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The beginning of this passage makes me think of the classic question, asked of each of one of 
us when we host others in our home.


“What can I bring?”


Its the polite thing to do of course. A simple way to show appreciation. 


After all hospitality is an act of intangible generosity, to be welcomed into someone else’s 
space is an act of love, that feels like it should be met with something… a bottle of wine… or 
maybe pick up something for dessert? 


In today’s passage from Micah. A human voice is asking this same, classic question.

 
“What can I bring?”


Only in this case, the generosity is no mere dinner party.


But the unconditional love, grace, and salvation, of almighty God. 


“What can I bring?”


Well, wine or cake are certainly not going to cut it, so he skips right ahead to an entree. A calf, 
a burnt offering?


Of course that still won’t hold up to the majesty of God. Like showing up at Buckingham 
Palace with a bottle of Pepsi.


So we up the ante.


How about thousands of rams? Tens of thousands of rivers of oil?


No? How about my firstborn. The very fruit of my body, given for the sin of my soul.


Our mortal here has gone as far as he can imagine. What more could he possibly offer in 
gratitude for the boundless grace of God. 


Then the prophet speaks: “God has already told you what is good, and what the Lord requires 
of you. Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly with God.”


What God desires most of us is not that we come with a gift to repay God’s grace. How could 
we?


What God desires most is that we are freed by God’s grace to live in the world justly, kindly, 
and with humility.


Our response to God’s love could never be transactional. There is nothing we could ever give, 
or offer, or sacrifice, that would come close to the gifts God has poured out into our lives. 


There is nothing we can bring. There is no way we can repay. 




But, what we can do, and what God desires us to do, is to turn our gratitude into a transformed 
life, and to offer our own life for the transformation of the world.


In lieu of gifts, God says, feed the hungry, proclaim release to the captive, speak boldly on 
behalf of the abandoned, forgotten, marginalized, and oppressed. 


In lieu of gifts, live with humility, seek so much as it depends on you to live in peace with all 
people, remember that you are but ashes and dust.


In lieu of gifts, extend kindness to all you encounter. Offer to them, what I have offered you. 
Forgiveness. Grace. Love.


I wonder if at first our mortal was a bit relieved. After all, kindness, humility, and justice seem a 
bit more attainable than tens of thousands of rivers of oil.


And they may be. 


At first.


But overtime, we will come to realize that what God is asking here is much harder. It depends 
so much more of us.


Because it is not a one-time gift it is a habit of life.

 
God does not ask for one act of kindness or justice or humility. But for a life marked by them.


And Humility, kindness, and justice at first feels like kind of a relief when compared to the 
extravagance of the rivers of oil and rams and all that.


Until we realize that we are asked to do justice in ways that are just as costly.


And are asked to offer kindness in ways that are just as extravagant.


And this can lead us to some challenging places. It can pull us into some hard conversations. It 
can challenge us to change and grow in ways that are uncomfortable, even painful…


But this is what God requires of us.


Faith in action. 

 
Faith that is not merely placed in the form of words, songs, and beautiful space. But faith that 
is put into acts of mercy and cries for justice. 


This passage is a good reminder that the stereotypical distinction between an Old Testament of 
legalism and judgement and a New Testament of forgiveness and grace is not so accurate. 


Micah here sounds like Jesus, saying that the way we treat one another matters more than 
what we offer at the temple. 


And the prophet Amos, in a moment when Israel has really lost its way, points an even finer 
point on it:


I despise your festivals,

   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 




Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings,

   I will not accept them;

Take away from me the noise of your songs;

   I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

But let justice roll down like waters,

   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 


It was in this lineage that Jesus stood when he taught his followers that all the law and 
commandments rested on two simple rules for life. Love God with all your heart, and your 
neighbor as yourself. 


This simple truth is the religious wisdom of generations. 


God wants our faith in action.

 
God is much more concerned about the form our faith takes in the real world than the songs 
we sing or the prayers we pray. 


—


To be a Christian is to know ourselves as the recipient of such amazing grace. It is to count 
ourselves so immeasurably blessed that the grace and love of God would fall upon even one 
such as us.


We open ur eyes each day, whatever the pains and challenges of our lives, to unmistakable 
beauty, and to the abundant gifts of God. 


It is generosity we could never repay. 


So what shall we bring? 


How do we live our lives so that the express our gratitude for the great gift of God’s love?


Humility, mercy, justice. There are not the acts by which we earn God’s love. 


They are the way we live in gratitude for it. 


And I don’t know about you, but when I think about the depth of God’s love for me. I can think 
of very little I would not do to repay it.


And so we should each pray every day for God’s help, as we strive to shape our lives into 
those that the Lord requires. 


And when that work gets uncomfortable. When it costs us. When it is painful or hard. 


When it stretches us beyond what we know. 


When it knocks us down. When it wears us to the bone. 


Still, it will be so little when set beside what God has done for us, that I dare not hold it back. 


Often it feels like a thousand rams, or ten thousand rivers of oil, would be actually be easier to 
find.




But you know. You know, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you, but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. 


