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A. INTRODUCTION 

The revised Rules and Regulations of the Salemtowne Civic Association requires an improved 

annual report, with input from the various committees and clubs. This is intended to improve 

accountability and to provide Association members a fuller understanding of the business 

conducted by the Association. This annual report is also an opportunity for the clubs and 

activities to inform the community about their efforts and activities. Equally, those considering 

relocating to Salemtowne will find this report enlightening as it clearly shows that Salemtowne is 

“An Active Adult Community.” 

Salemtowne is an adult community of 463 homes; there are two condominiums and the rest are 

individual houses. While the streets are public right-of-way maintained by the City of Salem, the 

common property and buildings are managed by the Association. 

The Association is managed by a five-member Board of Directors, which elects from its 

members a Chair, a Vice-Chair, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Director of Operations. Board 

members are elected by the Association members to serve a three-year term, with one or two 

elected each year at the Annual Meeting in June. 

The Board of Directors is assisted by twenty Standing Committees and various Ad Hoc 

Committees as required from time to time. The duties and authority of committees are as 

delegated by the Board of Directors. 

Currently there are eight organized clubs within Salemtowne and a large number of regular 

activities with structure as the distinction between clubs and activities. Clubs are organized with 

an elected leadership and may maintain club funds to support their events. Activities do not 

require the organization of a club and only collect funds as needed for a given event; each 

activity has a point-of-contact who schedules and hosts the activity. 

As this is the first year for the improved annual report, the process has been extended and a small 

number did not submit reports.  Current events also delayed publication.  If you find value in this 

document, please let the Board and Committees know to do this again. 

B. ASSOCIATION OPERATIONS 

1. Office Administration & Bookkeeping 

Working closely with the Board of Directors, daily business operation of the Association is 

conducted by two employees: a full-time Office Manager, and a part-time Bookkeeper.  

Among the accomplishments this year are: 

➢ Supported 23 board meetings, which involves preparations before and typing minutes after. 

➢ Supported the work of all committees. 

➢ Organized the election process for two amendments to the Association Bylaws. The first 

revised the Membership Fee. The second updated the section related to Owner Property 

Rights, which includes clarifying the delegation of common property use for landlord and 
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tenants, clarifying language related to property maintenance and architectural review, and 

linking any fee for use of common property to actual cost. 

➢ Converted the Association’s office software to comply with requirements for our small 

business operation. This resolved difficulties with email access for board members and 

committee leaders. The process of migrating to a contemporary office environment with 

shared access to documents is ongoing, which will simplify Association administration. 

➢ Opened a safe deposit box at Columbia Bank to retain important documents off-site.  This 

improves security and safety. 

➢ The process for contracting with a new IT Consultant was begun. When completed in 2020, 

the support of the Association’s office computers will be simplified, and important security 

issues will be routinely verified and improved as needed. 

➢ Processed 48 home sales. This involved providing supporting documents, updating 

Association records, providing new-resident orientation sessions, and setting up new 

accounts in QuickBooks. 

Home Sales 2015 thru 2019 

Year 
Home 

Sales 

% of 

Salemtowne 

2015 54 11.7% 

2016 42 9.1% 

2017 40 8.7% 

2018 33 7.1% 

2019 48 10.2% 

Total 217 47.0% 

➢ Processed 609 payments from Salemtowne accounts and organized 86 separate deposits, 

with each representing multiple transactions within each deposit.   

➢ Prepared monthly financial reports, annual tax document, and supported the annual audit and 

accountant’s review. 

Considered as a whole, the above workload certainly show why Salemtowne has paid staff 

instead of relying on volunteers to accomplish the administrative and bookkeeping work. 

2. Governing Documents and Policy 

The Salemtowne governing documents — the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and 

Restrictions (CCR’s), the Bylaws, and the Rules and Regulations — were originally drafted in 

1967. A number of changes in state law and best practices for homeowners’ associations have 

changed in that span of 50+ years.  As a step in modernizing those documents, four changes 

occurred in 2019. 
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Service Dog Accommodation 

Working with the Association’s attorney, the Board of Directors carefully crafted language to 

address service animals as a change to the Rules and Regulations. The change provides that, 

upon request, the Board may wave a specific rule that would otherwise prohibit use of a service 

animal in an area of the Common Property. 

Revision of the Rules and Regulations 

A committee worked for several months to completely update the Rules and Regulations 

document. A few additional items were included, such as the City of Salem vision clearance 

requirements. Mostly, the rules and regulations are unchanged while the wording has been 

revised to improve clarity and formatting changed to make the information easier to understand. 

