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Reconfiguration 
     The above title term is some-
thing we usually associate with 
the tech world however Covid-
19 has broadened its connotation 
into just about everything we do 
outside our homes. Electronic 
devices, be they your phone, 
computer, automobile, etc., are 
reconfigured to adapt to new 
software so that they will contin-
ue to operate, and perhaps oper-
ate better than before. The one 
thing it doesn’t do is permanent-
ly shut down the system it is in 
the process of updating. 
     Covid-19 has forced us to re-
configure the way we operate as 
a Grange, on all levels. For years 
we have gone about our various 
activities thinking nothing of 
close contact, working on pro-
jects, sitting across the table for 
committee meetings, or just fel-
lowshipping over refreshments, 
and now it is not supposed to 
happen, and who knows for how 
long. The easy solution is just to 
shut down and wait it out, but 
that is most likely not the best 
option. I would like to draw what 
I believe to be a parallel. Our 
nation was basically shut down 
earlier this year to “flatten the 
curve” and as a result we will be 
dealing with the negative impact 
on business for years to come, 
many of which may never recov-

er.  (The wisdom of that deci-
sion is not what is at issue 
here.)   The parallel is when 
Covid hit many Granges shut 
down completely, and thus will 
be dealing with a negative im-
pact of that decision for a long 
time, and some may never re-
cover. The key with the 
Grange, just like with the econ-
omy, and with our personal 
dealings, is reconfiguration. 
We are indeed fortunate that 
our meeting configuration sup-
ports social distancing to a 
great extent. That is a huge 
plus. But as the Grange is more 
than just meetings we have to 
make other adjustments. People 
are looking for places to go and 
things to do, and local is what 
is working. Vacations and even 
day trips often end up in disap-
pointment, as the attractions 
and/or facilities at the destina-
tion end are either closed or 
limited.  Grangers have always 
been creative people, especially 
when a serious need arises, and 
that creativity needs to be put to 
work. Take-out food events are 
very popular, and can be run 
with only a few people. Perhaps 
the Grange could sponsor a 
concert at the town park, which 
would require no manpower, 
except possibly to make a sign. 
As rural broadband is a priority 
for the Grange, perhaps if your 
locality is underserved your 
Grange could consider in-
stalling WIFI in your hall and 
become a “hotspot” for folks to 
park outside the hall to have 
access to broadband. If the situ-
ation warranted, perhaps the 
hall could be made available at 
certain times for kids to do 
homework, or whatever ser-
vices the Grange might wish to 
provide. There is a good possi-
bility that there might be com-
munity or corporate financing 
for a project such as this. The 
above ideas are in no sense an 
exhaustive list, but we hope it 
will at least spur thinking about 
things that can be done in your 
community that can make a dif-
ference, and demonstrate that 
the Grange cares, and is putting 
legs under that care.  It is im-
portant to consider and investi-
gate, as opposed outright dis-
missal. 
As you most likely know, the 
Grange has always been a sup-
porter of milk and milk prod-
ucts in our public schools. I re-

(Continued on page 6) 



Page 2   Empire State Granger                                                                   August– September 2020 

Cindy Benson-Pollard 
Roger Halbert 

Now is the time!!!! 
     Across the country states are 
achieving a net gain in member-
ship.  Many have  made this 
goal repeatedly in the last few 
years.  New York State is with-
in easy reach of a net gain in 
membership it will only take 
each Grange in the state to gain 
one new member. Let the Penn-
sylvania National Grange Ses-
sion be the one when New York 
will be on the list. 

As I write this article, summer is 
starting wane. It just didn’t feel 
like our usual summer.  Most of 
us have seen many of our favor-
ite events canceled due to the 
ongoing pandemic.  I hope that 
your Grange is finding ways to 
continue to meet and work on 
community and legislative is-
sues.   
Due to the ongoing pandemic, I 
feel that it is necessary to cancel 
the annual legislative confer-
ence in September.  Although 
many of our regions are in 
Phase IV reopening protocols, 
people are generally nervous 
about gatherings over a few 
people.  Even with social dis-
tancing, I am not sure that most 
would be comfortable coming 
out.  We will make plans for 
next year.   
Resolutions to be considered at 
State Grange this year should 
have been submitted to me by 
September 1st.  I know that most 
Pomonas have not met over the 
last few months.  We have had a 
few resolutions submitted for 
this State Grange.  As there will 
be no legislative conference, 
resolution packets will be 
emailed to delegates this year.  
Session committee meetings 
will be scheduled during the two 
weeks prior to State Grange ses-
sion.  Zoom meeting infor-
mation will be emailed to dele-
gates as the meetings are set up.  
Please be sure that we have your 
correct email address and/or 
phone number so that you will 
be able to participate in the 
committee meetings if you are a 
delegate.   
Let us all hope that the pandem-
ic will soon be under control so 
that life can return to a new nor-
mal for all of us.  Please do your 
part: wash your hands often, use 
hand sanitizer and wear a face 
mask when you go out.  You are 
protecting yourself and those 
around you.  Thank you!!! 

Community Service 
Thank you to all of the Granges 
that have submitted a Commu-
nity Service Report.  I know 
that Granges have had to 
change how they complete their 
Community Service Projects 
this year due to COVID-19.  I 
am excited to see how Granges 
have adapted in these unusual 
times.  The top four Communi-
ty Service report winners will 
be announced in the next Em-
pire State Granger and the top 
winner will be sent on to Na-
tional Grange.   
If you have been collecting “C” 
or “G” bills, please send a 
check for the amount of bills 
that you have to Roger Halbert, 
New York State Grange Secre-
tary, P.O. Box 321, Gil-
bertsville, New York 13776 
prior to October 10, 2020.  This 
will allow him to have enough 
time to have an accurate count 
prior to State Session.  Please 
note on the check if it is for “C” 
bills or “G” bills. 
New York State Grange Com-
munity Service has a Facebook 
page.  If any of your Grange 
members are on Facebook, they 
can search for New York State 
Grange Community Service 
and ask to join the group.  Once 
they have joined, they can share 
the community service projects 
that your Grange is doing or 
have been doing this year.  This 
will allow other Granges to see 
what your Grange is doing and 
to also give you ideas on com-
munity service projects.  I feel 
this is a great way for all 
Granges to share their commu-
nity service projects with each 
other and myself as I am al-
ways interested in seeing what 
Granges across our state are 
doing.  
 

