
 
 I support the aims and objectives of the Society. 
 

  
 

 
THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 
In South Australia, we have a number of ongoing projects, 
some of which are State based and some for which we 
participate in national or international projects. 
 

 
QUEEN’S COMMONWEALTH CANOPY (QCC)   
Sir David Attenborough is the Patron of this ambitious 
project that aims to create a global network of protected 
Commonwealth forests. South Australia’s first entry in this 
major project is Cleland Conservation Park. Cleland was 
established on 1 January 1945, making it one of the 
earliest Parks in Australia. In 2021 we are working with the 
Dept of Environment & Water to help create a brand new 
Commonwealth Grove in Glenthorne National Park.  
https://queenscommonwealthcanopy.org/ 
 

 
 

COMMONWEALTH WEEK & MULTI-FAITH SERVICE 
Commonwealth Day is celebrated around the world on the 
second Monday in March. Our Branch works with seven 
other loyal societies to form the Joint Commonwealth 
Steering Committee (JCSC) to celebrate this event and 
help raise the profile of the Commonwealth. 
 

In conjunction with St Peter’s Cathedral, we have hosted an 
annual multi-faith service since 2017. Since 2019 this has 
been held as part of Commonwealth Week and is hosted 
jointly by the eight members of the JCSC. 
 

BRONZE WING STRING QUARTET 
As part of the larger RCS Ensemble, Bronze Wing is gaining a 
name for extremely high quality concerts. Their concerts are 
providing the pathway for talented South Australian musicians 
to hone their skills in the very difficult world of ‘serious’, 
canonical classical music. The members of BSQ are 
wonderful ambassadors for the RCS, as current membership 
includes a Canadian and a Singaporean.  

 

 
 

 
Since 1883, the RCS has delivered The Queen's 
Commonwealth Essay Competition, the world's oldest 
international schools' writing competition. Today, we work to 
expand its reach, providing life-changing opportunities for 
young people around the world. We in Adelaide have 
supported this Commonwealth-wide Competition for many 
years and in 2017, the first ever Australian to win the major 
prize was a South Australian. Part of the prize is a visit to 
London to meet famous British authors. 
https://www.thercs.org/the-qcec 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA & THE PACIFIC NATIONS 
The South Australian Branch has determined that our 
support, outside state borders will be to assist our Pacific 
Commonwealth friends. In recognition of the 
sesquicentenary of the RCS, we issued (in conjunction with 
the Royal Society (SA), Flinders University and UniSA), a 
grant to Fijian Naturalist Alivereti Naikatani. Through 
Motivation Australia, we have sent funds to Port Moresby to 
facilitate the transport of wheelchairs to the highland villages 
where they are needed.  
We are constantly looking for more ways to help our 
Commonwealth neighbours.  
 

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 
Since 2015, the various Australian Branches of the RCS, 
have met regularly, to discuss issues of common interest. In 
2017, we were very proud to host the National Meeting in 
Adelaide. RCS London reintroduced Biennial International 
Meetings (IM) in 2016 and again in 2018. Members of the 
South Australian Branch supported both these IMs and the 
Asian Regional meeting in Hong Kong in 2019.The next IM 
will be held in Melbourne in October 2022 (Covid permitting).  
 

 
 

Duchess of Cornwall meets RCS members during IM, London 2018. 

 

Signature:  ………………………………………………………… 
.  

Your membership includes an invitation to our 
Christmas event each year and receipt of our 

quarterly Newsletter.  
We also hold seasonal lunches or dinners and 

monthly ‘Rediscovering Adelaide’ events. 
Information between Newsletters is distributed 

by email.  
Youth $20 
Adult $40 

Couple $65 
Please pay by cheque or direct debit. 

Our BSB details are 
BSB 105148    A/c 554020140 

 

https://queenscommonwealthcanopy.org/
https://www.thercs.org/the-qcec


 
 

The Royal Commonwealth Society was founded in 
1868 and received its Royal Charter in 1882. The 
Society became increasingly progressive in the 
early decades of the twentieth century, admitting 
women as members from 1922, and encouraging a 
young and diverse membership. It was given its 
present name, The Royal Commonwealth Society, 
in 1958.  

It  is  a  network  of  Branches and individuals 
committed  to  improving  the  lives  and prospects  
of  Commonwealth  citizens  across the world. 

It is non-partisan, is independent of governments  
and is supported solely by public generosity.  The 
Society engages with its educational,  civil  society,  
business  and  governmental  networks  to   
address  issues  that matter to the citizens of the 
Commonwealth. 
 

 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
 

The following countries are members of the Commonwealth in 
order of seniority of membership. 
 

United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Ghana, Malaysia, Nigeria, Cyprus, 
Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Uganda, 
Kenya, Malawi, Malta, Zambia, The Gambia, Singapore, 
Guyana, Botswana, Lesotho, Barbados, Nauru, Mauritius, 
Swaziland, Tonga, Samoa, Fiji Islands, Bangladesh, The 
Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, 
Tuvalu, Dominica, St Lucia, Kiribati, St Vincent & The 
Grenadines, Vanuatu, Belize, Antigua & Barbuda, Maldives, St 
Christopher (St Kitts) & Nevis, Brunei Darussalam, Namibia, 
Cameroon, Mozambique, Rwanda, Maldives. 

These diverse nations representing one quarter of the world’s 
population over every continent, include Republics, National 
Monarchies and a number of nations that recognize Queen 
Elizabeth II as their Head of State. 
 
COMMONWEALTH-WIDE CAMPAIGNS 
In partnership with other organisations, the RCS London 
campaigns on behalf of Commonwealth citizens to promote 
human rights and sustainable development. The Society has 
recently campaigned to end early and forced marriage, to 
secure equal rights for marginalised groups and to highlight 
environmental issues in Commonwealth countries. 
 
The four major areas of interest and activity are: Literacy, 
Equity and Inclusion, Environment, and Connected 
Communities. 

______________ 

Patron: Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
South Australian Patron: 

His Excellency The Honourable Hiew Van Le AC 
 

President: Mrs Libby Ellis OAM 
Secretary: Mrs Julie Gameau OAM 

Postal address: PO Box 7013, Hutt St SA 5000 
Email address: thercssa@gmail.com 

Charity ABN: 41786341184  
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