Bylaws Amendment – Membership/Buy-In Fee 

The Association Membership Fee (sometimes called the Buy-In Fee) is an assessment on the 

purchase of a home in Salemtowne that is dedicated to the Asset Replacement Fund (ARF). The 

ARF is a reserve account that funds repair and replacement of major assets such as roofing, 

painting, and equipment for maintaining the grounds.  

The bylaws amendment revised the amount of the Membership Fee to be comparable with other 

homeowner associations similar to Salemtowne; the revision also authorizes the Board of 

Directors to annually adjust that fee as costs increase. 

Bylaws Amendment – Property Rights and Restrictions 

In response to an issue identified by the Association’s attorney, additional sections were added to 

Article IV of the Bylaws, which addresses Property Rights and Restrictions. The update clarifies 

the Association’s authority for rules related to property use, property maintenance, as well as 

landscape and architectural control.   

3. Communications 

There were three changes to community communications during 2019. 

First, the Salemtowne website was moved to a new provider.  This added a number of 

contemporary features.  The previous website was developed by the provider roughly 20 years 

ago.  The new website no longer requires special skills to upload document, such as board 

meeting minutes.  The new website allows the Reservations Committee to manage the 

Reservations Calendar and Community Calendar.  The great part is that the new website provider 

is charging half what we paid for the previous site. 

Second, Chris Robertson stepped down as Newsletter Editor.  Steve Allen volunteered to apply 

his publications experience to benefit Salemtowne.   

Third, a new feature was added to the Newsletter.  Kenn and Esta Carter have been highlighting 

individuals serving the community in the “Caught In The Act” series.  They continue to write 

this feature each month.  Please notice it and take part in the community following the example 

of those spot-lighted in the feature. 
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4. Financial Report 

2019 Budget Status 

➢ Income ⎯ 103% of projected income has been received 

➢ Expenses ⎯ 100% of Fiscal Year has passed and 94% of Budget has been spent 

The number of home sales in 2019 had a positive impact on the Operations Budget. As funds 

from the Membership Fee are dedicated to the Asset Replacement Fund (ARF), sufficient funds 

were available for the ARF that the $25,000 transfer from the Operations Budget was not 

required to meet the required ARF funding. As the planned transfer to the ARF was not required, 

the cash balance in the Operations Budget was greater than anticipated. 

Cash Assets as of December 31, 2019 

Operations Fund $ 285,103 

Asset Replacement Fund $ 638,721 

Friends of Salemtowne $   14,938 

Total $ 938,762 

2019 Asset Replacement Fund Projects 

Toro Reel-Master  $ 62,900 

Fitness Center update $   3,553 

Replace Cushman Truckster $ 18,100 

Parking Lot Lighting upgrade $   2,998 

Tee box #1 screen replaced $   4,231 

Tee box #5 rebuild $   9,840 

Core Harvester replaced $   7,800 

Fire Alarm system update $ 11,945 

Total $ 121,367 

2020 Annual Assessment 

CPI – Western Regional 2.70% 

Assessment – Operations $ 799.00 

Assessment – ARF  $   90.00 

Total per household $ 889.00 

Total x 463 households $ 411,607 
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2020 Budget - Asset Replacement Fund Income 

Assessment – ARF 463 @ $90 $ 41,600 

Home Sales, Membership Fee – 30 @ $2500  $ 75,000 

Facility Rental Fees – estimate $   3,000 

TOTAL $ 119,600 

➢ The 2020 Budget includes a “new” full-time staff position as a “Maintenance” person.  

That hiring should take place in April, which will result in a 0.75 FTE budget impact. 

Budget Trends 

 I am often asked about the budget and how it has changed over time. The Finance Committee 

and I have looked at the time period from 2015 through 2019 and found the following trends: 

✓ Assessments to homeowners have increased 10% over the last five years. 

✓ Administrative expenses have increased by 16% 

✓ Building and Grounds expense has gone down 21%; this was primarily to the retirement 

of Tim Halfman and the closure of the Tram. 

✓ Utility and Maintenance costs have increased 24% 

✓ Health Insurance costs have increased 30% 

So, the conclusion I take from this budget study is that the assessment we each pay and the 

increase provided by the Consumer Price Index are not keeping pace with the actual expense of 

running this Association. 

Billy Wasson, Treasurer 

5. Buildings and Grounds 

The Common Property of the Association is maintained by Salemtowne employees and 

Salemtowne volunteers. A number of noteworthy changes occurred in 2019. 

