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Town of Betterton Newsletter 

Winter 2021 

From the Desk of the Mayor 
From the Mayor and Council, 
 
What a long year it has been.  We hope that all are safe and 
healthy as we near the time when a vaccine is being made 
available to stop the spread of the virus.  Please continue to 
follow the guidelines for stopping the spread in the interim. 
 
As the numbers continue to rise, the Town Office will stay closed to the 
Public. You can still contact the Town by phone call and email to ask 
questions or to set up appointments for meetings.   
We will continue with our online meetings and encourage all to login in 
and let us know your questions and concerns.   
 
We will get through this. 
 
As you may know by now, Mss. Elizabeth Greenwell, our Town 
Manager has decided that her previous work as a teacher was calling 
her.  We have conducted interviews with the four applicants and I’m 
happy to report that we have hired Mr. Tom Mogle.   
 
Please extend a warm Betterton welcome to Tom. 
 
The Wheeler Avenue project is complete and a big Thank You to all 
involved in getting the grant, the design and the construction done on 
this project.   
 
The new Arbor playground that was done thanks to a Public Open 
Space grant continues to be used, with the exception of the misters, as 
they have been shut down for the winter. 
 
Our new Wastewater Treatment Plant is operational and the outfall 
numbers for Nitrogen and Phosphorus are constantly below the State’s 
limits!   
 
The Radar Speed signs are still seeing excessive speeds with an 
average of one in five exceeding the 25 MPH Speed Limit.  Please ask 
anyone you have visiting or friends that you know, that may be 
exceeding the speed limit, to slow down.   
 
As always, please contact the Town Hall if you should have any 
questions.        Mayor Sutton 

 

 
Dates to Remember 

Trash Pick-Up Day/Time:  

Sundays at 3 pm 

Recycling Pick-Up: Tuesdays 

Holiday Tree Pick-up          

Jan. 4th & 11th, 2021 

Composting available           

upon request. 
 

The Town of Betterton will be 

closed in on the following holidays: 

Observance of 

Martin Luther King’s Birthday 

January 15th 

Presidents’ Day 

February 15th  

 

Office Hours 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri 

8 am – 3 pm 
Closed Wednesday 

 

Office: (410) 348-5522 

info@townofbetterton.com 

 

Water/Wastewater Emergencies: 

(410) 708-0096 

jmiller@townofbetterton.com 
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Updates from the Town Manager 

 

2020 has been a year like none other. This year has taught me to step back, look around, and 
prioritize the things that are most important. My kids came home from school in March and have 
not returned since and I quickly discovered that teleworking is for the birds. As I reflected, I 
realized how much I miss teaching and how little quality time I spent with my children between 
town duties and evening meetings. I took the position as town manager when my health (from 
Lupus) was at a point where I was no longer able to stand all day to teach. I now am back to my 
old self – at least most days - and looking forward to resuming my first career. 

The change is bittersweet. I’m excited to be back in the classroom but I will miss the town staff, 
mayor and council, and citizens who I served. The great 
news is after an extensive interview process, the town 
hired Mr. Tom Mogle as our new town manager. I am 
confident he will not only continue the projects we have 
already started but propel this town into the future. 

My last duties as town manager included closing out the 
Wheeler Avenue grant and working with the grant team to 
apply for engineering funds for Ericsson Avenue to create 
a beautiful green streetscape similar to Wheeler. We are 
moving forward with Bayside and hope to install stone 
revetment starting in late Spring. There are also engineering plans completed for additional 
stormwater management around town and grant funding left to add an outbuilding at the 
wastewater treatment plant. Trash cans are being painted to encourage people not to litter and I 
look forward to seeing them unveiled this April after the project was stalled for a year due to 
COVID. 

As 2021 begins, I encourage you to reflect on what matters most – family, good health, following 
your dreams, and seeing the purpose in each new day. As you watch the sunset on Betterton 
Beach or listen to the glee of young children swinging on the new playground, I hope you will 
pause and realize just how special this town is – a place of beauty, friendship, and a slower, more 
meaningful life. 

See you around town! 

~Elizabeth 
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From the New Town Manager—   
   
Hello, Betterton! My name is Tom Mogle and I am your new Town Manager.    
   
Each quarter, I will be providing updates on current projects and details about plans for the future. 
I will address concerns and strive to keep residents informed about the issues impacting life in 
Betterton. For this update, however, I thought I would share a little about my personal connection 
with Betterton.  
  
I love the Eastern Shore. I was raised in Millington and graduated from Kent County High School. 
And, yes, I spent my fair share of time soaking up the sun on Betterton Beach with family and 
friends. But my connection to Betterton runs much deeper.   
   
My mother and father met in Betterton in the mid-60s. At that time, my father was the sheriff of 
Cecil County and he enjoyed live music and dancing. Clearly, Betterton’s boardwalk was his 
favorite destination. In fact, I have photographs of my father playing the drums at the Paddock 
alongside popular performer Sewell Johnson—Jazz Organist.   
   
Growing up, when a familiar song played on the radio, my dad would turn up the volume and look 
at my mother with a playful smile. Twirling around the living room, clapping their hands, and 
dancing to an old Hollies tune, they were transported back to a different place and time.   
  
As a child, I found their folksy behavior embarrassing. Now, however, it is easy to understand and 
appreciate their joy. Betterton is where they fell in love.   
   
From the tranquil beauty of the beach to the diverse members that make up the community, 
Betterton is still a special place. Whether you are raising a family, enjoying retirement, or simply 
taking time off, Betterton has a way of making memories that last a lifetime.   
   
I want to thank Mayor Sutton and the rest of the Betterton town council for my selection as the 
Town Manager. I also want to thank Town Clerk, Sheila Dlugoborski for her patient efforts to help 
me to settle in. Lastly, I would like to thank Elizabeth Greenwell for her tirelessly efforts to make 
Betterton a better place to live.  
   