The National Grange publishes a great magazine called 
“Good Day”.  This magazine has a great deal to offer 

Grangers and the general public.  It is well worth the sub-
scription price. 

UNFORTUNATLEY 
This wonderful magazine may have to be discontinued as 
the subscriptions are not keeping up with the expense.  It 
would be a shame if the magazine has to stop publication 

as an economy measure. 
CALL THE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT AT NA-

TIONAL GRANGE 

Be a star and add a 
few new members to 

your Grange. 
The New York State 
Grange would like to 

join several others and 
have a net gain in 

membership. It almost 
happened last year 

Sherri Taft 

 
 
    It seems like we have all 
lived in this bubble far more 
than “several months” but we 
are learning that this life lived 
cautiously, will continue well 
into 2021.   
    We are preparing for a his-
torical session of the New York 
State Grange, never experi-
enced.  Due to the pandemic 
conditions, we will hold our 
annual meeting at the Head-
quarters in Cortland and at this 
writing we have 24 Pomona 
Granges that plan to be in at-
tendance with one representa-
tive from each.  Eight of these 
delegates will be “attending” 
virtually by Zoom technology 
so the whole meeting will be 
quite different.  Along with the 
officers of the State Grange, we 
will conduct the necessary 
business of accepting annual 
reports, adopting a budget for 
2021 and the election of a 
member of the Executive Com-
mittee and various boards.  The 
meeting starts Friday evening, 
October 23 and will conclude 
Saturday afternoon, October 
24, a very abbreviated time to-
gether.  We will miss seeing 
our Grange friends with whom 
we catch up each year.  There 
will be info available regarding 
a private YouTube Channel for 
any Grange members that wish 
to “tune in” and see the ses-
sion’s deliberations from the 
comfort of your home.  If the 
info does not reach you, con-
tact Headquarters for the con-
necting info so you can be with 
us! 
     Any members who have 
collected “C” bills for State 
Grange’s cancer project or “G” 
bills for hosting should send a 
check with the breakdown for 
each fund and send to me at my 
home address prior to State 
Session.  Your cooperation in 
this timetable will be greatly 
appreciated. 
    In other business, the Jour-
nals of Proceedings for 2019 
have been mailed to State 
Grange leaders, Pomona 
Granges, and Subordinate 
Granges who requested a copy.  
If you are lacking a copy, con-
tact Mary Liddington at Head-
quarters and one will be sent. 
    Recently I heard from a 
Grange of their concern that 
they had not received a quarter-
ly report in some time.  As a 
reminder to Subordinate Secre-
taries, when a quarterly report 

is received, the next quarterly 
report is sent back within a few 
weeks.  When a Grange lapses 
in their payment, the communi-
cation stops and the next quar-
terly report… or more quarter-
ly reports… are not sent until a 
payment is made, thus the rea-
son for not receiving the form.  
Worthy Secretary, please check 
your file to determine if your 
quarterly dues payment is cur-
rent with State Grange and if 
not, when payment is made, 
you will receive the next one 
due.  
   The annual Officers’ List 
form has been sent to Pomona 
and Subordinate Secretaries.  
The names and contact infor-
mation for our leaders for 
2020/2021 were to be returned 
to the State Secretary by Octo-
ber 1.  If your list has not been 
sent in as you read this, Wor-
thy Secretary, please do so 
pronto!  We want the next di-
rectory to be as current and ac-
curate as possible and that can 
only happen when each Secre-
tary returns the information. 
    As we wind down this year, 
I wish you good health and 
perseverance in overcoming 
this ordeal.  With support from 
each other, we can do this! 
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Virginia L. Conner 

NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 2020 
Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues 

Subject to Change 
September 15  Lecturer’s Reports due to State Lecturer  
Sept. 18 – Oct.4  Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) –  
     West Springfield, MA  
September 25  Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m.  
September 25-27 Youth Fall Weekend – Newark Grange 366,  
     Wayne County  
September 26  State Legislative Day – HDQ  
September 27  Grange Day at the Big E – West Springfield, MA  
September 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary  
October 23-27  State Grange 148th Annual Session – NYS Grange  
  HQ  
October 27  Executive Committee Meeting -- NYS Grange   
 HQ 
October 27  NYS Grange Foundation Annual Meeting,  
     NYS Grange    HQ 
November 7  NYS Grange Museum Annual Meeting, 10:00 a.m., 
Museum November 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due  
November 17-21 National Grange Annual Session, Valley Forge Ca-
sino  Resort, King of Prussia, PA  
December   Executive Committee Meeting - TBA  
December 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary  

laid out campground.  The 
trees got me to thinking about 
trees that are mentioned in 
the Bible. 
 
   It seems that when trees are 
in a Bible verse, a person or 
people are mentioned also.  
Note these verses in Jeremiah 
17:7-8 (TLB):  “But blessed 
is the man who trusts in the 
Lord and has made the Lord 
his hope and confidence.  He 
is like a tree planted along a 
riverbank, with its roots 
reaching deep into the water 
– a tree not bothered by the 
heat nor worried by long 
months of drought.  Its leaves 
stay green and it goes right 
on producing all its luscious 
fruit.” 
 
   The message I see in these 
verses is that I need to plant 
myself beside the river – the 
Lord Jesus ; with my roots – 
my whole being, reaching 
deep into the Living Water of 
our Lord and Savior.  Then 
the verse continues, “a tree 
not bothered by the heat nor 
worried by long months of 
drought”.  We can relate that 
to the six months we’ve been 
into this pandemic of 
COVID19.  It is easy to be-
come worried and fearful of 
catching the virus.  However, 
the verse says to trust in the 
Lord and He will give us 
hope and confidence.   
 
    It was surprising to me to 
find twenty seven species of 
trees from almond to willow 
listed in my Bible index.  
Check out the verses connect-
ed to all those species.  There 
is one verse in Isaiah which 
mentions seven tree species.  
 