Towne Hall and Farmhouse Artwork 

The History Committee installed new artwork in the Towne Hall and the Farmhouse 

Livingroom. Those improvements were funded by contributions from several individuals in the 

community. 

Recreational Facilities 

Volunteers gathered donations sufficient to install a second pool table in the Game Room.  There 

is a group that gather regularly to play, so it is getting ample use. 

Chris Owens volunteered his experience to reorganize and update the Fitness Center.  Less used 

equipment was removed.  Updated equipment was installed using funds from selling old items 

and from donations.  The improvements provide a very useful and convenient fitness center that 

is available for all Salemtowne residents.  (See Fitness Committee report on page 12.) 
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CERT Container  

The CERT container, used to store supplies for the Community Emergency Response Team, was 

moved from the storage lot to a place at the edge of the parking lot near the swimming pool.  

This move will make the stored supplies readily available during an emergency. 

Garden & Greenhouse Committee 

The Board of Directors authorized the reformation of a Garden and Greenhouse Committee and 

tasked the volunteers with developing a plan to improve the many common property garden 

areas and to manage the greenhouse. The committee works closely with the Grounds 

Superintendent to prioritize routine maintenance and updates to garden areas. A number of 

volunteers have been working on weeding and trimming to improve the appearance of the 

Salemtowne common grounds. 

Tram from 9th Green 

The Board of Directors was compelled to shut down the historic tram from the 9th due to high 

maintenance cost.  Operating the tram requires an elevator permit.  Due to equipment failures, 

the cost to restore the system to operation and renew the permit was estimated above $16,000.  

The Golf Committee was asked to evaluate the use of the tram.  It is clear that the frequent use of 

golf carts has reduced the use of the tram.  The Board concluded that the cost to restore the tram 

was not justified.  There are plans to remove the equipment and reuse the location. 

Fire Alarm System  

The fire alarm system that protects the Towne Hall and Farmhouse complex was rebuilt, with 

new sensors and a new central controller.  This level of renewal is required periodically to 

maintain the system reliability.  (Your home smoke alarms also need to be replaced every ten 

(10) years.)  

The Fire Marshall completed an inspection of Salemtowne facilities.  Several minor corrections 

were identified, and repairs completed.  Completing this process ensures the safety of our 

facilities and helps secure favorable insurance rates. 

Operational Changes 

Routine cleaning of common facilities, including restrooms and meeting rooms, is provided by a 

contract janitorial service. In 2019 the service was changed, and improvements made. 

Portions of the routine mowing of the golf course and greenways is now being done by 

temporary/seasonal employees. This approach reduces cost for the Association while improving 

the appearance of the common property and allowing the full-time grounds crew to focus on 

other tasks. 

Facility Improvements 

A number of upgrades were made to Salemtowne facilities during 2019.  ARF funds were used 

for many of these projects. 

✓ Light fixtures in the parking lot and the storage area were upgraded to LED with the help of 

an energy-saver rebate.  This upgrade will save energy and thus save money. 
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✓ The handrail around the Patio / BBQ area was replaced with new cedar.  The old handrail 

was suffering decay and dry rot. 

✓ The safety screen between the 1st tee box and the Golf Shop was rebuilt.  Again, the old 

structure had deteriorated with age.  (See picture at the end of the Golf Committee report.) 

✓ A new planting area was set up next to the 1st tee box safety screen and the planter box on the 

north side of the Golf Shop got a new brick exterior.  These are being developed by the 

Garden Committee. 

✓ The retaining wall on the south side of the 5th tee box was rebuilt.  The old and rotting 

railroad ties were removed and two new stone retaining walls built.  A pair of 2.5-foot walls 

were installed instead of one 5-foot wall; a 5-foot wall would have required a permit and 

structural engineering, but the two walls did not.  A garden space was created between the 

walls and the lower wall can be a seat for resting. 

C. STANDING COMMITTEES 

1. Audio/Visual Services Committee 

The Audio/Visual (A/V) Services Committee is responsible for maintaining and operating the 

sound systems used in the Towne Hall, the Patio barbecue area, the golf shop, and for the video 

projection equipment.  

The A/V Services Committee has four members:  John P. Wales (Chair), Roger Colburn, Alan 

Avery, and Chris Roberson. 

 The following summarizes how the committee’s activities with the sound systems and video 

projectors this year: 

✓ 6 Times − Sound checks and trial runs for upcoming events. 

