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July 1 2022, and Vanuatu’s borders have at last 

reopened to the world. 

It's been a long time since we welcomed 

visitors to Espiritu Santo, but we're looking 

forward to seeing everyone again, particularly 

here at the South Pacific World War II Museum 

in Unity Park, Luganville.

Over the past couple of months we've been 

incredibly fortunate to receive two new 

donations of collections to the museum, from 

the United States. Plus, our Chairman Bradley 

Wood has unearthed a jar of solid silver United 

States half dollars from World War II - up until 

recently, still buried on Santo - and there are 

more to come.

So jump in and enjoy this special edition of the 

South Pacific World War II Museum newsletter.

 

Welcome 
back.



They visited the museum for their 'task-1 research 

project for internal assessment.' 

Marina provided a wonderful overview of the US Navy 

base on Santo during World War II including the PT 

Boat base the museum is situated on. While Marina 

was providing a memorable history lesson, Museum 

Manager Lengkon was taking photos of the day.
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Hopefully it's the start of things to come, with our first 

school visit, just prior to the borders reopening.

Marina and Lengkon were delighted to host the Year 

13 History Option class from Lycee de Luganville 

under the tutelage of their teacher, Monsieur Tambeliu 

Mathias Georges. 

Schools in
for 2022.
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Additionally, David's family had very carefully preserved 

his mementos, keepsakes and military pieces for 

posterity. Thankfully for the museum, David reached 

out to the museum and offered up the collection to us.

Museum Project Manager James Carter contacted David 

to discuss what the family had in storage. "It became 

apparent to us that this was no ordinary collection and 

included some unique and treasured pieces," James 

says. "Doc's collection has been so beautifully stored 

that some of the local pieces from Fiji look brand new. 

And his Fiji police uniform is absolutely magnificent."
A page from Doc's University of Massachusetts at Amherst yearbook in 

1932, that was discovered by the Museum's WWII Historian Donna Esposito.

Earlier this year, the museum was contacted by David 

Cambio in the United States. David's grandfather 'Doc' 

served with the US Army on Fiji during World War II.

During his time there Doc took - or 'starred' in - many 

photos taken all over Fiji's main islands as well as the 

smaller outlying islands.

Warren 'Doc' Fabyan was an avid horseman. Here he is prior to heading 

off to Fiji with his horse Cheyenne.

David's mom Priscilla, was very excited to find out that 

her father's collection would be going somewhere 

where people outside the family could appreciate it. 

So much so, she put together a wonderful biography 

on some of his adventures in Fiji. That recently arrived 

via FedEx with half the collection. The other half are 

presently held up in US Customs and we're awaiting 

their release from the United States.

We will be following the other half of the story, once 

that package arrives. But in the meantime, here's a 

little about the man nicknamed 'Doc'.

Warren White Fabyan was born on 23 August 1911 in 

Weymouth, Massachusetts. He grew up there and 

graduated from the University of Massachusetts at 

Amherst in 1932.  

     (continued...)

Doc in his US Army MP Uniform ready for the South Pacific.
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What's  
up doc?
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With a passion for horses, it came as no surprise that in 

October of that same year, he was accepted as a 2nd Lt. 

in the US Army Cavalry Reserve Corps. 

There is no draft registration card or enlistment record 

for him, according to Museum WWII Researcher Donna 

Esposito in the US. We asked her to see what she could 

Doc's honorary Fiji police uniform, that has been donated to the Museum.

It might not be a horse, but every MP needs a trusty steed on which to 

perform his duties - in this case a US Army Harley Davidson motorbike.

An official photograph from the US Army Signal Corps, II Island Command 

showing Doc attending to a 'fender bender' in Fiji.

find on Doc from a military point of view, which wasn't 

much. She believes the lack of an enlistment record is, 

'most likely due to him still being in the reserves when 

the draft was instated in 1940.'

When he joined the army he was destined to head out 

to Alaska (the family believed), however things didn't 

quite go according to plan.

At the last moment, Doc was assigned to a unit that was 

shipping out to the South Pacific, as they needed an officer.

Unexpectedly Doc's wife Ida May (David's grandmother), 

received a box full of his cold weather gear. No note or 

explanation was provided as to why it had been sent 

home and she was most disturbed at what was going 

on. Why would her husband, who was going to Alaska, 

return all of his cold weather clothing?

What's more, part way through his tour, his original 

assigned unit was sent home. Since he was attached 

to a different unit, he was unable to go home with his 

assigned unit and thus he remained in Fiji until the 

war was over.

June 2022

Doc was in Fiji from July 1942 until November 1944. He 

was an MP who worked very closely with the Fiji Police. 

