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ABOUT 

Canadian artist Valeria Mravyan has become finely attuned to the ever-

changing regional light, nature, and the seasons. 

Mravyan says “It’s very important for me to express the feeling of an autumn 

afternoon or a peaceful, cold winter day.” While her gently abstracted paintings 

may depict a tree, a figure, or a house, these familiar motifs are rendered 

otherworldly by mysterious atmospheric effects. Like theatrical backdrops or 

scrims, her pictures convey what she describes as “…the illusion of something 

that is there, but not there.” Capturing the mutability of light and weather over 

the course of a day, her impressions of fresh clear morning light can segue into a 

golden, muted late-afternoon glow over burnished trees, sometimes before our 

eyes. A wistful air imbues certain scenes, especially those that are misty or 

clouded. 

Mravyan’s vision of the urban fabric is similarly romantic and harmonious. Her 

compositions feature softly angular forms and stylized buildings or landscapes 

built up from patches of colour. For example, her cityscapes feature mist-

enshrouded ghostly high rises painted by scraping the pigment into ridged 

towers. Airily combining the middle-ground and far distance, the artist presents 

multiple perspectives of the same vista. Exercising artistic license, the exteriors of 

structures are at times juxtaposed with their interiors. Like a waking dream; they 

meld places seen, with places remembered. 

Ultimately, Valeria Mravyan’s art engenders a state of relaxed reverie. “Life can 

be stressful”, she observes, “…looking at art and celebrating beauty can be very 

therapeutic.” Her assured and reassuringly settled paintings amply demonstrate 

art’s deep and abiding pleasures. 

Artist Valeria Mravyan studied art composition for textile design and spent the 

earlier stages of her artistic career creating contrasting abstract images through 

tapestries and batiks. 

Although she exclusively turned to painting, Valeria continued to experiment 

with many mediums; namely oils, acrylics, watercolours, pastels, and mixed 

media. 



"The idea is to capture an abstract feeling, a feeling influenced by time, an 

image that evokes universal familiarity... or life." 

Since 1987 Valeria has exhibited her work throughout Toronto, New York, Los 

Gatos, Haifa, Tokyo, Moscow, and Frankfurt. 

Currently, Valeria lives and works at the Artist’s House; her studio in the heart of 

historic Kleinburg Village. 

Her art work can be seen in private and public collections. 
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