A Tale

Tell us a tale about some-
thing that happened this
year while fishing. We’re

looking for hard luck or entertain-
ing stories. You know, about the
world record that got away. Or,
about your boat sinking in the
middle of Lake of the Woods. Or,
the black flies and mosquitoes
that nearly ate you when you got
lost. We all –  no matter what our
fishing skills – have a story to tell. 

The “Muskie Tale” Award will
be presented to the club member
who shares the best tale (story).
Send your tales to last year’s
recipient of this award, Jim
Kroupa at 6311 Steller Circle,
Excelsior, MN 55331. If you want
to email, please send to him  at
jkroupa@ties2.net. 



On the Water 3

from Pete Randall, Contest Chair

W ith the season coming to an
end, make sure you get all of
your releases registered

before its to late. All fish must be
registered by the end of 2008. Need to
enter that one last fish into the
Members Only Contest? Go to
www.muskiesinc.org, “Fish
Submission,” or you can download
blank forms at the web site also.

JUNIORS DIVISION: 
1ST: Evan Nicolai - 87 points - 7 fish -

44" longest 
2ND: J.T. Doebler - 27 points - 2 fish -

43" longest 
3RD: Zachary Weyland - 15 points - 1

fish - 41"

JUNIORS HYBRID DIVISION: (points already
tabulated with pure-strain releases)
1ST: Zachary Weyland - 1 fish - 41" 

WOMENS DIVISION: 
1ST: Carole K Janik - 77 points - 6 fish -

41" longest 
2ND: Christine L Rein - 29 points - 2

fish - 51" longest
3RD: Barbara Dull - 16 points - 2 fish -

51" longest

WOMENS MASTERS:
1ST: Cindy Hegdahl - 207 points - 15

fish - 47.5" longest
2ND: Linda Knutson - 124 points - 10

fish - 47" longest

MENS DIVISION:
1ST: Phil Groth - 453 points - 31 fish -

47.5" longest 
2ND: Bob Culbertson - 243 points - 20

fish - 45" longest
3RD: Jeremy M. Knutson - 225 points -

14 fish - 46.5" longest 
4TH: Bryan Walsh - 204 points - 11 fish -

51" longest
5TH: Peter R Janik - 194 points - 12 fish

- 52" longest
6TH: Corey DeZeeuw - 188 points - 12

fish - 47" longest 
7TH: Travis Hultgren - 172 points - 12

fish - 49.5" longest

8TH: Jeff Peterson - 160 points - 9 fish -
49" longest 

9TH: John Huss - 157 points - 12 fish -
48.5" longest

10TH: Jack Hilbert - 151 points - 9 fish -
50.5" longest

MENS HYBRID DIVISION: (points already
tabulated with pure-strain releases)
1ST: Corey DeZeeuw - 2 fish - 43"

longest
2ND: Greg Pirritano - 1 fish - 40"
3RD: Matt Murtha - 1 fish - 34"

MENS MASTERS:
1ST: Kris Astorp - 1011 points - 60 fish -

52.5" longest 
2ND: Dean A Roll - 670 points - 37 fish -

52.5" longest
3RD: Tony Sommerfeld - 214 points - 13

fish - 48" longest 
4TH: Mark Fredrick - 211 points - 15

fish - 45.5" longest 
5TH: David Gustafson - 184 points - 12

fish - 50" longest

MENS MASTERS HYBRID DIVISION: (points
already tabulated with pure-strain releases)
1ST: Kris Astorp - 4 fish - 38" longest

LUNKER OF THE MONTH: 
JUNE: official - Brandon Bunney - 51" -

June 14th - Rush
JULY: official - Kris Astrop - 52.5" - July

17th - Vermilion
Dean A. Roll - 52.5" - July 27th -
Vermilion

AUGUST: official - Josh Borovsky - 56" -
Aug. 1st - Vermilion 

SEPTEMBER: official - Dean A. Roll - 52"
- Sept. 13th - Miltona

OCTOBER: unofficial - Peter J. Janik -52"
- Oct. 7th - Waconia 
Steve Hedensten - 52" - Oct. 24th -
West Battle

NOVEMBER: unofficial - Brian Hanson -
51" - Nov. 14th -Vermilion

Here’s something new, Minnetonka
and Mille Lacs have not put a 50+" fish
on the Lunker of the Month board
YET!! Has the “Lunker of the Year”
already been released? 

And at this point, NO you will not
see me ON THE WATER...