So much so, he was made an honorary Fiji policeman 

and given a Fiji police uniform - that we now have in our 

collection.    (continued...)
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Some of the beautiful, more traditional pieces in Doc's collection. It's hard to believe they're over 75 years old.

He was a member of a task force whose mission it was 

to organise defence against an anticipated invasion by 

Japanese forces.    

At the same time he was responsible for maintaining law 

and order between visiting US servicemen and the locals.

Doc was a very popular visitor to Fiji and learned enough 

Fijian to, as he put it, "get along." He spent some time 

visiting many of the neighbouring islands particularly the 

Lau Islands and was welcomed into villagers homes and 

experienced many of their traditional customs.

He even wrote a paper that is almost an anthropological 

study on the "cultural aspects of the Lau Islands."

After just over two years in Fiji, Doc returned home to 

the US. He retired with the rank of Lt. Colonel and post 

war, went on to a very successful teaching career.

He joined Central Connecticut State College as an 

assistant professor in 1949. Eight years later he was 

promoted to full professor and remained there until 

1971. He even received an award recognising his 

services to social sciences by the Connecticut Council 

for Social Studies.

Following his passing in 1984 in Vermont, his amazing 

collection was carefully stored away by his family. We'd 

like to thank David and Priscilla for agreeing to pass the 

collection on to us. It's a huge thrill to receive it and more 

importantly be the next custodians of Doc's legacy.
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We’re focussing this month on a remarkable new film 

resource that has never been seen in public before and 

shows the life of the US Marines preparing for battle in 

the Pacific in 1943.

Between June 1942 and November 1943, around 21,000 

US Marines arrived in the Wellington region of New 

Zealand.

They were destined for combat in the bloody recapture 

of Tarawa island, among others. But before that, they 

had to learn their trade – and as part of that, became a 

history changing part of the life of their host country.

Among the Marines who arrived in June 1942 was 

Norman T. Hatch, head of a cinematography unit, 

who in his 11 months in New Zealand shot at least 29 

reels of film intended for newsreels and hundreds of 

photographs of Marines in training and at leisure. 

Hatch’s footage later of the battle of Tarawa would win 

an Academy award.

But there was no such recognition of the footage shot 

in New Zealand, intended for a newsreel showing 

Americans how their boys were faring so far from home. 

There are films of the Marines at play – dances, and 

trips to the racecourse and tourist sites – and at deadly 

serious practice for beach landings, including under 

live fire.     (continued...)

US Marines drive two amphibious tractors over concrete filled drums in 
the shallows in Wellington New Zealand. Note the film cameraman on 
the beach taking newsreel footage.  
Photo - Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision, New Zealand’s audiovisual archive.

THIS MONTH IN MILITARY HISTORY  

Celluloid secrecy.  
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Mattie Mitchell, presents US First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt with a Tiki (Māori charm) on a pendant at 
Rotorua, New Zealand’. Photo - Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision, New Zealand’s audiovisual archive.

That they are now able to be viewed by the public is 

down to pure serendipity involving a New Zealand film-

maker who happened to share a table one day with 

Hatch, then in his 90s. 

The films are also a time capsule of a long-gone New 

Zealand of the 1940s.

Wartime secrecy had meant the 30 films and nearly 

700 photos were never used or released.

But this month – after a major international effort – they 

have gone public for viewing. 

You can see the collection and read more at:

https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/blog/film/

introducing-the-norm-hatch-collection/

Also closely involved has been the Kapiti US Marines 

Trust, a New Zealand group dedicated to preserving 

the history of what was dubbed "the friendly invasion.”

See more at  https://marinenz.com

 

We plan to have a bit of a deeper dive into the 

collection for our Museum members in the upcoming 

edition of the Santonian newsletter that they receive. If 

you aren’t a member, now’s a good time to join. 
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Lamont Lindstrom, has been a friend of the South 

Pacific WWII Museum for some years. His links to the 

South Pacific, in particular Vanuatu, go back even further 

through his ground breaking anthropological work and 

many books and papers on World War Two ethnohistory, 

cargo cults, sociolinguistics, cultural policy development 

and much more.

While researching Espiritu Santo and the US Navy base on 

the island, Lamont accumulated an impressive collection 

of research material that he offered to the museum. 

Naturally enough, we were delighted to accept it and 

the materials recently arrived from Lamont's office at the 

University of Tulsa.

Probably of greatest interest to the Museum was  a roll 

of microfilm from 1945 and a print out from a declassified 

military report also from 1945. 

The microfilm contains the 650+ pages of a book written 

by Lieutenant D.W. Kralovec entitled, A Naval History of 

Espiritu Santo. 

It covers every aspect of the base on Santo and in fact 

became almost the instruction book for the US Navy on 

how to deploy and set up a successful Naval Advanced 

Base (NAB) anywhere in the world.

