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Friday, December 8, 2017

Campus Ministry Sees 100% 
Increase in Mission Trip Applications

Giving Tuesday Campaign 
Brings in Almost $90,000 for 

the University 

By katIe Broshek 
Tower Contributor

see Mission Trips,  page 4

Can a country of 
consumers, one which spent 
over $11.5 billion between Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday 
2017, come together to raise 
money for its own communities 
and affect change in the world 
where it’s needed?

The Catholic University 
of America and the founders of 
the Giving Tuesday campaign 
say “yes”. 

This is the fourth 
consecutive year that Catholic 
University has participated 
in this campaign. This year, 
the University raised almost 
$90,000 through students, 
faculty, and alumni. This is 
close to the $100,000 they raised 
in 2016.

Giving Tuesday began 
in 2012 in response to the 
increased and widely criticized 
consumerism craze that occurs 
just hours after America’s 
holiday of thanks. After Small 
Business Saturday and Cyber 
Monday were not enough 
to increase the early start 
of holiday shopping, stores 
started opening in recent years 
on Thursday evening. It was 
clear that something had to 
change.

Started by the Belfer 
Center for Innovation & Social 
Impact in New York City, Giving 
Tuesday focuses on uniting all 
different groups of people and 
businesses to focus on needs 
in their local communities. 
The campaign uses social 
media to organize, encourage, 

and connect big corporations, 
small businesses, non-profit 
organizations, families, and 
individuals alike in a 24-hour 
fundraising crusade. 

The national 
#GivingTuesday 2017 campaign 
raised a record $274 million 
through over 2.4 million gifts 
worldwide.

The $83,385 raised by 

Catholic during their Giving 
Tuesday will mostly go towards 
the CUA Fund, which helps 
support academics, athletics, 
scholarships, and more in the 
university community. Donors 
had the option to designate 
where their donation would 
go, whether to the general CUA 
F u n d 
or to 

By katIe ward
Tower Staff

Founded in 1922

On a crisp November afternoon, 
more than 100 Catholic University 
students are glued to their smartphones, 
anxiously refreshing their email 
inboxes in hopes of receiving an email 
confirming their spring break plans. 
Just like many of their peers across the 
country, they are hoping to spend their 
break somewhere exotic and exciting, 
and preferably with a warmer climate. 
These students, however, are not waiting 
for confirmation emails from cruise lines 
or tropical resorts. These students are 
awaiting an email from the Office of 
Campus Ministry, hoping to hear that 
they have been accepted to a mission 
trip where they will spend spring break 
serving marginalized communities. 

On March 3rd, 2018, the Office 
of Campus Ministry will send about 60 
students in total on week long mission 
trips to West Virginia, the Dominican 
Republic, Jamaica, Ecuador, and the US/
Mexico border at El Paso and Las Cruces. 
Students traveling on these trips will 
be serving vulnerable populations in a 
variety of different ways, with the focus 
not only on providing service and charity, 
but also on learning about social justice. 
This year, the Office of Campus Ministry 
saw some changes in their mission trip 
program. In addition to adding a fifth 
spring break trip as opposed to its usual 
four, it also saw a 100% increase in the 
number of mission trip applications.

Catholic University’s Office of 
Campus Ministry has been providing 
students with the opportunity to spend 
their spring break on mission trips since 
2001. Since then, more than 800 students 
have travelled both domestically and 
internationally to participate in a week 
long service trips. While the trips have 
varied slightly throughout the years, 
the main themes of spending time with 
the poor has remained constant. Each of 
the five spring break trips this year has 
a different focus. For example, students 
serving in Nazareth Farm in West Virginia 
will be working on manual labor in a 
low-income housing community, while 
students serving in both the Dominican 
Republic and Ecuador will be working 
with Rostro de Cristo, a group which 
focuses on ministry of presence. Students 
in Kingston, Jamaica will be spending 
each day with a different marginalized 
community, while students travelling 
to the border will be immersed in the 
realities of border patrol, detention 
centers, and immigration policy. 

Emmjolee Mendoza-Waters 
is a member of the Campus Ministry 
professional staff working to make these 
mission trips possible. She serves as the 
Associate Director of Campus Ministry 
and Community Service. Mendoza-
Waters attended Catholic University as 
an undergraduate and has spent the last 

The Catholic University of 
America has commented its 
disapproval of the latest provisions 
of the Republicans’ proposed 
tax reform bill in Congress that 
will impact both undergraduate 
and graduate student in higher 
education nationwide. An email 
was sent out by the University’s 
Office of the President on 
November 16th.

 In the email, President 
John Garvey listed the potential 
provisions contained in H.R. 1, 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, as well 
as the proposed Senate version of 
the bill that would likely lead to 
critical budgetary cut measures 
impacting college students. 

 The provisions in the 
Senate’s version of the tax reform 
legislation include the elimination 
of the taxpayer’s’ ability to claim 
a tax deduction for college-age 
dependents and the advance 
refunding bonds that are used 
to refinance outstanding debt 
at lower interest rates. The 
Senate version of the bill 

would also impose an excise tax 
of 1.4% on investment income 
from endowments of some private 
institutions. 

 The House version of the 
bill would tax graduate students 
engaged in teaching or research 
on the value of tuition reductions 
and eliminate the current Lifetime 
Learning Credit that is available to 
nontraditional students, graduate 
students, and many working 
professionals. Under the House 
version of the bill, the Student 
Loan Interest Deduction in which 
an individual with income up to 
$80,000 can deduct up to $2,500 
in student loan interest will be 
repealed. It will also eliminate 
private activity bonds that are low 
cost tax-exempt bonds used to 
finance capital projects.

 “I hope our efforts will 
temper the enthusiasm for the 
proposed changes, some of which 
would be very consequential for 
private higher education,” said 
Garvey, who currently serves as 

See GivinG Tuesday, page 3

University Pushes Back 
on Proposed Tax Cuts and 

Jobs Act in Letter 
By duaNe paul murphY
Tower Staff
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The musical talents of the Symphony Orchestra were on display for a packed Basilica crowd 
during the 28th annual Christmas Concert for Charity on Friday, December 1st. With the help of 
the Archdiocese of Washington, total donation proceeds exceeded $40,000 for Hurricane reilief.   
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When: 11/18/17
Where: Pryzbyla Center
What: On 11/18/17, C-1 and C-2 reported they 
placed their belongings in an unsecured locker in 
Room 304. Upon their return, they discovered their 
property was missing. Stolen was two bankcards.