Members Only
Contest

Dean Roll posted this photo of a nice 51-incher he caught on Minnetonka this summer on
the chapter website: www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org. Using the website is an easy to share all
your fish photos.

KID’S FISHING CONTEST
Remember to send in your
child’s record of fish caught this
season to the Kid’s Fishing
Contest. Every child under 12
who catches almost any species
of any size will be recognized at
the chapter awards in February.
One entry for each child with all
season’s fish should be sent to
Shawn Kellett, 414 Division St.,
Excelsior, MN 55331. Entries
must be received before
January 10.
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———––––––  this ’n that  –––———–––
IN MEMORY OF 
MARY VILLNOW
A Memorial Bench honoring Muskies
Inc. member Mary Villnow was
recently installed at a popular White
Bear Lake shore fishing spot. Mary’s
bench is located along the north side
of the bridge to Manitou Island. Park
at Matoska Park, walk towards the
island, and take the gravel path on
the left side of the road. This bench
was a needed addition to the fishing
spot and will be enjoyed by many
anglers.

Mary, who lost a courageous battle
against cancer, was an avid muskie
angler and White Bear Lake was one
of her favorite spots. She was a great
supporter of Muskies Inc. Her hus-
band, Paul, is a Twin Cities Chapter
member – Mary insisted on being a
North Metro Chapter member so
they would support both metro area
chapters. Next time you’re at White
Bear Lake look for Mary’s bench and

think of all her efforts on behalf of the
muskie fishery.

SPONSOR PROGRAM 
You will see a number of ads in this
and upcoming issues of On the
Water. As part of the board’s sponsor
program, we will be including spon-
sor ads in the newsletter several
times a year.

The chapter’s sponsors donate prod-
ucts, gift certificates, trips, and resort
stays for our tournament, rearing
fund raffle, and welcome table.
Without them, we would not be able
to hold the fundraisers that help our
chapter functions.

If you’re looking for a new bait, keep
in mind that manufacturers of some
of the most productive baits ever
designed are among our sponsors.
And remember to buy them from
sponsoring retailers. And if you’re in
the stores, please tell them thank
you from our chapter.

YOUTH CHAIR NEEDED 
The chapter is seeking an individual
to chair our youth activities. The
youth chair heads the chapter’s Kid’s
Fishing Contest and works with other
organizations with kid’s fishing semi-
nars, tournaments and other projects
such as refurbishing rods and reels
to give to deserving kids. It is not a
requirement for the Youth Chair to be
a member of the Board. Contact
Shawn Kellett at 952-380-1218 if
you’re interested in helping promote
youth activities for our chapter.

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE
The tournament committee meets
the fourth Tuesday of the month at
the Knights of Columbus Hall in
Bloomington to plan the annual
Frank Schneider Jr. Memorial
Tournament. Committee participants
don’t have to be Board members,
just interested in helping. Call Denise
Olson at 612-866-4730 if interested.

REEDS
Family Outdoor Outfitters

www.reedssports.com
1-800-346-0019
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FOR SALE: 2007 Ranger 620 DVS,
Evinrude 225, Johnson 9.9 Kicker.

Ranger Trail Trailer, MinnKota Terrova 80, 3-Bank Charger,
2 Lowrance LCX 112 w/GPS, Clarion AM/FM w/Siriuis, Keel
Protector, Ranger Cover, Removable Rear Deck, Walkthru
Windshield, EZ Step-on Trailer, Front Deck Step, 2 Butt
Chairs, Pro Staff Member. Only 8 days on the water in 2008!
$61,000 package in 2007. All for $47,000. Call Ron Sanders
612-386-1100.

Classified ads may be submitted by Twin Cities Chapter mem-

bers. Charges are $5.00 per month per ad. Send ad information

and check made out to Muskie, Inc. by the 15th of each month for

insertion into the following month’s publication to: Graphic

Works, 7125 17th Avenue South, Richfield, MN 55423.

EARN YOURSELF

$25.00!

7000 WAYZATA
BLVD 
GOLDEN VALLEY,
MN 55426 

Refer a friend or family member to Lupient
Buick Pontiac GMC. If that person purchases
or leases a new or pre-owned vehicle, or you
buy or lease one yourself, we will send you
$25.00!

NAME ________________________________________________

ADDRESS  ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

PHONE _______________________________________________

You or your friend or family member must present this completed
coupon at time of purchase. Offer expires June 30, 2009.

The new
Ambassadeur®

Record.

The toughest
Abu® yet.