From the  
history books.

Lamont Lindstrom in the South Pacific. Photo: academia.edu

A page digitised from the original microfilm. Only 650 more to go!
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The print out, is just as exciting for us for the level of detail 

it contains on every physical aspect of the Santo base. 

Every building is detailed. It's size, volume, how many 

were assembled, what role each building performed. Just 

an astounding background on the immense base known 

during the war as Base Button.

We'd like to thank Lamont most sincerely for sending 

us his research. It will be put to very good use over the 

coming months and years.

Part of Lamont Lindstrom's fabulous research collection.
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Around 80 years ago, during the Second World War, a 

young local man living up on the Banks Islands, began 

working for the Allied forces. What his role was, we do 

not know. However what we do know, is that he left 

behind an incredible hoard, that has recently been 

acquired by the South Pacific WWII Museum.

Part of the incredible collection of silver coins  

acquired by Bradley Wood for the Museum.

Money in 
the Banks.

The young man was frugal, and lived a somewhat 

simple life. There were no banks on the Banks! Yet, he 

was being paid regularly by the US and British forces 

to continue supporting the war effort - silver coins in 

fact. They were what's known as Walking Liberty half 

dollars from the United States and Australian Florins (It 

was easier to transport coins from Australia than all the 

way from Britain). So what did he spend his wages on? 

Absolutely nothing. The 'shiny white man's coins' were 

of no use to someone living such a simple life, so he 

buried them all in brown glass jars. 

Prior to his passing, the penny-wise man revealed the 

location of the jars to his son. He too left them buried 

his entire life until it was his turn to reveal their location 

to his son. Where they were buried remained a closely 

guarded secret for three generations of Ni-Vanuatu.

More recently, the jars of coins were transported to 

Santo under a shroud of secrecy and buried again.

A few years ago Museum Chairman Bradley 

Wood was approached by a friend of his. 

The now middle-aged grandson of the 

frugal man from the Banks Islands. 

He had something to show 

Bradley - a tantalising 

sample of a US 

Walking Liberty 

Half Dollar. And 

would Bradley 

be interested in 

purchasing a large 

collection of them 

for the Museum?

So at an undisclosed 

location, they met 

and Bradley was 

handed an old 

brown glass jar, filled 

to the brim with silver coins. The 

man shared the wonderful story of his father 

and particularly his grandfather and the connection 

the coins have to the World War II history of the New 

Hebrides. Of course the story totally captivated Bradley.  

       (continued...)
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As Chairman of the South Pacific World War II Museum, 

this was an incredible find that should be preserved.

A healthy price was agreed upon for the first jar of coins 

and an exchange was made. As the man digs up more 

of the jars, he will make them available to the Museum. 

But for now, we are most grateful that the story of the 

coins has been passed on to us and we will dedicate 

this collection to the frugal old man from way up north 

on the Banks Islands. 

 

And maybe someday we can add the names and more 

detail to this wonderful story.

You might be wondering how many more jars still exist? 

No one really knows - except for the grandson and it's 

up to him to reveal that when he's ready to add to this 

amazing story.
Locals were employed by the American forces for a range of tasks.
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Inspiring everyday  
heroes
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The borders have reopened on July 1 after two years of 

responding to the Covid pandemic.  

That means tourists can now come back to enjoy all 

the wonders that the country has to offer.

Vanuatu of course has faced even tougher challenges 

than the pandemic – with a devastating cyclone that 

struck even as the unprecedented global health 

challenge was unfolding.

Our heroes this month are everyone in Vanuatu that’s 

done the tough work to get the country ready to 

reopen to tourism.

That just compounded the hard economic times for 

the people. But Vanuatu is nothing if not resilient.

The virus of course remains. 

Vaccination is high at 

around 75 per cent with 

work continuing. There were 

at latest count nearly 200 

confirmed active cases. 

But the country has been 

readying itself for tourists 

to return. Vila Airport is 

sporting a bright new look, as 

international air services will 

gradually start to reconnect.

So if you're one of those international travellers longing to 

visit Vanuatu, please do. Just remember to be respectful 

and careful – and Vanuatu will repay you in so many ways.  

And of course we would love to see you at our home 

in Luganville, Espiritu Santo. 

Ready for the big return – unveiling a new look at Vila International Airport. 
Photo - Vanuatu Daily Post.

Inspiring Everyday Heroes is our Museum brand 
and means how the stories of yesteryear and 
our project can inspire today’s new generation.
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ttps://www.facebook.com/SouthPacificWWllMuseum
https://twitter.com/southpacificww2
https://www.instagram.com/spwwiimuseum/
https://youtube.com/channel/UCdfaJpOOUX4J1p5IK2kCspQ