When: 11/28/17
Where: Pryzbyla Center
What: C-1 reports that on 11/28/17, at 1600 hours, 
he put 1-black Nintendo Game in his gray back-
pack, and placed it in storage room 308, in a sink. 
The room was left unsecured. C-1 returned at 2305 
hours, and discovered his Nintendo game had 
been removed from the backpack.

When: 12/01/17
Where: Flather Hall
What: On the listed date, time and location, it was 
discovered that three bathroom sinks on the 2nd 
floor had been stopped up, causing water to flood 
the 2nd floor hall, and damage items on the first 
floor.

When: 12/02/17
Where: Flather Hall
What: On 12/02/17, at 0020 hours, while conduct-
ing a walk through, the undersigned officer discov-
ered the drywall had been pulled away from the 
wall. It is unknown how this damage occurred.

By Alexander Santana
Tower Staff
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 “Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the United States of 
America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of 
Japan.” These were the chilling words that President Franklin D. Roosevelt uttered to a joint 
session of Congress, the day after the tragic and devastating attack that left 2,403 American ser-
vicemen killed and 1,178 wounded. Hours after President Roosevelt finished his speech to the 
nation, the United States Congress declared war on Japan which in turn resulted in Japan’s two 
allies, Nazi Germany led by Adolf Hitler and Fascist Italy by Benito Mussolini, both declaring 
war on the United States of America.

 Yesterday we observed the 76th anniversary with great sympathy and solemnity. We honor 
those who were viciously killed and all those who later fought to defend this great nation from 
the nations of evil. After Pearl Harbor, the United States was able to stand united with Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union and later “set free a suffering humanity”, as President Roosevelt 
would later say in his D-Day prayer on June 6, 1944. The greatest generation fought and sacri-
ficed not only to save the world from the armies of darkness but also to “preserve our republic, 
our religion, and our civilization.”

 We must always thank and honor those who have, are currently, and will in the future fight 
to preserve, protect, and defend the United States of America and freedom everywhere. May 
God bless them and always give them “strength to their arms, stoutness to their hearts, stead-
fastness in their faith.”

Courtesy of National Geographic                               Courtesy of NY Daily News

 

President Trump Recognizes Jersualem as Capital of Israel
      

 
 On Wednesday, December 6th, U.S. President Donald J. Trump announced that 
the United States would be recognizing the holy city of Jerusalem as the capital 
of the state of Israel. He said the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv would be relocated to 
Jerusalem in the future. Pope Francis voiced “profound concern” over the deciscion 
and made a “heartfelt appeal to make everyone’s commitment to respect the status 
quo of the city, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions.”His 
Holiness continued by stating that ”Jerusalem is a unique city, sacred to Jews, 
Christians and Muslims, and it has a special vocation to peace,” the post’s caption 
read. The post depicts the Pope reciting a prayer on the city’s Western Wall. “I pray 
to the Lord that such identity be preserved and strengthened for the benefit of the 
Holy Land, the Middle East and the entire world.”                                           
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Newly-formed Student 
Philanthropy Council 

Helps with Giving Tuesday 
Efforts 

an allocation of their choice. 
A $10,000 donation was made 
to Cardinal athletics, and 
another donation of the same 
size was gifted to the School of 
Arts and Sciences. The latter 
is being split between the 
Peebles-McGuire Scholarship 
Endowment and Peeble’s 
Memorial Fund, both of which 
support graduate students 
and updated resources in the 
Department of Greek and 
Latin. 

The recently-released 
Report to Donors for the 
2016-2017 fiscal year revealed 
that last year raised the most 
money in Catholic history. 
President John Garvey praised 
the ten thousand donors for 
their support, which “provides 
students with scholarships, 
enables improvements to 
academic buildings and 
athletics facilities, increases 
the scope of our research 
activities, and expands our 
curriculum in key disciplines”, 
according to the letter from the 
President.

One of the key 
components in the success of 
this year’s Giving Tuesday, 
and the past year of CUA 
fundraising, was the creation 
of the Student Philanthropy 
Council this September. In an 
email to all university students, 
President Garvey specially 
thanked the new organization, 
which he called “instrumental 
in achieving this impressive 
outcome” of $90,000. 

In previous years, 

Catholic’s Senior Class Gift 
Committee received feedback 
that more money could be 
raised if students were reached 
out to before their senior year 
to donate. 

“I would rather be 
asked by a classmate to 
donate to CUA than someone 
in Advancement,” said Liz 
Friden, the vice president 
of events for the Student 
Philanthropy Council. 

Administrators and 
students involved with the 
CUA Fund also recognized 
that alumni wanted to hear 
from current students. These 
alumni gave donations that 
were critical to bringing 
the Papal Mass, Murphy’s 
Grill and DuFour Center 
renovations to Catholic. 

The group of twenty-six 
students helped with Cardinal 
Weekend 2017, the USCCB 
Fall General Assembly in early 
November, and the annual 
Christmas Concert for Charity. 
The Student Philanthropy 
Council also helped contact 
alumni and tabled in the 
Pryzbyla Center on Tuesday.

Patrick Davey, director 
of the CUA Fund, called Giving 
Tuesday an “interesting 
phenomenon”.

“You’re almost so 
inundated with appeals that 
it’s tough to get above the 
fray,” Davey said. “I think 
our students did a great job in 
helping us stand out on Giving 
Tuesday.”

Chairman of the Board of the 
Consortium of Universities of the 
Washington Metropolitan Area.

 Undergraduate students on 
campus have been critical of how the 
proposed tax reform bill in Congress 
can impact the financial costs for 
those studying in college. 

 “A reform that further 
penalizes students who pursue 
higher education to pay for a fifteen 
point corporate tax cut and repealing 
the estate tax reflects poorly on our 
values,” said junior politics major 
Vincent Ottomanelli.

