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15.0.2001.1698 Crack.Lebanon News and World News Live from Beirut Saudi demands halt Lebanon-based
military campaign Lebanon’s pro-government coalition criticized a call by Saudi Arabia for the immediate halt

to a campaign to break the political deadlock in Lebanon, saying the decision from Riyadh to use force
against the group constituted “interference” in Lebanon’s affairs. “We would have to start addressing the fact

that the Saudis are the ones that are ruling Lebanon from outside,” Fadi Abu Amir, who serves as a
spokesman for Hezbollah, the Lebanese armed group that is allied to the government, told Al Arabiya News
channel. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have supported the Syrian opposition, along with the
rebels in Yemen, but have been silent on Iran’s intervention in the Syrian crisis. Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia

called for the international community to unite to confront Iran, accusing it of spearheading efforts to
destabilize the Middle East. “The kingdom sees Iran as a threat to stability, a threat to the entire region and

to the success of Arab efforts to achieve security and stability in the region,” Saudi Ambassador to the United
States Adel al-Jubeir said in a speech Wednesday at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Al Arabiya
reported. “We don’t welcome the fact that Iran is interfering in the domestic affairs of different countries,”

Jubeir said. “We think that it’s important that we should all be united, to take that united approach to confront
Iran, that is going to be an incredibly hostile act for us.” Lebanese officials believe Saudi Arabia is pushing for

the Lebanese party to back down ahead of the elections in October, which ultimately will see Hezbollah’s
Hassan Nasrallah as prime minister, the daily reported on Wednesday. Hezbollah is hoping to pressure other

parties to back away from the election without being imposed on them by Riyadh or any other state.
However, a political struggle is set to begin in the Lebanese capital Beirut on Thursday with the launch of “the
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