   May you find peace and 
comfort by reading the “tree” 
verses in God’s Word.  Sym-
pathy to Allan Henderson and 
Heidi, Onondaga Co on the 
passing of his mother and 
father and Heidi’s grand-
mother and grandfather , Jo-
anne Howard Henderson. 
 

Everyone has been asking me 
about the results of the Lectur-
er’s Program contests. I really 
enjoyed seeing everyone's fine 
work and I feel humbled to be a 
part of running this contest. We 
had a few problems along the 
way - like I didn’t have correct 
emails for my committee - but 
we all got through it. Thank 
you for all your help - you 
know who you are!  
 
I am pleased to present the win-
ners here. Star (*) denotes Best 
in Show. 
 
ART 
 
“Watercolor Set to Music” 
 
Div I  
1st - Deanna Side, Wayne 
County 
2nd - Kelly Frost, Jefferson 
County 
3rd - Logan Pocock, Genessee 
County 
HM - Heidi Bornemann, 
Dutchess County 
 
Div II  
1st - Jonathan Peck, Jefferson 
County 
 
Div III  
1st - Wyatt Fuchs, Wayne 
County 
2nd - Nathan Frost, Jefferson 
County 
 
“Painted Rock” 
 
Div I  
1st - MaryAnn Campbell, 
Otsego County * 
2nd - Allison Bolio, Dutchess 
County 
3rd - Corinne Philpot, Rensse-

   
TREES – ROOTS - WATER 
 
    We are camping in a beauti-
ful campground in PA which 
has many species of trees 
planted by the Army Corps of 
Engineers.  It is fun to try to 
identify each kind in this well 

Jolene Pirrone 

laer County 
HM - Logan Pocock, Genessee 
County 
 
Div II  
1st - Mazlyn Fuchs, Wayne 
County 
 
Div III 
1st - Alyvia Fuchs, Wayne 
County * 
2nd - Gabby Hubbard, Lewis 
County 
3rd - Colton Tarbell, Genessee 
County 
 
“Mixed Media on Canvas” 
 
Div I 
 
1st - Logan Pocock, Genessee 
County 
2nd - Joan Hadlock, St. Law-
rence County 
3rd - Lynne Conklin, Che-
nango County 
HM - Cindy Williams, Lewis 
County 
 
Div II  
1st - Isabella Deyo, Albany 
County * 
2nd - Mazlyn Fuchs, Wayne 
County 
 
Div III 
1st - Rebecca Sands, Albany 
County 
2nd - Alyvia Fuchs, Wayne 
County 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
“Grange in the Community” 
 
Div I  
1st - Cathy Stark, Dutchess 
County 
2nd - Martha Babbitt, Rensse-
laer County 
3rd - Arthur Bush, Jefferson 
County 
HM - Paula Turner, Steuben 
County 
 
Div III  
1st - Alyvia Fuchs, Wayne 
County 
 
“Agriculture” 

 
Div I  
1st - Ralph Williams, Lewis 
County 
2nd - Cathy Stark, Dutchess 
County 
3rd - Shylo Fuchs, Wayne 
County 
HM - Laurel Santomassino, 
Otsego County 
HM - Rhonda Davis, Jefferson 
County 
 
Div II  
1st - Hannah Sands, Albany 
County * 
 
Div III 
1st - Colton Tarbell, Genessee 
County * 
2nd - Alyvia Fuchs, Wayne 
County 
3rd - Brayton Hubbard, Lewis 
County 
HM - Rebecca Sands, Albany 
County 
HM - Paige Webb, Oneida 
County 
 
“Time Lapse” 
 
Div I 
 
1st - Holly Williams, Franklin, 
Lewis County * 
2nd - Eileen Breed, Oneida 
County 
3rd - Natalie Ryan, Rensselaer 
County 
HM - MaryAnn Campbell, 
Otsego County 
 
Div III 
1st - Colton Tarbell, Genessee 
County 
2nd - Trinity Pearson, Lewis 
County 
 
TALENT 
 
1st - Irene Richy, Cortland 
County * 
 
Checkout “New York Grange 
Lecturer” on Facebook really 
soon to see photos of all the en-
tries. Seriously — The rock 
paintings are especially cool! 
Premium money will be distrib-
uted to each county's Pomona 
Master at State Session in Octo-
ber. 

New Christmas Ornaments 
are Available !!!!! 

     These and Grange Jewelry 
and other items will be avail-
able at the Grange Museum 
during the State Grange ses-
sion. 
 

Hours of Operation 
 

Friday October 23 
1 PM—7 PM 

 
Saturday October 24 
11:30 AM—5:30 PM 
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     This year has been different 
with changes everyday. I hope 
everyone was able to  stay safe. 
We were finally able to judge 
the Craft & Handiwork in July.  
     We had a couple of new peo-
ple entering items this year.   
     There were 4 woodworking 
entries; 5 small quilted wall 
hangings; 2 full-size quilts; 4 
regular afghans; 4 baby afghans; 
5 doilies; 1 latch hook; 2 three-
piece baby sets; 5 embroidery/
cross stitch; 5 stuffed toys; and 8 
holiday ornaments. It was a great 
first time for holiday ornaments. 
     The results of the judging: 
Woodworking 1st Jack Turner, 
Steuben Co.; 2nd Jan Brooks, 
Dutchess Co.; 3rd Ed Wilson, 
Otsego Co.; HM Logan Pocock, 
Genesee Co. Small Quilted Wall 
Hanging 1st Cathy Stark, 
Dutchess Co.; 2nd Paula Evans, 
Otsego Co.; 3rd Jackie Camp-
bell, Wayne Co.; HM Vickie 
Lewis, Lewis Co. Bed-size Quilt 
1st Marianne Ciulla, Otsego Co.; 
2nd Karen Wilcox, Jefferson Co. 
Regular Afghan 1st Pat Van 
Lare, Wayne Co.; 2nd Arlene 
Lewis, Otsego Co.; 3rd Cindy 
Pollard, Onondaga Co.; HM 
Mary Eddy, Jefferson Co. Baby-
size Afghan 1st Marcy Bolio, 
Dutchess Co.; 2nd Sandra Tabor
-Hunkins, Otsego Co.; 3rd Pat 
Van Lare, Wayne Co. Doilies 1st 
Lois Kesby, Chautauqua Co.; 
2nd Cindy Pollard, Onondaga 
Co.; 3rd Charlotte Brenon, Jef-
ferson Co.; HM Marcy Bolio, 
Dutchess Co. Latch Hook 1st 
Lynn Conklin, Chenango Co. 3-
piece Baby Set 1st Gladys Ta-
bor, Otsego Co.; 2nd Charlotte 
Brenon, Jefferson Co. Embroi-
dery/Cross Stitch 1st Teresa 
Lawton, Chenango Co.; 2nd 
Cathy Stark, Dutchess Co.; 3rd 
Karen Wilcox, Jefferson Co.; 
HM Florence Kersmanc, Otsego 
Co. Stuffed Toy 1st Cathy Stark, 
Dutchess Co.; 2nd Natalie Ryan, 
Rensselaer Co.; 3rd Cherry El-
dred, Steuben Co.; HM Doris 
Thayer, Otsego Co. Holiday Or-
nament 1st Maryanne Campbell, 
Otsego Co.; 2nd Barbara Law-