 Graduate students on 
Catholic’s campus have also 
highlighted concerns about several 
provisions in the proposed federal 
legislation. One PhD candidate 
expressed worries about how 
graduate students will pay more in 
income taxes if their tuition, stipends, 
and fees waived by the university 
are taxed at higher rates. The 
candidate also worried that it will 

discourage people from obtaining a 
higher education since the modern 
economy demands highly educated, 
highly skilled workers.

 On Tuesday, December 5th, 
graduate student protesters on 
Capitol Hill demonstrated against 
the provisions. Walkouts at Duke 
University in North Carolina, 
Harvard University and the 
University of Southern California 
in Los Angeles have also occurred 
this week. Proposed tax reform 
has recently passed the Republican 
majority Senate and now goes 
into a conference committee with 
the Republican majority House 
of Representatives to reconcile or 
compromise both versions of the 
bill. According to a recent Harvard-
Harris public opinion poll, 54% of 
Americans surveyed disapprove the 
bill, including 56% of non-partisan 
independent voters.

Want to be a part of a community that 
values writing skills 

and cares about what’s 
happening at CUA?

Come join The Tower
Sunday at 7pm in

Pryz 103!

President Garvey Opposes 
Potential “Unwelcome 

Impacts on Higher Education”
Tax acT Response, from page 1

Your ad could be here!! 

so could your competitor’s...

Student organizations, campus events, local businesses? 
Come one come all. 
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CourtESy of CuA AlumNi tWittEr   
red the Cardinal reminded everyone to not forget Giving tuesday after the busy 
weekend with the #GivingtuesdayCuA campaign on November 28th. 

Learning American Sign 
Language at Catholic

By Fabian Huber
tower Contributor

With his thumb and index finger 
shaped like a “C”, Professor Mario 
Hernandez slowly leads his right 
hand to his upper body and taps 
it twice on his chest. “Police,” he 
stammers, barely audible, stressing 
every syllable of the word by moving 
his lips like an opera singer. Fourteen 
students watch each of Hernandez’s 
moves before they imitate him. A faint 
tapping sound fills the classroom. 
The professor puts on a bright smile, 
lets out a joyful “Yes!”, and claps his 
hands. 

Hernandez, a 51-year-old Brooklyn 
native, is one of approximately 
500,000 Americans to speak American 
Sign Language (ASL). And, thanks to 
him, this number could rise, if only a 
little. A part-time lecturer for ASL at 
the Catholic University of America, 
Hernandez teaches the only class 
within the University’s Department 
of Modern Languages and Literatures 
that operates with almost no spoken 
word.

About three out of every one 
thousand children in the United 

States are born with a certain degree 
of hearing loss, mostly to hearing 
parents, according to the National 
Institute on Deafness and Other 
Communication Disorders. Sign 
language closes a social gap by 
enabling deaf individuals to either 
communicate with each other or 
with their sign language-speaking 
family, friends, or colleagues. It is a 
language in and of itself, very distinct 
from English, consisting of hand, 
face, or torso movements and facial 
expressions.  

“ASL is a very living language. It 
develops just like a spoken language. 
But instead of normal babbling we 
start with physical babbling,” said 
Hernandez, who was born deaf 
and communicated his answers to 
questions for this piece in writing.

Over the years, Hernandez has 
perfected his lipreading, so if his 
students struggle using sign language, 
he is able to understand them if they 
speak slowly. Students are graded 
on midterm and final video exams, 
dialogues with Hernandez, a term 

aSL @ Cua,  page 4
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More Students Than Ever to 
Spend Spring Break in Service
Mission Trips

 from page 1

sixteen years working for 
Campus Ministry, attending 
at least one mission trip every 
single year since she started 
working for the university. 

According to Mendoza-
Waters, the increase in student 
interest is something she was 
anticipating. Earlier this year, 
the Office of Campus Ministry 
received a “sizeable grant” 
which was used to subsidize the 
cost of mission trips, causing the 
price of each trip to decrease by 
about 40%. Mendoza-Waters 
said that they decided to use the 
grant in this way because they 
wanted to make mission trips 
more accessible to students.

“If mission trips are 
only for the rich, and only the 
rich could serve the poor, it’s 
defeating the purpose of what 
we’re trying to do,” Mendoza-
Waters said. 

While adding even 
more low-cost opportunities 
may be a goal for next year, 
Mendoza-Waters is currently 
focused on preparation for 
spring break 2017. According 
to Mendoza-Waters, in an effort 
to promote “true service rather 
than voluntourism,” there is an 
important education component 
to mission trip preparation. 
Mission trip leaders and 
participants attend bi-weekly 
Sunday night formation meetings 
together, which focus on topics 
ranging from white privilege 
to understanding cultural 
norms of the mission trip sites. 
Participants will also attend an 
overnight retreat, where students 
will focus on understanding the 
different pillars of Catholic Social 
Teaching and how it applies to 
the work they will do on mission. 
Further, through the formation 
prior to departure, students are 
reminded of the importance of 
always coming back to prayer 
and reflection.

“We recognize that not 
everyone is from the same 
background, so it’s important for 
us to recognize and honor where 
people are on their faith journey 
so that we are open and respectful 
to one another,” Mendoza-
Waters said. “This is not a ‘here’s 
a packing list, we’ll see you at 
the airport’ kind of experience. 
There’s a certain level of trust 
that needs to be built among 
these students before they even 
depart for their trips.”

In addition to the 
preparation Mendoza-Waters is 
coordinating, Harrison Hanvey 
will also be working with 
students to prepare for the trips. 
Hanvey serves as the Assistant 
Campus Minister to Mission 
Trips and Community Service, 
a position he started only a few 
months ago. Prior to coming to 
work at Catholic, Hanvey lived 
and worked in an impoverished 

community in Honduras for three 
years. Having had the experience 
of living in community with the 
poor, Hanvey understands the 
importance of focusing not only 
on charity, but also on social 
justice.

“We only get so far by 
acknowledging the fact that 
there are poor people in the 
world. The real change happens 
when we start to ask questions 
about why people are poor and 
look to challenge the structures 
that might be causing poverty,” 
Hanvey said. “It’s important 
for students to encounter these 
issues and make them personal 
rather than just theoretical.”