 Tom Mogle   
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Holiday 
Decorating 
Contests 

With the current events of the world today the Mayor and Council 
agreed to sponsor two holiday decorating contests to bring some 
cheer to the community.  Thank you to all who participated.  The 
prizes were donated by Mayor, Council members and private 
citizens.  
 

 
 

BCDC and Betterton Heritage Museum Update 
Many thanks to all who supported Betterton Heritage Museum during the holiday 
sale.  It was fun to see so many friends and neighbors who are excited about 
Betterton history.   We are pleased that we were able to raise substantial funds that 
will allow the painting and other maintenance of the Betterton Fishing Ark in the 
Spring.   
 
While the museum remains closed to the public, if you have questions or need 
something from the gift shop, contact Candi at ccsorge@gmail.com.    
Reminder, you can take a virtual tour of the museum at https://tiny.cc/dspartners .  
 
Betterton Train Show:   
Know all missed the excitement of the Betterton Train 
Show this holiday season and the Train Guys missed the 
fun as well.  They spent many hours filming the train 
layouts to make a digital version of the Betterton Train 
Show.  Larry, Bob, Dick and John Mauer have come up 

Tom H. Mogle on the drums with Sewell Johnson. 



 

5 

with an exciting way to share the trains with friends and neighbors.  The final 
product should be ready sometime in the Spring.  Stay tuned for the arrival time! 
            

 

911 House Numbers – Guidelines for 
posting house numbers 
Kent County’s house numbering system is intended to provide 
automatic location for enhanced 911 services, and to provide a 
better system for the delivery of emergency services, the delivery 
of mail and goods, and other private and public purposes. In order 
for this to work, house numbers must be clearly posted, even if 
you receive your mail at a Post Office Box. 

• Display numbers in a location visible from the road upon which the address number is 
assigned. 

• Place numbers on both sides of the mailbox unless on cluster mailboxes where the 
number is placed on the front. 

• When the mailbox is on the opposite side of the road from the home, when the property 
does not have a mailbox, or when the home or building that goes with the mailbox is not 
clearly identified, then the number should be displayed on the house if readily visible or on 
a sign or post at the entrance to the driveway. 

• Place numbers on the house only when readily visible from the road (within 50 feet) and 
the view is not blocked by trees or shrubs. 

• Private signs or posts that display house numbers at the entrance to driveways should be 
at a height of at least 3 to 4 feet. 

• Numbers should be at least 3 inches high. 
• Numbers should be plain block numerals on a background of contrasting color, preferably 

black on white. 
• Do not place numbers on utility poles, County or State sign posts or within the road right of 

way. 
• When a property is on a private lane within more than one residence, display numbers at 

the end of the lane and at the driveway to the home. 

Failure to clearly display your house number may result in delayed emergency services and are 
subject to a fine of $10,000 each and every day the violation continues. 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance in displaying the house numbers, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Kent County Department of Planning and Zoning at 410-778-7423 
or amoredock@kentgov.org 
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Emergency Notification System  
Kent County, Maryland prepares for Emergencies with State-of-the-Art Notification 
System.   When a crisis occurs anywhere in Kent County, Emergency Management 
officials must be able to reach residents with warnings, information, and updates.  In 
order to ensure that residents can be contacted quickly and effectively, the County 
has begun using CodeRED Emergency Notification System, which gives emergency 
management the ability to call thousands of residents within minutes.  The new 

emergency notification system was purchased by grant provided by the Local Emergency 
Planning Committee.  

The CodeRED Emergency Notification System will allow Public Safety and Emergency 
Management to record and send a message to telephone numbers throughout Kent County 
within a matter of minutes.  Whether residents need to be informed of a water main break, fast-
moving fire, approaching storm, or other crisis, this notification system is an efficient way to reach 
them with the news. Residents with Verizon land lines are included in our data base.  Registration 
for cell phone, email, text, and other phone services is available. 

Residents may access registration to the new system by clicking the CodeRED icon below: 

 

         Code Red Mobile App Download 

  
For more information about the CodeRED Emergency Notification System , please read 
the CodeRED Frequently Asked Questions. 

Please call 410-810-2276 or email emergencynotification@kentgov.org if you are having trouble 
with your registration. 

Winter Storm Safety Tips If you are caught in a winter storm, do the following: 

• If you are outside, find a shelter and stay dry. Cover all exposed parts of the body. 
• If there is no shelter, prepare a lean-to, windbreak or snow cave for protection from the wind. 

Build a fire for heat and to attract attention. Place rocks around the fire to absorb and reflect 
heat. 

• Do not eat snow. It will lower your body temperature. Melt it first. 
• If you are in a car or truck, stay there. Run the motor about ten minutes each hour for heat. 

Open the window a little for fresh air to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning and make sure the 
exhaust pipe is not blocked. Make yourself visible to rescuers by turning on the dome light at 
night when running the engine. Tie a colored cloth (preferably red) to your antenna or door. 



 

7 

Raise the hood indicating trouble after snow stops falling. Exercise from time to time by 
vigorously moving arms, legs, fingers, and toes to keep blood circulating and to keep warm. 

• If you are at home or in a building, stay inside. When using alternative heat from a fireplace, 
wood, stove, space heater, etc., use fire safeguards and properly ventilate. If there is no heat, 
close off unneeded rooms, stuff towels or rags in cracks under doors, and cover windows at 
night. Eat and drink food and wear layers of loose-fitting, lightweight, warm clothing. 

Do you have something newsworthy?  Email articles or photos to egreenwell@townofbetterton.com or 
info@townofbetterton.com by December 10th.                                              