©2006 Pure Fishing Inc.

www.abugarcia.com

763-546-2222

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
9AM-9PM

SAT. 9 AM-6PM

SUN. 10AM-5PM

651-488-5511
33 Cty. Rd B
St. Paul, MN 

One Block East of Rice StreetSPORTING GOODS

Outdoor Experts for Over 75 Years

715-547-3710
www.laxreproductions.com 5455 Hwy 45 • Conover, WI 54519

Let 'Em Grow,
Let 'Em Go!
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FAMILY INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
Need insurance for that new BOAT?

Giving special attention to our clients, we write all types of 
home, auto, life and recreational vehicle insurance.

Before you renew elsewhere – CHECK US OUT!
Give Pete and Cindy Randall a call before you renew.

OFFICE: 952-890-5961

THE HOUSE RANDALL AGENCY

UP NORTH
REALTY

www.womanlakehomes.com
Lakeshore • Cabins • Hunting Land

CONTACT MARK TIETJEN
218-536-0008
Mark@womanlakehomes.com

CALVERT ISLAND –
IN THE HEART OF 

LAKE OF THE WOODS

Excellent muskie fishing 
and other species

AMERICAN AND HOUSEKEEPING PLANS

GROUP AND FAMILY RATES
PRIVATE BOATS WELCOME

75 MILES FROM INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MN

TOLL FREE

1-877-226-1211
www.whitefishbaycamp.com

whitefishbaycamp@yahoo.com

Simple. Carefree. Comfortable. It’s all here!
Welcome to Tom’s Harbor on Cass Lake. Build your own year-round northern Minnesota

retreat on this exquisite, unique lakeshore! This development has been created for families,
retired couples or singles that have northern Minnesota in their heart. 2 bedroom, 2 bath open

floor plan with central air. At Tom’s Harbor you’ll have a sandy beach, heated pool, hot tub,
picnic areas, fire pits, playground, lighted marina with deeded harbor slip, guest docking,
concrete boat ramp and fuel facility. The historic lodge serves as a gathering area with a

restaurant, video arcade, meeting area and convenience store. Starting at $85,000. 

BRIAN HANSON - 218-252-2547
North Star Realty • Walker • Office: 218-547-6789

www.tomsharbor.com

TOYOTA
TUNDRA

CONTACT: Henry Lee
651-455-6000

CELL: 612-810-7981

Denny Hecker’s Toyota
1037 HWY 110 • INVER GROVE HEIGHTS

Mary Villnow Award
PRESENTED BY PAUL VILLNOW 

IN MEMORY OF

MARY VILLNOW
TO THE TOP THREE FEMALE

ANGLERS FISHING THE
FRANK SCHNEIDER, JR.

MEMORIAL MUSKIE
TOURNAMENT
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tc chapter
contacts

OFFICERS

President
Shawn Kellett 
952-380-1218

First Vice President
Jim Kroupa 
952-474-5967

Second Vice President
Gregg Kappes
952-470-2260

Treasurer
Dianne Dahl
651-699-9817

Secretary
Joe Mellot
952-226-4880

Regional Vice President
Eric Schultz
651-917-8272

Members Only Contest
Pete Randall
952-201-5000

Tournament Director
Ron Sanders
612-386-1100

Project and 
Rearing Fund

Matt Olson
612-423-2404

Webmaster
Mike McGrath
612-743-9188

BOARD MEMBERS 
AT LARGE

Eric Bakke
612-202-7169
Brad Coyne
763-412-6697
Scott Crawford
952-933-6670
Bob Culbertson 
651-457-2758
Terry Hanson
612-221-1818
Paul Hartman 
763-786-6031
Steve Hedensten 
651-765-2493
Greg Ide
612-331-5034
Stu McIntosh
651-699-9817
George Selcke
952-933-2608
Vince Trotta
612-688-7216
Troy Zuelzke
952-955-3890

www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org
On the Water is published
monthly for members of the
Twin Cities Chapter of 
Muskies Inc.

Copy deadline: 15th of each
month
Contact: Graphic Works 
612-866-4730 • olson@3pete.com

ASK FOR STEVE. SHOW HIM
YOUR MI MEMBERSHIP

CARD & RECEIVE

15%OFF
OUR ALREADY 

COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Is your vehicle feeling under the weather or in 
need of a Transmission Examination? Call

Transmission Doctor
Complete Driveline Service

REBUILD AND REPAIR

Automatic/Manual Transmission
Clutch • Brakes • Exhaust 

IMPORTS • DOMESTICS • COMPETITIVE PRICING

FREE TOWING WITH ANY MAJOR REPAIR

952-953-6544
15425 CEDAR AVENUE IN APPLE VALLEY 

7500 UNIVERSITY AVE. NE
FRIDLEY, MN 55432

763-572-3782
www.thornebros.com

10%
DISCOUNT
ON ALL LURES
TO MUSKIES INC.