One example of students 
taking a theoretical issue and 
making it personal is the trip 
to the U.S./Mexico border. 
Participating students are 
required to take a three-credit 
theology course during the spring 
semester. According to junior 
social work major Frank Gaetani, 
the class focuses on helping 
students understand “the push 
and pull factors of immigration” 
as well as the other political 
and social issues surrounding 
the border. Gaetani visited the 
border back in summer of 2016, 
and he will now be returning as 
the student leader for the trip. 
Gaetani says this particular trip 
is unique because there is such a 
strong educational component.

“It’s really special to have 
the opportunity to take what 
we learn in class and then get to 
actually experience it first-hand,” 
Gaetani said. “It’s so important 
to humanize these issues instead 
of just seeing them as concepts or 
ideas.”

Even though Catholic’s 
mission trip program has seen 
substantial growth since it began 
in 2001, many agree that there are 
still ways to keep improving and 
keep moving forward. Mendoza-
Waters hopes that over the next 
few years they will continue to 
lower the costs of trips and add 
more service opportunities both 
domestically and internationally 
to help make trips more 
accessible to all students. 
Additionally, Mendoza-Waters 
predicts that as more students 
have the opportunity to go on 
mission trips and come back and 
share their experiences with their 
friends, the number of students 
who are interested will continue 
to grow.

“The lasting change 
doesn’t necessarily happen in 
the work we do, but in the stories 
we tell,” Mendoza-Waters said. 
“Mission isn’t about going into 
a new place and expecting to 
change lives. It’s about how 
the people that we meet will 
transform us, and then how we 
choose to share that experience 
of transformation with others.”

paper, and weekly video 
assignments. In some of these 
weekly assignments, students are 
challenged to spell their names or 
form easy sentences and then upload 
them to a website. 

Hernandez’s class is an interactive 
dialogue between participating 
students and a passionate teacher. In 
a class about different professions, 
for instance, Hernandez first showed 
the signs and told his students to copy 
him. Then, he asked them for the 
rationale of each sign. When signing 
“police”, the “C” stands for “cop” 
and the tap to the chest represents 
the badge. After Hernandez had 
made sure that every single student 
understood, he gave them a thumbs 
up and a laugh.

Isabelle Canals is a freshman 
currently taking Hernandez’s sign 
language class at Catholic. 

“I like to call him an actor-type 
of personality. He gives it all every 
class. Even though the classes are 
the same, he finds a way to make 
it different for each individual,” 
Canals said. 

Unlike many of Canals’ 
classmates who study nursing, the 
psychological and brain sciences 
major decided to take the ASL course 
out of interest rather than as part of 
her studies. 

“I feel like language is a huge 
barrier in the modern day world,” 
she said. “So if I can just learn one 
more language, then that’s one more 
person I can communicate with.”

Canals took a Spanish Sign 
Language course in sixth grade back 
at home in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
She practiced by herself but soon 
figured out that she prefered an 
actual teacher talking to her. With 
Hernandez, Canals found someone 
able to improve her sign language 
skills.

“He’s an amazing professor. He 
meets you halfway. If you have 
trouble spelling something or just 
saying something, he has no problem 
slowing down,” Canals said.

The fact that Hernandez wants 
to be understanding and meet his 
students on the same level is also 
reflected in his course syllabus. Under 
a section titled “Advice” Hernandez 
says: “Do not fear learning to speak 
American Sign Language. Welcome 
aboard, my friend!” The general rule 
of the classroom: “I don’t bite you, 
never!”

Suzanna Kwoka, 24, from 

Glastonbury, Connecticut, feared 
neither learning ASL nor getting 
bitten by her former teacher. 
Now working as Director of 
Communications for a New 
England-based computer firm, the 
Catholic alumna took Hernandez’s 
introductory class in the spring of 
2014 and was so hooked that she 
decided to continue studying ASL. 
As Catholic does not offer follow-
up sign language classes in fall 
terms, she took an advanced class at 
Gallaudet University, a D.C. college 
focused on the education of the deaf 
and hard of hearing. 

Thinking back, Kwoka has 
nothing but good memories of 
Hernandez. 

“He is not just teaching something 
that he’s very knowledgeable about. 
He is teaching us his way of life, his 
culture,” Kwoka said. “It was very 
fun and it was a whole lot of learning 
centered around your peers.” 

Hernandez, who said that he was 
mainly hired by Catholic in 2004 to 
teach nursing major students, is also 
a highly-regarded colleague within 
his department. 

“Mr. Hernandez is an excellent 
instructor and a wonderful mentor 
to our ASL students,” said Claudia 
Bornholdt, chair of the Department of 
Modern Languages and Literatures. 

According to Bornholdt, there 
are thirty-nine currently-enrolled 
students in his two introductory 
sign language classes. 

Hernandez sprinkles a little side 
note from his everyday experience 
into every lecture to make his 
students understand what it actually 
means to master life as a deaf person.

Canals recalled a moment in 
which her sign language knowledge 
led to a potential friendship. 

The other day, she was invited 
to a Diwali party, celebrating the 
Indian new year. She saw a group of 
three people communicating in sign 
language. As the group was about 
to leave, she gave it a shot. Canals 
tapped them and said “Hi!” in sign 
language. All of a sudden - even 
though Canals had just taken ASL 
for a couple of weeks - the language 
barriers, the social gaps, all of the 
other obstacles that interfere in 
relationships between deaf and 
hearing people, were gone. 

“It is likely that they eventually 
forget ASL,” Hernandez said when 
being asked about his students. 
“But I want to raise awareness and 
sensitivity. And I try my best.” 

CourtESy of fabiaN HubEr   

Professor Mario Hernandez teaches one of his american Sign Languages courses. CourtESy of KatiE broSHEK   

former Cua students like amanda Pesta ‘16 have participated in Catholic’s mission trips.