✓ 18 Times − Events in Towne Hall, such as birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, receptions, 

celebrations of life and memorials, Association meetings, history events, and major golf 

gatherings 

✓ 18 Times − Assisting clubs. 

✓ 1 Time − Using the patio sound system. 

✓ 10 Times – Using     the golf shop sound system. 

✓ 2 Times − Set up for computer classes in the Breezeway Room. 

✓ 4 Times – Set up for the Finance Committee in the Breezeway Room. 

✓ 2 Times − Sound checks and testing of the inductive loop and FM radio transmitter in the 

Towne Hall. (These are devices installed to help those with hearing difficulty.) 

✓ 22 Times − The Towne Hall sound system was used without A/V committee assistance.  

(This can be done with the timer on the back wall and the single microphone that is kept 

on the stage.) 

At this time, no additional equipment is needed and there are no unresolved maintenance issues. 
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2. Community Safety Committee 

The Community Safety Committee is three teams with responsibility for the Automatic 

Emergency Defibrillation devices, the Neighborhood Watch Team, and the Community 

Emergency Response Team.  

AED / CPR 

The AED/CPR Team is responsible to ensure maintenance of the Automatic Emergency 

Defibrillation devices, and for providing AED & CPR training for the community. 

Special thanks go to Dr. Bert Mackaman for leading the community training for CPR and the use 

of the Automated External Defibrillator (AED) machines. 

A grant from Salem Health and the Salem Fire Foundation provided a second 

AED machine that has been installed at the Golf Shop.  The existing unit is 

installed near the north door of the Towne Hall. 

Training for community members on the use of the AED machines and hands-

on CPR was led by firefighters of the Salem Fire Department on Wednesday, 

October 16th.   

Neighborhood Watch 

The Neighborhood Watch works in cooperation with residents, Salem Police Department, and 

the Polk County Sheriff’s Department to maintain the safety of residents by operating a 

Neighborhood Watch program.   

Thanks go to Joe Stallings – Chair and to Bob Siress – Vice Chair for leading the Neighborhood 

Watch program.   

The following block captains help make this program a success. 

Block  Captain  Block  Captain  

1 Eva Spicer  13 Pat & Betty Kuensting  

2 Sharon May  14 John Wales  

3 Chris & Sue Owens  15 Sarah Duval  

4 Karen Barna  16 Pete Gottschalk  

5 Jayare Price  17 Allen Jakobitz  

6 Bob Herzog  18 Linda Lomas  

7 Jim Wiens  19 Annette Browning  

8 Morry & Joni McClintock 19 Karen Tibbetts  

9 Herm & Karen Mitzel  20 Jay & Audrey Gordon  

10 John Eicher  21 Dori Nelson  

11 Bob Siress  22 Fran Lattin  

12 Leo Zook    
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CERT 

The Community Emergency Response Team works with the Red Cross and local Emergency 

Management agencies to establish resources and plans in anticipation of natural or man-made 

disasters. 

C.E.R.T. (Community Emergency Response Team) is a local arm of the Fire Department, Polk 

County Emergency Management, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  

CERT is to benefit each and everyone in the event of a disaster.   

We are trained to be first responders in emergency situations.  There are quite a few of us living 

in Salemtowne and we meet the last Saturday of each month at 10 AM to plan training exercises, 

to discuss equipment needs, etc.   

We held three fund raisers in the past year or so and were able to finance moving the “cache” 

(cargo container) from the RV parking lot to a better location at the edge of the main Towne Hall 

parking lot and to build a fence around it.  The equipment stored in this cache serves all of Zone 

7 in the north end of West Salem (a map of the zone is posted in the CERT display window on 

the Towne Hall outside wall).   

We welcome questions and always encourage anyone interested in taking the FREE 21-hour 

training class.  New training classes scheduled in the Salem area are also posted in the CERT 

display window at the Towne Hall.  For more information, contact Joe Stallings. 

3. Community Sale Committee 

The Community Sale Committee is responsible for organizing and promoting the annual 

community sale, which is held on the Saturday after the Labor Day holiday. 

This breakdown of the September 9, 2019 community sale was reported by past committee chair.  

61 Registrations  Raised: $620.00  

Clubs 10%   

− Garden Club  $140.00 

− Library  $ 30.00 

− Bake Sale  $ 64.90 

− Quilters  $ 46.40 

Advertising  Spent: ($15.00) 

Total Revenue $ 886.20  

Items of Interest 

• New chair is Kari Mollgaard. 