Brenda Noble 

ton, Chenango Co.; 3rd Natalie 
Ryan, Rensselaer Co.; HM 
Jackie Campbell, Wayne Co. 
     Due to the limited State 
Grange Session we will not 
have these items on display 
and we will not be having the 
baking contest this year. The 
scone baking contest will be in 
October 2021 and the gluten 
free cookie contest will be Oc-
tober 2022. The Northeast Ex-
position was also cancelled so 
no items will be entered in the 
contest. We do have several 
items to send for the store. 
There were shawls, kitchen 
towels, scrubbies, plastic can-
vas, and hats for ponytails. We 
will send these items to be sold 
next year. I thank everyone for 
all of their hard work! 

 

Barton Snedaker 

      If you garden then you 
know that weeding is inevita-
ble, time consuming, important 
and constant - if you want a 
fighting chance to stay ahead of 
them.  Gardening - vegetable 
and/or flower - may be the clos-
est some of us, as 21st century 
Grangers, get to agriculture.  
The degree work and the ritual 
of the Grange are rooted (pun 
intended) in the art and practice 
of agriculture in the 19th centu-
ry.  With the chance (need) to 
stay home many people are de-
veloping their green thumbs 
and trying to grow their own 
vegetables to limit the contact 
they need to make with others.  
Garden supply and farm stores, 
and the myriad internet posts 
on building raised beds all 
show evidence of this growth in 
family centeredness and return-
ing to the earth.  I spent many 
trips to various stores searching 
for swiss chard seeds with no 
luck.  Over the last two years - 
between the weather and health 
issues - my garden’s soil had 
become compacted and full of 
weeds which were well dug in.  
Loosening up and feeding the 
soil with organic matter was the 
first step to getting the garden 
plots back in shape with the 
shovel, hoe, rototiller and rake.  
Three of those implements are 
symbols of the degrees and I 
think our founders would have 
wisely included a rototiller if 
they’d had them.   
 
     This is all a prelude to this 
edition’s column.  Preparing 
and weeding your Grange to 
return to a new normal. 
 
     Yes, weeding is tedious and 
can be painstaking.  But think 
of how you feel when you’re 
done, stand up and look at your 
freshly cleaned garden soil - 
ready to continue the support, 
feeding and continued growth 
of your plants and vegetables. 
How does all this connect to 
membership and leadership? 
Has your Grange weeded 
through its membership list 
lately?  Are there members 
listed nobody knows or remem-
bers?  Have your officers be-
come  impacted into their posi-
tions?  Maybe it’s time to look 
at all this while meetings are 
either not happening or attend-
ed by just a few.  Do you have 
a membership/leadership com-
mittee?  When you have com-
pleted these tasks make sure 
you get the results to state 
Grange headquarters so they 
can update the lists and infor-
mation they keep.  After you 

are done you need to remem-
ber the task should be com-
pleted, just like in your gar-
den, every year.   
 
     All  this weeding and pre-
paring the soil comes from 
our degree ritual.  If you’re 
not sure where - then get out a 
blue manual and start reading.  
It may be a good refresher on 
the language of the degrees.  
Hopefully your attention to 
the preparation of the soil will 
lead to a renewed and abun-
dant growth of your Grange in 
the coming year. 
 
     So what was the outcome 
of all my weeding and soil 
decompacting?  To be contin-
ued... 

milk in all daycare and school 
nutrition programs. Science 
concludes that full fat dairy 
products not only improve nu-
trition, but also learning readi-
ness and satiety, especially for 
those most nutritionally at-risk. 
It is vital to increase dairy 
product consumption domesti-
cally as well as internationally 
by increasing consumption of 
full fat milk products. 
 

     The U.S. Dietary Guide-
lines Need to Be Fixed! Take 
Action Now! BACK-
GROUND National Grange 
policy strongly supports 
whole milk as part of a well- 
balanced school nutrition pro-
gram. However, the USDA -
HHS Dietary Guidelines Ad-
visory Committee, as they 
draft the latest Dietary Guide-
lines for America, may not be 
considering recent scientific 
evidence on the benefits of 
saturated fats and the healthy 
role they play. We encourage 
you to review the information 
from the American Dairy Co-
alition, contact your Senators 
and Representative, and ask 
them to delay the Dietary 
Guidelines report until all 
pertinent scientific dietary 
information is thoroughly 
considered by the Committee.  
     The Dietary Guidelines for 
America (DGA) sets our na-
tion’s leading nutrition poli-
cies. They directly influence 
WIC, SNAP, and school 
lunch programs, shaping the 
tastes and preferences of the 
next generation of consumers. 
The DGA is used by physi-
cians, nutritionists, dietitians, 
and other health professionals 
to “promote good health, pre-
vent chronic disease and help 
Americans reach a healthy 
weight.” By law, the guide-
lines are required to be updat-
ed every five years by USDA 
and Health and Human Ser-
vices to incorporate the latest 
research and advancements in 
nutritional sciences. Why 
This Matters Today The DGA 
program was introduced in 
1980, yet public health has 
steadily declined in the 40 
years since implementation. 
Childhood obesity and diabe-
tes diagnoses have tripled, 
adult obesity rates have dou-
bled, and 25 million Ameri-
can adults have diabetes. The 
current guidelines are not 
working.  
     ADC supports the 
CHOICE of offering whole 