AsL @ CUA
 from page 3

Professor Mario Hernandez 
Inspires an Interest in 

American Sign Language 
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 This past week, The Tower was 
tagged in a video on Twitter show-
ing a college-aged male steal a sign 
from the front yard of a Brookland 
resident on 7th Street just off campus. 
The tweet containing the video reads 
“Can you say entitled? These Catholic 
University(?) students stole this sign 
from my yard near campus. She says, 
“I want that”, he takes it.” Although 
the residential security footage can-
not confirm the identities of the four 
young people walking by on the 
video, it seems reasonable to assume 
that there’s a solid chance they were 
students at Catholic. The 7th Street 
resident has undoubtedly had inter-
actions with Catholic students due to 
his property’s proximity to campus, 
and anyone with experience walking 
to off-campus house parties would 
watch the video and agree that it was 
likely a handful of students doing just 
the same. 
 Whether these four young 
people were on their way to or from a 
house party, it does not diminish any-
thing from the rude and unnecessary 
act of the person who ripped the sign 
out of the ground. The girl he is walk-
ing with points at a sign in the yard 
and says “Can I have that?” and the 
guy goes and grabs it up out of the 
ground, all right in front the resident’s 
porch. The young man and woman fol-
lowing behind seem to just cheer and 
laugh about the quick incident, and 

their journey goes on into the night. 
As the tweet suggests, it is an entitled 
action! This is a little more than grab-
bing a banana on the way out of the 
Student Restaurant, or even snatching 
some of the Pryzbyla’s salt and pep-
per dispensers for one’s personal use. 
The sign uprooted out of the ground 
was someone’s property, and we 
would venture a guess that the guy 
was not reclaiming stolen goods here. 
The video, while not disgusting or 
graphic to watch, was a bit embarrass-
ing to see someone’s night ruined by 
what were likely some CUA students. 
This display of arrogance and entitle-
ment is a bad visual, and it becomes 
even worse when it affects the com-
munity outside of Catholic’s campus. 
For many upperclassmen who live in 
the Monroe Street apartments or near-
by houses in the area, Brookland is ac-
tually home. It also serves as a home 
to thousands more in the neighbor-
hood, and CUA students need to be 
respectful in this community. Brook-
land residents likely don’t need a re-
minder, but most should understand 
that parties happen in an area just off-
campus, and many are very tolerant 
of that reality. But incidents like this 
caught on security footage cross a line 
of basic respect and just aren’t cool by 
any standards. 
 The video will be linked and 

shared on our Twitter account:
@cuatower

DISCLAIMER: The opinions represented in cartoons, letters to the editor, guest commentary, and signed columns are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of The Tower or the University. 
Editorials represent the view of the majority of The Tower’s Editorial Board, listed on page two of this issue.

 On Wednesday, students grab-
bing lunch at the Pryzbyla Center at 
the Catholic University of America 
were greeted with a hot pink dis-
play at one of the tables. A poster 
stated the name of the organiza-
tion: NeW, Network of Enlightened 
Women. It’s a new club on campus 
and one that has attracted a lot of 
attention.
“People would come up to us and 
be like oh, a feminist group,” co-
founder Sophie Czerniecki said. 
“And we’d be like, not in the way 
you’re thinking.”
The double politics and pre-law 
major expressed her frustration 
with Michelle Obama’s statement in 
September that women who voted 
against Hillary Clinton “voted 
against their own voice.” Twenty 
girls at the Catholic University of 
America are joining together to say 
that this isn’t true.
Brianna Howard, president of the 
CUA NeW chapter, describes the 
club as a
“conservative female group work-
ing on empowering and enlighten-
ing women on politics.”
The club aims to end the belief that 
feminism is a partisan issue. Both 
Howard and Czerniecki like the 
idea of NeW because it is a club for 
women that doesn’t require that 
members agree with liberal stances. 
Feminism, to Howard, is an ini-
tially positive concept that has been 
“turned into something negative, 
and that creates a stereotype.”
Czerniecki said that she’s con-
cerned that feminism as a strict-
ly liberal concept is the cause for 
much of the blocked legislation for 
women’s issues. NeW aims to keep 
conservative women informed and 
up to date on politics, encourage 
the exchange of ideas, and educate 
them on their rights. This includes 
knowing when these rights aren’t 
being respected, particularly in the 
areas of free speech and the wage 
gap.  
Senior Emma Hurst, NeW commu-
nications vice president said that 
these are areas that conservative 
women generally aren’t allowed to 
speak in. She said that she’s been 
verbally assaulted for her conser-
vative principles, and likes NeW 
because it’s a club that builds con-
servative women up instead.
“Conservative women are too often 
put down for their conservative 
principles in modern feminism. 
Feminism preaches inclusivity, yet 
only if you believe a certain way,” 

she said.
CUA is not the only university 
where conservative women are 
joining together in support of femi-
nism. NeW is a nationwide organi-
zation spread across over 40 college 
campuses, including D.C. schools 
like Georgetown and American 
University.  Karen Agness Lips, a 
University of Virginia graduate, 
started the club as a student in 2004 
when her request for a conservative 
women’s group was rejected with 
laughter. NeW now hosts several 
national events and has a board 
that includes names such as pres-
idential candidate Carly Fiorina. 
It recently received large media 
attention from its social media 
#shesconservative campaign fea-
turing chapter members posting 
pictures wearing their white NeW 
t-shirts with the statement: THIS 
IS WHAT A CONSERVATIVE 
LOOKS LIKE written in hot pink, 
all capital letters across the front.
Howard, a senior politics and the-
ology major from Pennsylvania, 
is experienced in campus lead-
ership. She’s the chairwoman of 
the CUA College Republicans as 
well as president of the Student 
Government Association.
Club co-founder Czerniecki, how-
ever, is relatively new to the game.  
She’s a sophomore politics major 
from New Jersey, currently on the 
pre-law track and serving as the 
treasurer for the Pre-Law Society. 
She traces her conservative views 
back to her upbringing. Her fam-
ily emigrated from Poland and her 
father, as the son of a single moth-
er, had to pay his way through 
both high school and college. His 
mother worked at a factory and he 
worked at a restaurant every night 
after school until one in the morn-
ing, as well as in the evening on 
weekends.
 “So I’ve seen how a family can 
emigrate, become legal, and then 
go through the process… They’re 
the true definition of people who 
made it work because they wanted 
to live in America. That’s where 
a lot of my conservative views 
stem from because I’m not com-
fortable handing over welfare to 
people because they want to fill 
out one job application a week. I’m 
very willing to help people who 
are willing to help themselves,” 
Czerniecki said.