• 2020 sale has been placed on the calendar for September 12, 2020  

• After the 2020 sale, we will start discussion on how to spend the moneys from the last few 

sales. We (the past committee chair and I) felt it would be nice to have a good balance and 

then decide how to best utilize the funds to benefit the community.  
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• We decided to try to have the 2020 sale from 8:00am to 2:00pm, closing it one hour 

earlier this year.  

4. Decorating Committee 

The Decorating Committee is responsible for planning and installing decorations in and around 

community facilities on holidays and other special occasions.  

5. Finance Committee  

The Finance Committee is responsible for advising the Board of Directors on budget, asset 

replacement expenditures and funding, and other financial matters.   

2019 Finance Committee accomplishments: 

1. Researched and made a proposal to the board on increasing the membership buy-in to 

$2500 per new home purchased beginning in 2020. 

2. Organized community meetings and went door to door to get out the information to pass 

this ballot measure. 

3. Reviewed and discussed 2020 budget several times and finally approved it to be sent to 

the board. 

4. Worked with Treasurer to review development of Financial Policy and Procedure manual. 

5. Worked with Treasurer to calculate rental fees for our buildings based on the requirements 

established in the recently passed amendment. 

6. Finalized procedure to use West Coast Regional CPI for the future assessment 

adjustments as the specified data source is no longer available. 

7. Had Finance Committee teams review in detail all of the Asset Replacement Fund items 

for the years 2020 through 2024. 

6. Fitness Center Committee 

The Fitness Center Committee is responsible for monitoring and maintaining the Fitness Center 

and the fitness equipment.  

Changes in The Fitness Room 

The Salem YMCA has donated a used rowing machine, an elliptical machine, 2 exercise benches 

and balance beams. To make room for this equipment, under-utilized and unsafe equipment has 

been removed. This process has been a trial and error event. The input from users has been 

helpful and some pieces put back. I want to thank all for their suggestions. 

We will be installing the balance beams in the future. Placing the beams in front of the non-

safety glass windows will provide protection for fitness users. However, changing the color of 

the window trim would need to come first.  I am waiting for approval to change the dark green 

paint color. Many users have suggested a color change. 
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Equipment usage 

➢ High Usage (most to least): Free weights and benches, Universal gym, Treadmill Proform, 

Wesleyan Cardio Fit. 

➢ Medium Usage: Upright Bike, Schwinn Bike, Schwinn Bio Dyne #32, Rower. 

➢ Some Usage: Recumbent Bike, Schwinn Bio Dyne #27, Elliptical, Recumbent bike# 26 

➢ Seldom Used: Stair Climber (specialized equipment that will stay for a few users), Treadmill 

Nordic track (will stay until replaced, 2-3 primary users) 

Average Usage 

Months Sunday Weekdays Saturday Different Users 

June thru August 1-2 6-10 3-7 30-35 

September thru October 1-3 4-8 1-5 21-29 

November thru December 1-3 5-9 3-7 19-27 

7. Friends of Salemtowne 

The Friends of Salemtowne Committee is responsible for the management of monetary donations 

to Salemtowne.  

 

Category 
12/31/18 
Balance  

Donation Distribution 
12/31/19 
Balance 

AED 1161 0 107 1054 

A/V Equipment 215 0 73 142 

CERT 3268 3032 3473 2827 

Cheers 20 0 *20 0 

Community Sale 1207 886 0 2093 

Crafts 25 0 0 25 

Duplicate Bridge 0 140 0 140 

50th Birthday 652 0 652 0 

Flags 9 25 0 34 

Game Room  44 0 0 44 

Garden Bench 0 1585 693 892 

Garden Club 0 1620 0 1620 

Golf 838 115 264 689 

Golf (SWGA) 40 0 *40 0 

Golf Course Sand 917 300 0 1217 

History 253 25 88 190 

Landscape-Comm 
Ground 

349 580 678 251 

Library 20 0 0 20 

Piano Tuning 50 0 50 0 

Pickle Ball 98 0 0 98 
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Category 
12/31/18 
Balance  

Donation Distribution 
12/31/19 
Balance 

Pool Table 0 1100 1100 0 

Practice Tee 380 0 0 380 

Fund Raiser-Quilt 645 0 187 458 

Salemtowne Players 140 0 0 140 

Towne Hall Art 200 660 860 0 

Vehicle Storage Lot 727 100 0 827 

Woodshop 1761 0 0 1761 

Undesignated 55 430 340 145 

TOTAL $ 13,074 $ 10,598 $ 8,625 $ 15,528 

Bank Interest $.65     * = Transferred to other line items 

8. Garden & Greenhouse Committee 

The Garden and Greenhouse Committee is responsible for the planning of garden areas within 

the common property, excluding trees, and for managing the use of space in the greenhouse for 

the storage and propagation of plants.   

