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The player console has a resolution of 240x240 pixels and is available in a regular and
landscape orientation. The Nintendo 64 was originally released in Japan on October 23,
1996 and in North America on March 31, 1997. In the week before the North American
release, magazines such as Super Play, Electronic Gaming Monthly, GamePro, Game

Revolution, Game Players and Nintendo Power had extensive previews of the game. An
agreement between Nintendo and NEC distributed the cartridge-based Super Famicom
and Super Nintendo Entertainment System internationally, and allowed the game to be

sold in retail stores. The console was released in the PAL region in late 1997 after
development work began. In 2001, Nintendo released the Nintendo 64DD, a cartridge-
based version of the console, available in Japan and Australia. The Nintendo 64DD also
featured a CD-ROM drive and was sold at a lower cost than the regular version. During

initial press for the Nintendo 64 in North America, Nintendo announced the bundled Club
Nintendo game cards. In the summer of 1999, Nintendo released a dock which allowed a

console to be plugged into a television and used as a portable system. In the original
release, Nintendo announced a budget price system for the region, which allowed up to

eight consoles to be hooked up to a single television, so a family of four could play
together. This system was considered to be a marketing and distribution strategy by
Nintendo to reduce the high retail prices of the Nintendo 64 and Game Boy Advance,

which later became common. In March 1997, a bundle containing the 256-megabit N64
development kit was included in the price of the console, which enabled developers to

produce games for the Nintendo 64. In contrast to the Dreamcast, the N64 was not
bundled with CD or DVD drives, as these only became prevalent in the following year. The

Nintendo 64 came bundled with a Super Game Boy cartridge in North America, but was
released without it in Europe and Australia. The Super Game Boy cartridge included a set

of games such as Mario Kart 64. Nintendo 64 games were initially released for the US
release on fourteen different SNES and Nintendo 64 cartridges, and were later distributed

via the Nintendo 64DD due to being released on cartridge by the time the N64DD was
released. The Nintendo 64 games distributed by NINTENDO on the SNES include:

Wolfenstein 3D, Star Wars Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back, Super Mario 64, Super
Mario Kart 64, Nintendo World Championship, Donkey Kong 64, Pilotwings 64, Star Fox 64
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