To read the rest of this article, please 
go to cuatower.com

GuesT commenTary

catherine olohan
class of 2019

 Conservative 
College Women  

Courtesy of Anthony Labonte - FilbertCartoons.com
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 When Brianna Howard and John 
Paul Weiss ran for president and vice-
president of the Student Government 
Association at The Catholic University 
of America they went all-in. Fliers in a 
red, white, and blue scheme with bold 
letters that said “Howard/Weiss” 
appeared on social media and were 
handed out in the Student Center. 
On the flier, the CUA Shield replaced 
the letter ‘O’ in Howard’s last name 
and the fliers bore the slogan “The 
Better Way For CUA.” They handed 
out campaign buttons and took to 
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and 
Snapchat to reach potential support-
ers. On Election Day, April 5th 2017, 
the student body voted. By 10 PM 
the results were in. Brianna Howard 
would become the next Student 
Government President at Catholic 
University. John Paul Weiss would 
become the vice-president, Samuel 
Galvin would become Treasurer, and 
Victoria Principato would become 
Secretary.
  One of the fundamental elements 
of the Howard/Weiss Campaign 
was a commitment to Catholic tra-
ditions at the national university of 
the Catholic Church. After Howard, 
Weiss, Galvin and Principato were 
sworn into office on May 1st, 2017, 
applications became active on the 
Nest, Catholic University’s website 
for student involvement and events, 
to fill positions in the new student 
government. One of those applica-
tions was for what would become The 
Catholic Values Task Force.
  The Student Government at 
Catholic University is comprised 
of three tiers: the Treasury Board, 
Senate, and Executive. The Treasury 
Board is responsible for allocating 
funds from the student activity fee 
to student organizations. The Senate 
is responsible for passing legislation 
and passing it along to the adminis-

tration on behalf of the student body.  
The task forces are the program-
ming part of the student govern-
ment and include the Diversity Task 
Force, Green Task Force, and Catholic 
Values Task Force.
  “The point of the Catholic Values 
Task Force was to have a program-
ming force and a legislative force 
putting us back in touch with our 
Catholic roots. So the focus of the task 
force is fifty percent programming 
and fifty percent researching legisla-
tion that the senators can then pass,” 
said Owen Salyers, the Executive 
Director of the Task Forces for the 
Student Government Association.
 The Catholic Values Task Force is 
the first of its kind at The Catholic 
University of America. The task force 
includes four members from differ-
ent backgrounds, majors, and ages. 
It is led by junior history major Joe 
Basalla, and is overseen by junior civil 
engineering major Owen Salyers.
  This past semester the Catholic 
Values Task Force has handed out 
information in the Pryzbyla Center, 
the student center on campus. On All 
Saints Day they handed out prayer 
cards. Another day, the task force 
and members of the religious orders 
near campus were stationed in the 
student center to hand out voca-
tional information about the discern-
ment process. During the week of 
November 26th, the task force held a 
week of events after the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops called 
for a week of awareness for perse-
cuted Christians. The events over the 
course of that week ranged from the 
screening of a documentary to a can-
dlelit rosary, according to Salyers. 
There are still more events ahead.

To read the rest of this article, please go 
to cuatower.com.
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  The Art Institute of Chicago is con-
sidered to be one of the best museums 
in the world and has been consecutively 
voted such for the past years. One of the 
oldest and biggest museums in the USA, 
it is a highly-acknowledged museum in 
the world of art. With a magnificent per-
manent collection, plus highly recognized 
temporary exhibits, a visit to the museum 
is considered a great treat to anyone who 
enjoys art. Plus, it has one of the city’s best 
views and an architecture that comple-
ments the beauty of what’s inside. Both a 
modern and classical building, filled with 
grand pillars and big modern windows, it 
exemplifies the art collection held inside. 
  Containing some of the world’s 
most famous and greatly loved artworks, 
the museum naturally allows the visi-
tor to flow within its various rooms. The 
Institute holds various important pieces, 
including one of the three copies of Van 
Gogh’s The Bedroom. It also displays 
Monet’s famous series Water Lilies plus 
various other art works of the French 
artist. One, if not the most, acclaimed art 
pieces from international artists that the 
museum displays is A Sunday Afternoon 
by George Seurat. Covering an entire wall 
of the AIC, the artist’s delicate technique 
can be admired with the appreciation and 
grace the art piece deserves. It is a treat 
for the eyes and a piece that makes you 

feel through its power its brushes and 
grandeur. Also exhibited in the museum 
is Picasso’s well-known painting from 
his blue period, The Old Guitarist. It is a 
very special painting to observe since it 
is a rare piece from Picasso, and very dif-
ferent than the traditional paintings the 
artist did. 
  The museum also holds pieces from 
various American artists which are not 
only beautiful but important for the his-
tory of the United States. Grant Wood’s 
American Gothic can be found in the 
museum; it was a very important work 
of art painted in the 1930s to represent 
America’s industrialization and leaving 
behind of farm life simplicity. It also 
holds the famous Nighthawks by Edward 
Hopper, easily one of the most famous 
paintings of 20th century American art. 
Another painting the Institute holds, 
which is not commonly known, but should 
be, is The Child’s Bath by Mary Cassatt. 
This painting by Cassatt is the only work 
from an American artist considered in 
a group of the best paintings of French 
Impressionism.
  Furthermore, you can also find 
pieces from brilliant contemporary artists 
like Matisse, Warhol, and Lichtenstein. 
Containing rare pieces from all the mod-
ernists, as well as their more popular 
pieces, the modern part of the museum 

is just as exquisite as the classical. The 
Institute just received a unique series of 
self-portraits from Andy Warhol last year 
and 40 or so other artworks from vari-
ous contemporary artists. These additions 
make the Contemporary Art Wing one of 
the best and most “complete” collections 
of contemporary art.     
  Chicago itself is a city full of viva-
cious art, not just because it holds one 
of the most recognized museums in the 
United States and world, but also because 
it is filled with innovative artistic endeav-
ors that go beyond the city’s great muse-
ums. It is a great city to find digital art, 
street art, and other upcoming and grow-
ing arts.  

By: Daniela Sol  
Tower Staff

By: Brittany young  
Tower Staff

A Retrospect on The Art Institute of Chicago  

Want to write for A&E?
 

 Email Daniela Sol at 67sol@cua.edu! 