 Grange Website and Elec-
tronic Social Media Code of 
Conduct  
     All websites, Facebook 
groups or pages, and all other 
internet based social media plat-
forms representing the Grange 
must be under the jurisdiction 
of a Subordinate/Community, 
Pomona, or State Grange.  
Each website must be clearly 
identified as being a Grange 
website and must have contact 
information on or within one 
easily identifiable click from the 
home or index page.  
     Each Facebook or other so-
cial media platform must be 
clearly identified as being a 
Grange sponsored page or 
group and have a Grange con-
tact person easily identified on 
the page.  
     No partisan or sectarian 
comments, opinions, state-
ments, or endorsements may be 
posted on the website or page.  
     No negative or inflammatory 
(designed to insult or belittle) 
comments, opinions, or state-
ments toward any Grange or 
level of the Grange or toward 
any member of any Grange may 
be posted on the website or 
page.  
     No inflammatory (designed 
to insult or belittle) statements, 
comments, or opinions toward 
any non-member, including 
public officials may be posted 
on the website or page.  
     All policies of the Grange 
posted on the website or page 
must be clearly labeled as to 
which Grange or level of the 
Grange that has adopted the 
policies.  
     All content, including adver-
tisements, must be within the 
guidelines of the Digest, By-
Laws of the State Grange with 
jurisdiction, and By-Laws of the 
Grange operating the website or 
page.  
     Adopted February 25, 2011 
by the National Grange Execu-
tive Committee  
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All of the Grange 

Sporting Events had to 

be cancelled due to the 

Covid 19 

This program is de-

signed for fun.   Being 

good at Bowling, Golf, 

or Dartball is not a re-

quirement.  Partici-

pants at are all levels. 
     I  hope everyone enjoyed 
their summer and were able to 
get together ( social distances of 
coarse) with their Grange. 
 
     This summer many youth 
were active with their 
FFA's,  4h programs and Grange 
youth groups. 
 
     Stanford Grange 808 had 3 
youth participate in the prepared 
speech and sign a song regional 
contest virtual. Elizabeth Van 
Kleeck, Britney Mercado and 
Sacha Secor the best of show 
winner. 
 
     It's with great sadness I must 
report the fall youth weekend 
had to be cancelled due to 
Covid19. Keep an eye on the 
NYS Grange youth facebook 
page for an upcoming virtual 
Friday night/ Saturday morning 
event in October. 

Katie Fallon 

Such a busy time of year and I 
know many of you are excited 
and concerned about starting 
school this year with all the 
pandemic regulations.  Just re-
member to follow your precau-
tions and be safe and keep fo-
cused during this “new normal” 
period of time. 
I sent out a letter to each JG 
leader.  Dues and JG fund mon-
ey (plus any other listed dona-
tions) should have been sent by 
now.  Also the annual JG lead-
ers report form completed and 
that is sent to me.  I need the 
actual form sent - not just word 
of mouth.  Those are due now.  
I will make a copy and send it 
on to the National JD Director.  
If I do not have a form from 
each JG, including 1+, I will be 
calling the Community Grange 
Master/President or your Po-
mona. 
As I had explained, we will be 
having a State virtual/picture 
for crafts with the changes for 
the State Session this year.  If 
you can include the member-
great! Don’t forget to list each 
member and each project they 
completed.  There will be rib-
bons but not Rosettes or mon-
ey.  I know many Junior mem-
bers have worked diligently on 
their crafts and should be rec-
ognized and received ribbons.  
The State craft pictures should 
come to me now by e-mail or 
regular mail. Pictures can also 
go to Special Junior Deputy 
Kelly Frost.  Any National 
crafts or other National pro-
grams go directly to the Nation-
al Director, Samantha Wilkins 
as stated in the National Hand-
book – please drop me a note as 
to what you sent for my rec-
ords. 
Harvest time is here and we 
soon will be picking apples and 
cleaning up the garden areas.  
What a learning experience we 
all have had staying closer to 
home and enriching our family 
time.  I have heard some who 

haven’t had a garden – did 
this year. Others had a larger 
garden and grew things they 
hadn’t in the past.  Day trips 
and picnics have been popular 
as well as reading more books 
and writing and game/card 
nights.  
Another new passport was just 
released.  American History 
#19 - Women’s Suffrage and 
the 19th Amendment. If you 
need a copy, let me know.   
With this being a Presidential 
election year, this passport is 
such a good learning experi-
ence for any Junior member – 
and the worksheet is also a 
good reminder for adults!  
DON’T FORGET TO VOTE! 
 

PLEASE!  PLEASE!  PLEASE! 

If you have not already done so, please 

send your donation to the New York 

State Grange Museum Appeal.  

These funds are needed to provide nec-

essary maintenance of the museum and 

to provide more opportunity for people 

to visit. 

 

mailto:jolene@advancedwebdesign.com
mailto:kathleenef889@gmail.com
mailto:genren55@earthlink.net
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Carol Bailey 

was the first woman appointed 
to the powerful NY Assembly 
Ways and Means Committee.   
 
     Taylor served as assistant 
financial clerk of the state sen-
ate before being elected to the 
assembly in 1946.  She contin-
ued in that position for 14 years. 
Millie as many knew her was 
one of the “scrappiest battlers 
for her home county.”  Many 
here in Wayne County credit 
her with the construction of the 
Rt. 14 bridge over the railroad 
in Lyons among other accom-
plishments.   
 
     In 1956 Taylor was the lead-
er to get the rose designated the 
state flower.  This in part be-
cause of the huge Jackson & 
Perkins rose gardens in Newark 
at that time.  Unfortunately the 
gardens are now gone as is the 
company.  The pen used by 
Governor Averill Harriman to 
sign the bill hangs in the Wayne 
County Museum.  Quoting Tay-
lor, “It was a wonderful Mon-
day night when I reached my 
office and found 600 red roses.”  
They were pinned on staffers, 
pages, members of both houses 
and other personnel. 
 