MEMBERS

Check Out Our 
Complete Muskie,

Ice and Fly Fishing
Web Catalogs!
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next
meeting
DECEMBER 11

SPEAKER:
ROB MANTHEI

Rob Manthei has fished for

muskies for nearly 20 years. He

has been avidly chasing muskies

seriously since he was about 17.

Rob has fished the waters of

Vilas, Onieda, and Iron counties

all his life and is a guide from

the area. He is a contributor to

Esox Angler and is a strong

believer in catch and release.

Come learn tips about locations

and techniques, boat control and

Eagle Lake, Ontario.

Muskies Inc. Twin Cities Chapter General
Meetings are held at 7:00 pm the second
Tuesday of every month at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 1114 American
Boulevard West, Bloomington, MN (just
off I-494 & Lyndale Ave.).

Thank Our Sponsors
A big thank you to all the man-
ufacturers, retailers and resorts
that have helped the Twin Cities
chapter in the past year by
donating merchandise and trips
used for incentives and prizes for
our fundraising events as well as
the prizes for the Winter Picnic
and the welcome table at each
meeting.
Please make every effort to
support these sponsors so they
have an incentive to keep on
supporting us. Without them this
chapter could not do what it does
for the resource and its members.
If you’re looking for a new bait,
keep in mind that manufacturers
of some of the most productive
baits ever designed are among
our sponsors. And remember to
buy them from sponsoring
retailers. If you want a muskie trip
this season, keep the sponsoring
resorts in mind.

Advon Incorporated
Alex Audio & Video
Anchorage Inn
Bernick’s Beverage
Bib’s Box
Birch Villa Resort
Blue Ribbon Tackle
Bluewater Outdoors
Break On The Lake Resort
Cabela’s
Carbone’s Pizza
Chapman Studios
Charlie’s Up North
Mark Christiansen Guide Service
Continental Diamond
Dock & Lift Inc.
Dockside Marine/SnoPro
Esox Angler
Farm and City Insurance
Finn ’N Feather Resort
First National Bank of Walker
Frankies Live Bait & Marine
Foster Financial Services
Foursome Clothing Store
Hershey Company/Pay Day
Hiawatha Beach Resort
Holiday Stationstores
H.O.T. Lure Company
Huddle’s Resort
Joe’s Sporting Goods 

Just Add Water Tackle Co.
Just Big Muskies
KB101
Ken Katch Tackle Company
LAX Reproductions
Lindy Little Joe
Little Boy Resort & Campground
Leech Lake Gaming Division
Let’s Play Hockey
Lupient Buick Pontiac GMC
3M
Minnesota Army National Guard
Minnesota Muskie Expo
Minnesota Sesquitennial
Moondance Campgrounds
Murphy Guide Service
Muskie Mafia Tackle LLC
Musky Hunter Magazine
Musky Innovations LLC
Musky Mayhem Tackle LLC
Musky Treat Baits
Nature Vision
Northern Lights Casino
Osseo Bakery
Osseo Meat Market
PH Select Rods & Tackle
Phantom Lures
Pine Beach Resort
Pro Musky Guide Service - Josh

Borovsky

Professional Edge Rods
Pure Fishing (Abu Garcia, Fenwick)
Ranger Boats
Rapala / Lakemaid Beer
Red Wing Lodge
Reed’s Family Outdoor Outfitters
Reig 1 LLC
Safari Liquor
Sah-Kah-Tay Resort
Sanders Sports Marketing
Select Communications
Shimano American Corp.
Spectrum Printing
Shingwak Resort
Spirit of the North Resort
Sportsman’s Connection
Sportsman’s Warehouse
Stony Point Resort
Subway - Walker
Sunset Cove Resort
Thorne Bros
Trappers Landing Lodge
Tristan Publishing
Vermilion Dam Lodge
Paul Villnow
Visual Impact Signs
Wades Custom Tackle
Wigwam Resort & Spa 
Wolftrap Tackle Co.

MUSKIE, INC.
7125 17th Avenue South
Richfield, MN 55423
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