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Fond memories of the farm prompted Helen 
Houchin Hayes to paint this scene on the Travis’ Tay-
lor County barn, about 11 miles south of Corning.

Helen worked as a graphic artist for the National 
Farmer’s Organization (NFO) in Corning and to 
honor the farm she painted this scene on four 4 x 8 
foot plywood sheets, added the verse, and erected it 
on the front of the barn.

Gilbert and Gladys Travis moved to this farm in 
the mid-1940s, raised cattle, and farmed 160 acres. 
After Gladys died and Helen Hayes’ husband Harold 
died, Gilbert and Helen married. Helen died in 1987.  

By 2014 all traces of the painting seen in this 
photo as well as the paint on the barn were gone.

Ferdinand still lives! This painting of Ferdinand was still 
visible in 2014, although it has faded since the above photo 
was taken. It is not easily seen now because of a huge tree  
in front of the barn.

Rosemaling is a family interest. Tonia Tessum 
Albert, daughter of Lester and Kim Tessum, followed 
Lester’s mother’s rosemaling interest by painting this 
design on the family’s barn in 2007, when she was a 
high school student. 

Lester Tessum’s parents owned this farm in Wa-
terford Township, Section 22, and milked cows and 
raised hogs before Lester and Kim took it over in the 
1950s. Now this barn is used for sheep, a llama, and 
Lester’s shop. Note the bird’s nest between the raised 
letters “U” and “M” in the family name.     
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    How desolate life would be           If there were no birds to sing
       No calves to bawl                            No grass to grow green
           No flowers to bloom                        To chase winter’s gloom

To have none of these to us, there would indeed have been no spring.
                                                                               By Helen A. Travis  1975
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