     Another first for Taylor was 
being elected the first woman 
delegate at large to a Republi-
can National Convention.  She 
attended several of those con-
ventions through the years.   
 
     After her retirement from the 
assembly Taylor remained ac-
tive in local organizations.  She 
was a member and president of 
Wayne County Historical Soci-
ety.  Her interest in historical 
preservation led to her appoint-
ment to the New York Histori-
cal Trust.  She continued her in 
membership in Eureka and 
Wayne County Pomona Grang-
es.  During her terms in the as-
sembly she often visited Eureka 
sharing her thoughts and asking 
about problems.  She remained 
a supported of Grange through-
out her life. 
  
     Taylor had fifty-six laws to 
her credit and introduced many 
more.  Her causes ranged from 
employee benefits, conserva-
tion, education and definitely 
agriculture.    
 
     Among the famous that Mil-
dred rubbed elbows included 
Lawrence and Nelson Rockefel-
ler, John Pell, Thomas Dewey, 
Wendell Wilkie and Dwight 
Eisenhower.  There are many 
more that she called her friends.    
 
     Mildred Frick married E. 
Paul Taylor on September 22, 
1937.  They lived for many 
years in a historical Greek Re-
vival home on Phelps Street in 
Lyons.   They had no children.  
Her husband died in 1969 and 
she succumbed after a long ill-
ness on January 4, 1981.  
 

Albany Co. 

Bethlehem #137 

Anita Eck 

James Frueh 

Ravena #1457 

Rosemary McHugh 

Columbia Co. 

Copake #935 

Bridget Johnston 

Louise Shelton 

Dutchess Co. 

Stanford #808 

Alex Bass 

Sarah Griffin 

Freedom Plains #857 

Rod Smith 

Otsego Co. 

Westville #540 

Kathy Proper 

Eric Watson 

Schenevus Valley #1201 

Carol Kenyon 

Rensselaer Co. 

Brunwick #1337 

Deidna Wilson 

member well the “afternoon 
milk” program that I believe 
started, at least started on our 
district, when I was in second or 
third grade. It cost two cents a 
day for the student to participate. 
Since that time the debate has 
raged as to whether or not whole 
milk and dairy in general is 
healthy for children. A few years 
ago whole milk was cut from 
school lunch programs, and as 
these standards have to be re-
visited every five years, the push 
is on for reinstatement.  Both 
National and State Granges have 
been working on this, and per-
haps an added impetus would be 
a letter from your Grange to the 
School District, articulating the 
benefits of whole milk and dairy 
in general to the students. Not 
only would you be expressing an 
important opinion, but would be 
giving visibility to your Grange 
as well, particularly at a time 
when other types of visibility 
may be difficult. 
     Reconfiguration may not 
have to be major in order to keep 
things functioning, but it is prob-
ably necessary to avoid a com-
plete failure. Remember that our 
motto is Esto Perpetua, and fo-
cus our thoughts and actions to 

(Continued from page 1) Master 

Did you know… 
     That an assemblywoman in 
NY blazed trails in the political 
arena?  She was also a 
GRANGE member.  Her name 
was Mildred Frick Taylor of 
Lyons. 
 
     In this year of the centennial 
of 19th amendment it seems ap-
propriate to recognize her.  Tay-
lor was born in Lyons on April 
21, 1905 to Louis and Belle 
Everhart Frick.  She was a grad-
uate of Lyons High School and  
Rochester Business Institute.  
Her interest in politics began as 
a young woman.  In 1932 when 
she attended the Republican Na-
tional Convention, she worked 
with the forerunner of national 
young Republican clubs.       
 
     A public servant before it 
became popular for women, 
Taylor chalked up many firsts 
over her career.  She joined the 
Wayne County Republican 
Committee in 1937.  In 1943 
she became the first woman to 
hold chairmanship of a county 
Republican committee and did 
so for 13 years.  By 1953 Taylor 

     On women’s liberation 
Taylor said, “I am always in 
favor of women taking an 
active part and securing pub-
lic office. But I think women 
have to work harder to prove 
themselves.”   She believed 
she gained much experience 
from working beside men.   
  
     Never intimidated by the 
male majority in the assem-
bly, she was known as “The 
Fighting Jane from Wayne.”  
There is a historical marker 
noting her accomplishments 
on Rt. 14 by the public park-
ing lot. It was erected in 1998 
when the state honored a 
woman from each county to 
mark the 150th anniversary of 
the Women’s Rights Conven-
tion in Seneca Falls.    
 
     Information from news 
articles and a pamphlet about 
Taylor. 

 

Saratoga Co. 

Corinth #823 

Bill Brown 

Allan Clugston 

Wayne Co. 

Eureka #46 

Andrew Cooper 

Alyvia Fuchs 

Brian Manktelow 

Donald Vogler 

Jeremiah Wigfield 

Westchester Co. 

Yorktown #862 

Kristen Mason 

Wyoming Co. 

Curriers #1273 

Molly Egloff 

Nicole Kimpel 

Yates Co. 

Penn Yann #1178 

Dale Anderson 

Martha Mayo 

Don Parker 

Calling all creative minds .. 
 
     The 2023 National Grange 
Convention will be held in Niaga-
ra Falls, New York. This will be 
the first time the event has been 
held in New York State since 
2004. Each year a specific logo 
and slogan is created to individu-
alize the session to the State in 
which it is being held, and as it is 
in our State we would like to give 
New York Grangers the first op-
portunity to submit drawings/
slogans for consideration.  The 
selected logo will be used on ad-
vertising and support materials 
leading up to the convention.  The 
State Grange President will be 
awarding a prize to the winning 
NY entry, regardless of its selec-
tion by the North East Connection 
as the official logo. Entries can be 
either digital or hard copy. Please 
submit your entries to Headquar-
ters by January 1, 2021, or email 
to steve@nysgrange.org. Individ-
uals may submit up to three en-
tries for consideration. Any ques-
tions? Contact the State Grange 
President. 
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Heroes Act 

Back in May, the House passed its $3.2 trillion HEROES Act without 
Republican support which continues funding most current aid pro-
grams and adds scores of new relief areas. The Senate chose to wait 
and see what programs are no longer needed, what changes are 
needed to certain programs and time to assess new program pro-
posals. Senate Republican leadership has been working on their relief 
package since June and released their HEALS Act to colleagues on 
July 27 without Democratic support. Highlights of the Senate GOP 
HEALS Act are: 

 Allocates $75 billion for testing, tracing, isolation measures, 
support for hospitals and health providers, and assures free ac-
cess to treatment for individuals 

 Pays another round of direct payments to individuals 
@$1,200 per person 

 Allows hardest-hit small employers (less than 300 employ-
ees) whose revenue fell more than 50% to get a second favorable 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan and automatically for-
gives all PPP loans under $150,000 

 Extends unemployment benefits of $200 per week for two 
months. After that, states are to pay employees about 70% of the 
income they had before losing their job. 

