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Alice finds a
new home

Invitations like these provide wonderful insights into life on Espiritu 

Santo during the war.

Some of the more memorable items in the collection included 

invitations to social events on Base Button. 

Much excitement this week as the South Pacific WWII 

Museum took possession of a wonderful collection of 

photographs, documents and all manner of ephemera 

from Museum supporter Mark Jason.

The box the collection arrived in, was an amazing feat 

of wrapping, utilising just about every form of packing 

material you could imagine - including a sheet of 

aluminium to protect the top from accidental crushing. 

Mark wanted to ensure it arrived half way around the 

world in perfect condition. Thanks to DHL and his 

exceptional wrapping skills, it did.

The collection belonged to Mark's family and is a 

snapshot of his mother Alice's life as a nurse on Espiritu 

Santo at the US Army 25th Evacuation Hospital. 

We knew what we were receiving thanks to Mark's 

incredible recent scanning efforts.  (continued...)



But it's never quite the same incredible feeling you get 
when you see them first hand, hold them and carefully 
examine them one by one.

The collection really is a wonderful snapshot of not just 
Alice's life on Santo, but life on Santo for those based 
there. The invitations to parties and drinks at Officer's 
messes, picnics, swimming at Barrier Beach and social 
events at the legendary Madame Gardel's plantation. 

We can't thank Mark, his sister Patricia (Patti), Mark's 
late brother Paul (Mike) and Mark's daughter Amanda 
enough, for all their assistance in pulling everything 
together for us. 

And for trusting Alice's life in the US Army to our care.
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A poem from one of Alice's admirers at the 25th Evacuation Hospital.

2

March 2022

Alice's leave orders to travel to APO 715 for New Year's celebrations  
in 1943. APO 715 was the postal code for Auckland New Zealand.

A copy of a VE Day newspaper from on board the 
ship Alice was travelling on.



Boeing No. 40-3097 began life, pretty much like every 

other B-17D bomber. She was part of a lot of forty-two 

Boeing B-17Ds constructed before the war began. But 

that's definitely not how she would be remembered. 

The B-17's nickname, Swoose, the melding together 

of a swan and a goose, was how 40-3097 was 

immortalised. Of an indestructible aircraft that simply 

would not die.  

Following its completion, the big bomber crossed the 

Pacific and landed in the Philippines at Clark Field. Eight 

hours after the attack on Pearl Harbour, more Far East 

assets were attacked, including Clark, wiping out every 

one of the B-17s parked there, including 40-3097. Or was it?

Following the attack, what was left were piles of 

twisted, burnt out metal. Certainly nothing in even the 

barest of airworthy shape. However, from the wreckage, 

some very clever and determined air crew figured that 

if they took a bit of this one and a bit of that one and 

added a good dose of luck, they could patch together a 

few flyable B-17 bombers.

According to the Smithsonian National Air & Space 

Museum, “None of our bombers was left flyable, but by 

heroic efforts, finding a wing of one and a rudder from 

another, a sailplane from a ruined fuselage, and such 

engines as remained whole, and putting these odd 

parts together on fuselages less damaged than others, 

our men assembled a very few bombers.   

     (continued...)
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An early model Boeing B-17D Flying Fortress at Wright Field (the 
“shark fin” was lost with the addition of the vertical stabiliser 
extension on later models). Photo - USAF.
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It was from such Phoenix-like resurrections that the 

Swoose came into being.”

By this time the war in the Pacific had begun in earnest 

and the B-17s were sent off to play their part against an 

invading enemy in the Philippines, Dutch East Indies  

and nearby islands.  

However, a determined enemy soon reduced the 

number of suviving resurrected aircraft dramatically - 

except for one that turned up in Australia. 

In late January 1942, "40-3097" was flown to Royal 

Australian Air Force Base, Laverton, near Melbourne, 

where it underwent major repairs. Being in such decrepit 

condition, the tail of 40-3091 was grafted onto 40-3097. 

That lead to 19th Bomb Group pilot Captain Weldon 

Smith naming the aircraft The Swoose from a popular 

song about a bird that was half swan, half goose. 
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Clark Field wasn't the only base attacked by the Japanese following 

the Pearl Harbour attack. This shot of Nichols Field, not far from Clark, 

shows some of the damage to fighter aircraft there as well. 