  The Christmas concert 
season has not been slow at 
all this year at CUA. Kicking 
off this year’s round of con-
certs was none other than the 
Annual Christmas Concert for 
Charity at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine. This concert 
featured not only the CUA 
Chamber Choir and University 
Singers, but also the Symphony 
Orchestra. The program began 
with the Chamber Choir per-
forming Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart’s renowned “Gloria” 
which echoed throughout the 
grand venue, accompanied by 
the instrumentalists. Then, John 
Gross’ “See Amid the Winter’s 
Snow”, arranged by Dr. Timothy 
McDonnell of the Rome School 
of Music, was performed 
delightfully, and was followed 
by a popular choir-only piece, 
also arranged by McDonnell, 
“Gaudete.” To the large audi-
ence’s delight, the program con-

tinued with the world premiere 
of a piece by the Composition 
Division’s very own Valencio 
Jackson, named “Hush.” Soft and 
graceful, the melody of this new 
piece soared across the Basilica. 
Then, the female members of the 
choir and orchestra performed 
Johannes Brahms’ “Ave Maria,” 
another audience favorite. The 
concert closed with a series of 
other well-known pieces such 
as “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing” by Felix Mendelssohn, 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful,” and 
finally “Hallelujah!” by George 
Frideric Handel, for which the 
audience stood and cheered 
loudly. It is exciting to note that 
this concert will be broadcasted 
on EWTN in the near future!
  Then, on Wednesday, 
December 6, The Benjamin T. 
Rome School of Music’s Piano 
and Composition Divisions per-
formed all of the Kinderszenen 
(Scenes from Childhood) Op 15 

by Robert Schumann in a stun-
ning program. These pieces, 
written for solo piano, encom-
pass the different phases of 
Schumann’s childhood to include 
his time at home (Movement 
8: “At the Fireside”) and even 
his time asleep (Movement 7: 
“Dreaming”). The unique mood 
of each piece came across, as 
a peaceful attitude was con-
veyed during these two calm-
er pieces, and an excited spir-
it was brought about by other 
movements like “An Important 
Event” (Movement 6). The audi-
ence thoroughly enjoyed the 
unique character of each move-
ment. 
  B u t  S c h u m a n n ’ s 
Kinderszenen came with a twist. 
These were also played along 
with pieces recently composed 
by students in the Composition 
Division. Each one was based on 
scenes from around CUA. While 
Schumann reflected on his child-

hood with these thirteen piec-
es, the Composition students 
reflected instead on the things 
they love about their CUA expe-
rience and the various, heart-
warming holiday scenes from 
around campus. 

  As for upcoming concerts 
and events, on Friday, December 
8th, the Piano Division, spe-
cifically Dr. Kaltchev’s studio, 
will present an evening of piano 
music beginning at 7:00 PM in 
St. Vincent’s Chapel. This is 
a perfect event to wind down 
before finals week. Then, on 
Saturday, December 9th, begin-
ning also at 7:00 PM, Centennial 
Village will be hosting the 
Village of Lights, a wonderful 
holiday festival including horse 
and carriage rides, ice skating, 
ornament making, cookie deco-
rating, and— of course— live, 
classical music.

CourTESy of DAniElA Sol 

CourTESy of piAno.CuA.EDu

Christmas Concerts at CUA!  
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The men’s basketball team 
ended its early season 
struggles Wednesday with 
a win in its home opener. 
The Cardinals defeated the 
Bearcats of St. Vincent 79-74 
in a closely-fought game at 
the DuFour Center, bring-
ing their season record to 
2-3 on the year. 
 The team was led by its 

veterans and new faces 
alike. Senior forward 
and perennial starter Jay 
Howard had a team high 
20 points on 9-of-13 shoot-
ing with 6 rebounds. Junior 
guard Jimmy Golaszewski 
joined Howard with 20 
points of his own on 4 treys 
and snatched 4 steals as 
well. The junior served as 
the team’s sixth man last 
year, but played all 40 min-
utes in the win. Classmate 
Andre Mitchell contributed 
8 points, 3 boards, dished 3 
assists and 2 steals.
 The team got off to a 

slow start however, with 
Howard only seeing 6 min-

utes of action in the first 
half after recording 2 early 
fouls. As a result, the team 
was down by 2 points at the 
half, 37-35.
 The Cards came out 

strong in the second half, 
hitting 17 of 27 shots and 
4 of 5 from deep in the 
final 20 minutes. The team 
was still behind 61-60 with 
8:30 remaining but a key 
jumper from Mitchell gave 
the Birds the lead. The two 
sides would trade baskets 
until the score was tied at 
69 all, but a strong lay up 
from Howard gave CUA a 
lead they held on to for the 
rest of the game. Howard, 
Mitchell, and Golaszewski 
all combined for the team’s 
final 10 points, including a 
deep 3 from Golaszewski to 
expand the lead to 6.
 The Catholic side had a 

strong showing in its debut 
in the newly renovated 
DuFour Center. The team 
shot 57.1% from the field 
and 55.6% from behind the 
arc. They also dominated 
the turnover battle, forc-

ing 19 which they turned 
into 26 points. The Cards 
also outscored the Bearcats 
on the fast break 10-0, and 
dominated the battle in the 
paint with 48 second chance 
points off 28 boards. 
  The veterans of the 

team weren’t the only one 
contributing, however. 
Sophomore center Riley 
Hayes had a game high 7 
boards, scored 16 with 2 
steals and a block in his 30 
minutes of play. Freshman 
point guard Isaiah Godwin 
scored 8 with 2 boards, 2 
assists, a steal and a block. 
Both Hayes and Godwin 
started for the Cardinals.
 Senior Billy Barnes played 

23 minutes as a reserve and 
scored all 7 of CUA’s bench 
points. He also added 5 
boards, 3 assists and 2 steals 
to the team’s efforts.
 The team has had a rough 

start to its season, losing its 
only Landmark Conference 
matchup so far to Drew. 
The win over a strong 5-2 
St. Vincent team looks to 
be the start of righting the 

course. Howard comment-
ed on the team’s mentality 
with its early struggles.
 “We just have to keep tak-

ing it one game at a time,” 
Howard said. “Just keep 
finding ways to improve 
night in and night out, 
which starts in practice. I 
think if everyone gives their 
all and we play as a team 
we will be successful.”
 The team looks for 

another win as they com-
plete a 2-game homestand 
against the 4-3 Stevens 
College Ducks. The game 

will take place on Saturday, 
December 9th at 2 PM in the 
DuFour Center. Following 
this, the team will play out 
of conference as they trav-
el to College Park to play 
the Division I University 
of Maryland Terrapins. The 
game is next Tuesday at 
the XFINITY Center on the 
UMD campus. Tickets for 
the game and a pregame 
event are available for sale 
on cuacardinals.com.