 Includes $70 billion to help schools reopen and $30 billion for 
colleges and universities 

 Protects businesses and institutions from coronavirus -
related lawsuits if they follow government guidelines 

 Adds $20 billion to compensate agricultural producers and 
processors for the impact of the pandemic and includes com-
pensation for livestock and poultry depopulated due to insuffi-
cient processing access 

Paycheck Protection 

The National Grange and several agricultural groups are lobbying to 
make Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) eligibility for 501(c)(5) ag-
ricultural organizations part of the final package, arguing that strong 
viable organizations are necessary to help agriculture sector recov-
ery. The National Grange and over 200 farm and business groups 
urged Senate and House leadership to include a provision in the final 
package to ensure small businesses can deduct eligible expenses 
paid with a forgiven Paycheck Protection Program loan from their tax-
es. 

Cancer Cell Therapy 

The National Grange sent a letter of appreciation to the Administrator 
of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for issuing 
a proposed rule to advance cancer therapy. The proposal will suffi-
ciently compensate hospitals for CAR T cancer cell therapy to Medi-
care beneficiaries. That means more facilities in more locations will be 
able to provide access to this procedure for rural and small town pa-
tients. Previously, the Grange sent a letter to the Congressional Rural 
Caucus asking for their support to ensure CMS would initiate a pro-
cess for wider geographical access. A follow up letter of appreciation 
was sent to the Caucus. 

Copay Assistance is Important 

Copay coupon assistance programs from drug manufacturers are crit-
ical support for people with serious illnesses, chronic conditions and 
disabilities to secure prescription medicines. The National Grange 
joined over 100 patient groups on a letter to the Administrator of the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to express concern with 
a proposed rule that would require drug manufacturers to include the 
value of cost-sharing assistance when calculating the best drug price.  

Dietary Guidelines Report Mostly Positive 

The Dietary Guidelines for Americans is issued every five years and is 
used by nutritionists, physicians, dieticians and other health profession-
als to advise the public about healthy eating. A committee of experts is 
appointed jointly by USDA and HHS to craft these recommendations 
based upon the best science and research available. The committee 
has finished its work and the report has been submitted to the Secretar-
ies of USDA and HHS for public comment, review, revision and adop-
tion. At times in the past, the Guidelines seemed to unscientifically dis-
parage foods of animal origin. This time the report appears to generally 
follow sound science and recommend diets include dairy products and 
animal protein. One area supported by recent research but not included 
in the report is the value of whole milk in the diet of young and school 
age children. As a result, the National Grange has submitted comments 
urging USDA and HHS to return whole milk to the national school lunch 
program. 

Demand for Local Meat Processing 
Grows 

During the first wave of COVID-19 last winter and spring, meat counters 
were bare but livestock and poultry supplies backed up on farms and 
ranches and retail prices to consumers skyrocketed. This sparked re-
newed calls for further revisions to meat and poultry inspection laws to 
allow state inspected meat from small local plants to be sold to consum-
ers, restaurants and grocery stores as well as be sold across state 
lines. More and more lawmakers on the Hill are introducing bills to 
make that happen. USDA says it is well aware of this surging demand 
and is “committed to working with stakeholders to balance food safety 
with these growing consumer preferences.” National Grange policy 
strongly supports state inspection, local processing and sale direct to 
consumers 

Food Insecurity Grows 

The percentage of American households considered food insecure has 
surged to levels higher than during the Great Depression. Northwestern 
University analyzes weekly Census Bureau surveys and has found that 
Black and Hispanic households with children are nearly twice as likely 
to be struggling with food as similar white families. These high levels of 
food insecurity don’t seem to be improving as states reopen. This trend 
is fueling calls from Democrats on the Hill for an increase in food stamp 
benefits in the next coronavirus aid package. At the same time, food 
banks say their biggest challenge has been the loss of volunteers. The 
majority of pre-pandemic volunteers were older adults. USDA has de-
cided to extend several school lunch and nutrition programs through the 
new school year. These include more flexibility with meal patterns, 
group-setting requirements, meal service times, and the freedom to op-
erate in ways that fit their local, on-the-ground situations. 

Climate Change 

The House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis has released a 
547-page report which could serve as a blueprint for Democrats 
should they gain control of Congress and the White House in No-
vember. Their Climate Crisis Action Plan calls for net-zero green-
house emissions in the United States by 2050 and underscores a big 
role for agriculture conservation. It calls for greatly increased fund-
ing for working lands conservation programs, a reduction in agricul-
tural emissions (nutrient management, rotational grazing, etc.), sup-
port for next-generation farmers, increased technical assistance to 
farmers, support for renewable energy, preserving farmland from de-
velopment and reduced food waste.  
 
 

® 
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Event Registration 

The registration 

fee, made payable 

to Grange Revival, 

covers five din-

ners (Tuesday 

through Saturday; 

leftovers may be 

available for other 

meals), an event 

food tray, t-shirt 

and admission for 

most workshops 

(some excursions 

or workshops may 

have a small fee 

for admission, 

materials or trans-

portation and will 

be announced in 

advance). Regis-

tration fee is 50% 

refundable if can-

celed at least one week in advance of start of event; fee is non-refundable if can-

celed less than one week prior to the start of the event. 