Photo - pacificeagles.net

The Swoose insignia painted onto the fuselage of the grafted B-17. 

Photo - Joseph May, National Museum of the U.S. Air Force.

Of course any great bomber needs a great insignia 

painted on its fuselage. So an amateur artist was hired 

to paint a somewhat odd looking bird just aft of the 

main entrance door, along with the by-line, “It flies.”

The Swoose began flying successfully in Australia 

before becoming the command plane for Lt. Gen. 

George H. Brett. It flew the general all over the South 

Pacific and even all the way back to Washington when 

he was reassigned there, establishing new speed 

records between Australia and Hawaii, and from  

Hawaii to San Francisco. 

     (continued...)

One of the crews from the Swoose (pictured after the war). From 

L-R are Charles Reeves, Harold Varner, pilot Col. Frank Kurtz, Harry 

Schreiber and Roland Boone. Photo - US Air Force.
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Stripped back to bare metal, the Swoose is ready for priming. 

Photo - Joseph May, National Museum of the U.S. Air Force.

She flew on throughout the rest of World War II, barely 

missing a beat.

By wars end, the patched up Swoose with bits and 

pieces taken from who knows how many other aircraft, 

finished her career with a total of four thousand hours in 

the air and due to its poor condition, had a date with the 

scrappers. If it weren't for the efforts of Mayor Fletcher 

Bowron of Los Angeles that's where the remarkable 

aircraft would have ended up.

Instead the Swoose was saved for display as a war 

memorial and in 1949, turned over to the National Air 

Museum for safekeeping. She flew all the way back to 

the east coast under the command of her wartime pilot 

Frank Kurtz and many of her crew aboard.

Stored outside at Andrews Air Force Base until April 

1961, the Swoose suffered at the hands of souvenir 

seekers and the elements. Finally broken into major 

One of the weather beaten engines removed from the Swoose. 

Photo - Joseph May, National Museum of the U.S. Air Force.

parts, she moved to the National Air and Space 

Museum's Paul E. Garber Restoration Facility in 

Maryland where it again was stored outside and 

suffered even more environmental damage. 

In July 2008, the Swoose finally found a safe home 

inside a large hangar at the National Museum of the 

United States Air Force's restoration facility, alongside 

none other than the Memphis Belle.

Tail end of the D-model Flying Fortress, a plain vertical stabilizer from 

the new tail replaced while being serviced in Melbourne, Australia.  

Photo - Joseph May, National Museum of the U.S. Air Force.

March 2022



In February of 1942, there came into existence a 

little remembered squadron of warships, the ANZAC 

squadron. Australian and New Zealand readers will 

know what those five letters stand for – Australia New 

Zealand Army Corps – the name born out of those two 

countries fighting side by side on the World War One 

battlefield of Gallipoli.

But 27 years later, the ANZACs were ships, and very 

few at that. Just over two months since the traumatic 

surprise attack on the US fleet at Pearl Harbour, Japan 

had effectively run riot in the wider Pacific.

There were precious few ships of any kind left for the 

Allies to fight with, or even perhaps more crucially, 

keep the sea lanes between Australia, New Zealand 

and the South Pacific open. 

Thus, was born the ANZAC squadron, led by the 

Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Australia, joined by the 

USS Chicago, and two New Zealand light cruisers – 

HMNZS Leander and Achilles – plus two US destroyers. 

They formed at Suva in Fiji on February the 12th, and 

then operated between Fiji and New Caledonia, joined 

from time to time by other US forces. Their job was 

not to fight, as such, but to escort the first troops and 

supplies being rushed westward, to what may be an 

already lost fight.

It was exhausting work. The cruiser Leander for 

example covered during the first three months, some 

23000 miles and over 72 days at sea. 

     (continued...)
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HMAS Australia transiting the Panama Canal circa 1935.  
Photo - Royal Australian Navy.
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THIS MONTH IN MILITARY HISTORY  

The little known 
ANZAC legend  
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The USS Chicago (CA-29) underway off New York City, May 31, 1934. 

Towards the end of April 1942, new areas known as the 

South Pacific Area and the South-West Pacific Area 

were constituted, and the title of Anzac Area lapsed.