CUA Cardinals
Upcoming 

Events

CUACARDINALS.COM

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

Interested in Writing 
for Sports?

Contact Jared Prenda
email: 

prenda@cua.edu

Basketball Bounces Back with 79-74 Win In Home Opener 

Women’s Basketball 
Dominates Drew 68-49

COuRTeSy Of CuaCaRdinalS.COm 

Junior guard Jimmy Golaszewski led the team with 20 points as he 
played all 40 minutes in the 79-74 home victory.

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

The Lady Cards lived 
up to their number one 
ranking in the Landmark 
Conference Preseason poll  
with a dominant 68-49 win 
over the Rangers of Drew 
University this past week-
end. The win brings the 
soaring Cardinals to 3-1 
on the year, and the prom-
ise of another successful 
season in the Landmark 
Conference.
 Senior Sam Cowan 

made the first start of her 
career and made an instant 
difference as she drained a 
trey only 3 seconds into 
the game. The forward 
would post 13 points, 8 
rebounds, and a game-
leading 6 assists in her 
debut. She was joined by 
highly-anticipated senior 
transfer Briana Bull who 
put up a double-double 
for the Birds with 14 points 
and 10 boards. The reign-
ing Landmark Conference 
Defensive Player of the 
Year also posted a game 
high 2 blocks and snatched 
1 steal. 

  One-minute following 
Cowan’s opening buck-
et, Bull hit a 3-pointer of 
her own to give Catholic 
an early 6-0 lead. The 
Rangers had fight in them 
early in the game, man-
aging to tie the game at 
12 at one point. A layup 
from sophomore forward 
Megan Stafford, however, 
gave Catholic a lead they 
wouldn’t surrender only 7 
minutes into the game. 
 The second quarter 

opened in a similar fash-
ion as the first when senior 
Payton Smith drained a 3 
one minute into the quar-
ter to expand the CUA lead 
to 21-16. Following an 8-0 
sparked by a Cowan layup 
the team gained its largest 
lead of the half at 29-16. 
The team would eventu-
ally lead by 6 (29-23) at the 
end of the opening stanza.
 The Lady Cardinals 

stayed hot as they opened 
the second half of play fol-
lowing sophomore Sydney 
Poindexter’s opening bas-
ket and Smith’s second 

trey of the night. The team 
would continue to domi-
nate the quarter and take 
a 52-39 advantage into the 
fourth quarter.
 CUA finished even 

stronger than they opened, 
outscoring the Rangers 
16-10 in the fourth quarter 
to win 68-49.
 Overall, the team out-

performed its opponents in 
almost every statistic. The 
had 4 more rebounds than 
Drew with 42 rebounds, 
which were converted into 
14 second chance points. 
They also forced 27 turn-
overs which they turned 
into 19 points. They also 
had more points in the 
paint, on the fastbreak, 
and from their reserves 
than their opponents.
 The team returns to 

action at home against 
Neumann University this 
Saturday at 4 PM. The 
Cards enter the matchup 
with a 3-1 record and look 
to keep their momentum 
as conference play looms 
in the future. 

COuRTeSy Of CuaCaRdinalS.COm

Senior Brianna Bull Posts a double-double in the 68-49 victory over drew.

Neumann                          Sun.,Dec. 9             4:00 PM

Women’s Basketball

Stevens                              Sat., Dec. 6           2:00 PM

Men’s Basketball

at Maryland (DI)                  Tues., Dec. 12       6:00 PM
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The ReAR eND

          ALCOHOLICS 
           ANONYMOUS

           AA MEETS ON
    THURSDAY AT 7:30 PM
   

  CALDWELL HALL 331B

Want another line on your resume?
email Jimmy Cassidy, JCassidy@CuatoWer.Com to Join the toWer

meetings are sundays at 7 pm in pryz 103

Are you a business 
student? Looking for sales 

experience? 
The Tower could use your help!

Contact 66ferraro@cua.edu

Interested in advertising?
ads@cuatower.com

TOP TWEETS FROM 
CUA 

Your CUA-related tweet could be 
featured here on the backpage! 

Here are the rules:

Make your twitter account 
public, then use any and 

all #CUA or #CatholicU related 
hashtags. 

Your tweet could end up here! SUDOKU
Can you solve all 

three?

Top Tweets
“Listening to Christmas 

music makes doing home-
work slightly bearable. 
#TisTheSeason #CUA”  

- Virginia Reynolds 
@VA_de_TX 

“CUA the only place 
where you can walk by 
the library and encounter a 
crazed priest yelling at no 
one in Latin”  

- Masked Byrie 
@Jared_Prenda

“Just saw a vaping monk 
#CUAproblems”

@officialnoahbae (Noah)

“Only true 90’s kids 
remember @cardinalmail.
cua.edu” 

- @FG_hettaboutit

“Bringing back an 
old classic #CUA”  

--->
CUA Memes 
@CatholicUMemes

“Finals are near but 
take a deep breath 
and listen to the mes-
sage someone left on 
our whiteboard. You 
can do it! #CatholicU 
#cugotthis”

- @CUALibraries

CUA GLOBE TROTTERS

Are you studying abroad right now and have a story 

or moment to share? Maybe you want to hear about your 

friends studying in a foreign country? 

Submit a piece to Globe Trotters! 

Email jcassidy@cuatower.com

JINGLE JINGLES
THE TOWER GIVES ITS “MUST-LISTENS” FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS 
- Wham!: “Last Christmas”
- Vince Guaraldi Trio: “Christmas Time is Here” x2
- Mariah Carey: “All I Want for Christmas is You” Soulja Boy Remix

- Bruce Springsteen: “Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town”
- Burl Ives: “A Holly Jolly Chirstmas”
- Frank Sinatra: “Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!”