Grange Members Rate by May 1, 2021 

Subordinate Members (36+) and E-members $75 

Grange Youth and Young Adults (14-35) $60 

Golden Sheaf Members (50+ continuous years in Grange) $60 

Junior Grangers (5-13), including 1+ Juniors $40 

Pre-Juniors (0-4 years old) $20 

Friend of the Grange Rate by May 1, 2021 

Adults (36+) $90 

Youth and Young Adults (14-35) $75 

Children (5-13) $50 

Infants & Pre-Schoolers (0-4) $35 

For all registrants: $5 late fee added per person for registrations paid after May 

1, 2021 

Be the first to know by PRE-REGISTERING  

To be added to our mailing list and receive updates about the event, first oppor-

tunities to sign up for activities, and more, please pre-register today by com-

pleting the enclosed registration form or going online to grangerevival.org and 

select Registration. You can also call Chris at 509-953-3533 or email grangereviv-

al@gmail.com. 

Getting to Grange Revival You can drive, fly or take a bus to Grange Revival. The 

closest airport and bus terminals are both located in Rapid City, about a half hour 

drive from the campground. We will have a transportation coordinator who can 

assist with getting you to and from Rapid City with advanced notice. Please con-

tact event organizers to make transportation arrangements. If you are renting a 

car for the event, we encourage you to explore savings through your Grange 

member benefit discount with Hertz and other car rental places. You may also 

find discounts on flights and other lodging you can use on your way to Grange 

Revival and on the newest partnership with Harvest Hosts for Grange members 

who own RVs. Log into your nationalgrange.org account (or sign up) and learn 

more. 

Accommodations: 

Make your reservation today directly with Days End Campground to ensure your 

preferred accommodations. Call KK at (918) 327-9529 and tell her you’re coming 

to Grange Revival. 

All rates are based on 2 people per cabin/site. Additional people staying in each 

site are $2/night for anyone 5 or older (pre-Juniors are free) for RV and tent sites. 

Pre-Juniors are free in cabins, Junior Grangers are $4/night and Grange Youth or 

older are $8/night. If you prefer to stay in a hotel, there are three within a short 

distance of the campground (Days Inn, Super 8 and Baymont Inn & Suites). No 

room blocks have been established and there is no group/event discounted rate. 

These hotels will not takes reservation until sometime in 2020. Contact the hotel 

directly. Support Junior Grange 

 

 

CABINS 

Set to sleep 2 adults; AC, mini-fridge, microwave and coffeepot With Bathroom 

$70/night + 9% tax (9 available) Without Bathroom (bathhouse nearby) $55/night 

+ 9% tax (30 available) 

GLAMPING TENTS 

2 twin beds; minifridge, microwave and coffeepot; no bathrroom or AC $40/night 

+ 9% tax (7 available) 

DRY CAMPSITES 

Bring your own tent/RV $10/night + 9% tax (many available) 

Only cabins and glamping tents require a deposit of one night. Deposit is 92% 

refundable if canceled at least 48 hours in advance of your stay. 

RV/HOOK UP SITES 180 available 

Full hook-ups (FHU) include water, electric, sewer and cable. FHU - Pull-through 

$30/night + 9% tax FHU - Back-in (up to 80’) $25/night + 9% tax Water & Electric 

hookup only (available for tent campers and RVs) $20/night + 9% tax There is a 9%      

hospitality tax, as noted for each night. If you wish to extend your stay, rates will 

apply for up to four days before (July 16) and two days after (July 27) our event. 

Check-in and check-out time is noon.  The campgrounds has a ramp to offload 

ATVs and motorcycles if you wish to bring them. Pets, friendly and on a leash with 

well-behaved owners who will clean up after them, are welcome. 

Grange Revival 2021 Registration Form 
(This is separate from accommodation reservations. Make reservations di-
rectly with Days End Campground by calling KK at 918-327-9529) 
Your Name ________________________________________________ 
Shirt Size __________ 
Registration type (check one) 
Grange Member: _____ Pre-Junior _____ Junior _____ Youth ______ 
Subordinate 
 _____ Golden Sheaf  Friend of the Grange: _____ Infant/Pre-K (0-4) 
_____ Child (5-13) _____ Youth/Young Adult (14-35) ______ Adult (36+) 
Address 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
_____________ 
Phone ______________________________ Email __________________ 
What days do you plan to attend Grange Revival? (dates)  
____________________________ 
If there are other parties who will attend with you, please indicate their 
names here so we can keep family/group registrations together. 
PAYMENT (choose one) 
____ A payment of: $________________ is enclosed, made payable to 
Grange Revival. 
____ I am pre-registering. Bill me: _____ via PayPal to email above OR 
_____ by mail to address above. 
 

CONDUCT POLICY (must be signed by each person attending 14-years-of-

age or older) 

By signing below, I understand and agree to the following: I will not damage event 

property and will report any defects with venue property to the owners/employees 

of Days End Campground as soon as possible. I will attain necessary licenses and 

use recommended safety equipment while on property. I will assist in keeping the 

grounds clean and listen to all instructions related to campfires, cooking, swim-

ming, recreational water use, etc. Campfires may only be created in approved fa-

cility fire rings. If I bring any weapon, including a firearm, large knife or other 

object, it will be secured by lock in my vehicle or other place where access by at-

tendees is restricted. I will not smoke indoors in any part of the facility and I will 

not bring or consume any illegal drugs. I will not engage in or enable any minor to 

engage in underage drinking. I will not be inebriated when tending to a fire, par-

ticipating in water activities or any other activity that may put myself or others at 

harm. If I am the responsible party for a minor child, I will ensure the child has 

appropriate chaperones if outside of my immediate care. I may be asked to leave 

the event with no refund if I violate any of these policies or act inappropriately for 

a Grange event. If I provide a form of payment that is declined or returned, I will 

be charged an additional $40 insufficient funds fee that must be satisfied before the 

end of the close of the event or within 5 days after the event ends. I understand I 

may be required to sign a full conduct and rules policy prior to or at the event and 

that this is an introductory piece to that full agreement. 

_________________________________________________________ _Signature 

(of attendee, or if attendee is under 18 parent/guardian should also initial) Date 



 