But the ships of the squadron continued their crucial 

role – including in May, some of them shepherding 

a convoy of five ships carrying American troops and 

the material and supplies for the establishment of a 

forward base at Vila.

And that really is where our story begins.
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HMNZS Leander underway at sea in 1945. Photo - Torpedo Bay  
Navy Museum.

HMNZS Achillies pre war. Photo - Torpedo Bay Navy Museum.



Darwin, Australia during World War II was somewhat of 

a frontier town where scrounging for many was a way 

of life. In the words of John Curtin, the Prime Minister of 

the time, “Austerity calls for a pledge by the Australian 

people to strip every selfish comfortable habit, every 

luxurious impulse, every act, word and deed that 

retards the victory march.”

Australians soon embraced recycling and simply had to 

make do with what they could buy, find or scrounge. 

So imagine the surprise of an Australian Army officer, 

who returned to his five room home near Darwin 

following leave in August 1942, and found it was gone 

in what could be called the ultimate act of scrounging. 

Yes, his entire house was... missing. But not just his 

house, an entire military camp - operations room, 

kitchens, showers, sleeping quarters, latrines, 

everything! According to Professor Alan Powell in 

his book, The Shadow’s Edge: Australia’s Northern 

War, sometime between a Saturday and a Monday 

everything was taken, and “no trace of the vanished 

camp was ever found."

To those living in Australia's north, particularly in the 

outback desert regions to the north of the country, 

things were even tougher and required even greater 

ingenuity to get through the war years. 

Enterprising flight crews based in the more remote 

regions of Australia came up with a clever answer 

to keep people resupplied. When military aircraft 

returned to their base from training, administrative or 

supply flights, why fly them home empty?   

     (continued...)

The great 
Australian 
scrounge 
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A house on the move in Australia not long after the war. Is this what 

happened to the Australian Army Officer's house? 
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All that space could be filled with beer, food, or other 

luxury items that rarely reached the camps in the very 

distant outback. Thus emerged one of those bizarre 

wartime stories that seems too funny to be true, “the 

bombing of Adelaide.”

Charles Edward of the 380th Bombardment Group 

recounts the story attributed to a B-25 Liberator 

bomber, loaded to the gills with oranges, beer, Coca-

Cola, and whatever else could be jammed in at the time. 

It took off from a base in Adelaide, to head back north 

when its bomb bay doors "peeled off” shortly after take-

off. You can probably guess the rest. According to Charles 

Edward, “Quite a sight it was to see case after case 

tumbling down, plus crates of oranges flying apart.”
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Possibly a little artisitic licence is shown here, but imagine a B-24 

Liberator bomber, losing its load of oranges and Coca-Cola and 

accidentally bombing Adelaide. B-24 Photo - bombercamp.org 

Flight Lieutenant Terry Duigan's crew of 530 Bomb Squadron, 380th 

Bomb Group. Photo - Jack McNally (RAAF) & ozatwar.com

Somewhere in an Adelaide suburb, a crate of beer 

landed in Mrs. L. F. MacDonald’s back garden and 

a crate of Coca-Cola “demolished” the roof of 

her washhouse, according to Professor Powell’s 

book. Oranges “showered down over the entire 

neighbourhood.” Yet amazingly, no one was hurt.
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Imagine the stories you could tell, if both your parents 

served in the military during World War II. And what  

if they were both stationed at Base Button on Espiritu 

Santo, in the New Hebrides?

For Dr John Anderson that's exactly what happened to 

his parents - although when posted there, they'd never 

even met each other.   

John's parents, mother Angelina Mango, was a nurse 

at the US Army 25th Evacuation Hospital. His father 

Gustavus Anderson was attached to the 3119th Signal 

Service Battalion and worked in the Communications 

Centre on Santo.

Given we've featured Angelina previously, we thought it 

was time Gustavus' story was shared with readers.

He grew up in rural Sumter County, Georgia and got a 

Ham radio license in high school, and a degree in radio 

and TV engineering in 1940. 

On September 8, 1942 he enlisted in the US Army and 

eventually found his way to Signal Corps. An area within 

the military rapidly gaining importance with wartime 

advancements in technology - radar; plane to plane 

and plane to ground radio; theater to central command, 

in theater, and intra-unit communication; signal 

security and intelligence; and even photography and 

interestingly, film making. 

Promoted to 2nd Lt., he and the 3119th Signal Service 

Battalion began a three-year tour of New Zealand, New 

Caledonia, New Hebrides, the Philippines, and finally 

Kobe, Japan.

In the Pacific, the Signal Corps worked with the Army 

Air Corps, the Navy, Marines, and other Allied forces. 

Often a single joint communication centre (JCC) used 

the same equipment, circuits, codes and ciphers, 

message procedures, and operators. 

Santo's Communications Centre where Gustavus worked. 

Photo - National Archives.

2nd LT Gustavus Anderson at work. Photo - John Anderson.

It takes two

Santo too had its own Communications Centre 

where Gustavus worked with other communications 

specialists. It was located east out of town, along the 

coast road approximately 500 metres before the turn 

off to Santo International Airport.

So what did Gustavus actually do during his time in 

the Signal Corps? According to the US Army in their 

somewhat truncated language,   (continued...)

Radar was becoming vitally important as the war marched on.
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“In the South Pacific Theatre of Operations including 

the Philippines and Japan, supervised the operation 

of a message centre and radio station. Was in charge 

of registered documents which included codes, and 

ciphers and cryptographic equipment. Message centre 

handled messages between island commands and 

island commands and the United States. Had as many 

as 40 enlisted men and three officers under his direct 

supervision. Trained men in radio operation procedure 

and cryptographic work.”

And later, even more frustrated with Army hierachy, he 
wrote this -

“Anyone who mentions morale or company spirit, will 

have said their last words on this earth!” 

Gustavus eventually made it home and went to work 

for the communications giant ATT while at the same 

time owning and operating a movie theater and his 

own radio and television repair service. Later he worked 

for the Massachusetts Electric Company, before sadly 

passing away at the young age of only 48.

Dr John Anderson's father Gustavus. Photo - John Anderson.

He was also the officer in charge of the “Shearing boys” 

who censored letters heading home to the USA. 

Of course Gustavus' most fond memory of his life on 

Santo was marrying his sweetheart, John's mother 

Angelina, at the Church of St. Michel on the island. 

They were married on April 25, 1945 and enjoyed a 

somewhat unusual start to their lives together on 

separate parts of the island. But at least they were 

together.

At the end of the war, communication remained a 

critical function until the last person left. That made 

the Signal Corps amongst the last to leave or go home. 

This frustrated Gustavus and others in the Corps, which 

was evident in some of things he wrote back home.

“Tomorrow I’ll be finishing my 35th month overseas. 

Why the hell don’t they send WACs over to take our 

place? Gen. Eaker of the Air Force said he’d take one 

woman for two men soldiers any day. So send the 

WACs over and let us to hell out of here!!”

Gustavus' unit, the 3119th Signal Service Battalion.  

Photo - John Anderson.
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heroes
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Ajah Lolo is heading to the Commonwealth Games in 

Birmingham in Great Britain this year with her family 

and country very much on her mind.

It’s the first time she has represented Vanuatu at 

the Games, the major sporting gathering for all the 

countries of the British Commonwealth. 

Ajah’s coaching is very close to home – literally, as her 

mother Simone has long carried out that role. 

She is of New Zealand-Samoan descent, and the family 

moved to Vanuatu when she was 6 years old. 

Ajah says she was inspired at an early age to follow her 

mother into weightlifting and is very proud to represent 

Vanuatu at the Games.

Inspiring Everyday Heroes is our Museum brand 
and means how the stories of yesteryear and our 
project can inspire today’s new generation.

She told the Vanuatu Daily Post newspaper that one 

day she wants to be a coach too.

”I love how it makes me feel strong, confident, and 

empowered. It teaches me mental and physical lessons 

every day and brings me one step closer to being my 

best. I can’t wait to give back to the sport and coach 

young kids and teens in the sport of weightlifting. I 

want them to feel the strength and confidence that I 

get from the sport.”

Ajah Lolo (second from right) with team-mates. Photo - Vanuatu Daily Post. 
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Ajah Lolo during online qualification. Photo - Vanuatu Daily Post.
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