This committee had its initial meeting in September of 2018 with 4 attendees. We now have 8 

members and 11 associates that participate when they can.  

Cheryl Mahon and Penny Laughery were co-chairs for our group this past year. Cheryl will 

continue as chair for 2020. 

The committee was tasked by the board to develop a master plan for the common ground garden 

areas. We have developed a maintenance plan and ongoing project list for 16 common area 

gardens. In 2020 we will be planning for the new planter areas created by the upgraded retaining 

walls around the 5th Tee Box. 

 We planted annuals last spring in several beds to get some quick color.  

 The entrance is still a work in progress but has improved greatly in appearance. The 

native garden beds can be seen outside the farmhouse kitchen and game room.   

 We will continue to focus on those areas as well as several other areas this coming year.  

 We plan to use flowers and plants that will have year-round interest and color. 

 We launched the Garden to Table Library which can be found in the hallway of the 

farmhouse.  

 We also helped implement the Memorial Bench program this past year.  

The Greenhouse has all 56 spaces being used with two people sharing some spaces.  

There were improvements to the Greenhouse.  The round river rock was moved from the path to 

under the shelves. Jason laid some new gravel in the path, so it is easier to walk in there. 
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9. Golf Committee 

The Golf Committee is responsible for the daily operation of the golf course and golf shop; and 

advises the Board of Directors on all golf related matters including the operation and 

maintenance of the golf course, golf play and golf memberships.  

2020 Committee Members 

• Esta Carter, Chair • Gerry Morgan, Greens Fee Supervisor 

• Blair Hill, Vice-Chair • Peter Gottschalk, Secretary 

• Sharon May, Captain, SWGA • Jack Carroll, Member-at-Large (non-voting) 

• John Eicher, President, SMGC • Roberta Taylor, Board Liaison 

• Barbara Goll, Tee Timer Supervisor  

Committee Function 

The Golf Committee reports to the SCA Board of Directors on all golf related matters – course 

operation and maintenance, golf play, and membership. It is responsible for publishing the 

annual golf calendar with information on SWGA & SMGC activities, as well as the Salemtowne 

Golf Course Rules and Etiquette publication that governs the golf course and golf play.  

The committee consists of seven positions: The current and past president of the SMGC; the 

current and past captain of the SWGA; the posts of Secretary, Greens Fee Supervisor, and Tee 

Timer Coordinator. The committee works to maintain a balance of gender from the SMGC & 

SWGA membership. The committee also has a non-voting Member-at-Large and a liaison from 

the SCA Board who attend committee meetings. 

Salemtowne Golf 2019 

The Salemtowne Golf Club had a very good year in 2019. We had some fun tournaments, a 

number of improvements were made to the course, and we made a couple of new services 

available. But first, let's look at some statistics (yawn): 

2019 Statistics 

➢ There were 13,992 rounds played on our course in 2019 

➢ 183 Members – 139 Residents, 44 Non-residents 

➢ 738 Guest rounds were played 

➢ 68% of rounds were played between April 1st and September 30th  

➢ We collected $13,324 in Greens Fees 

➢ We collected $36,597 in Membership Fees 

Course Improvements Completed in 2019 

 The screen adjacent to the tee on hole #1 was replaced and a flower bed was planted 

alongside. 

 The planter in front of the Golf Shop was replaced with a new design 

 The practice area tee was re-sodded, with benches and trees added. 

 Tee markers and ball washers were repainted 
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 A significant improvement was made when the old railroad-tie retaining wall at the #5 tee 

was removed and replaced by a two-tier stone wall with planter. New plantings will be 

added in the spring. 

 The funicular lift (tram) that carried golfers from the 9th green to the condo parking lot 

was finally decommissioned. 

Golf Committee News 

✓ The Committee appointed Annie Klesath to revise the Salemtowne Golf Course Rules 

and Etiquette book. It will be made available this Spring. 

✓ Peter Gottschalk was appointed to fill the vacant position of secretary in June 

✓ Evelyn Teegarden stepped down as Greens Fee Supervisor after many years of 

exceptional duty.  The Committee welcomed Gerry Morgan as her replacement. 

✓ The SCA Board approved the Committee's recommendation that golf instructor Tim 

Banick be allowed to provide lessons to Salemtowne golfers. This has proved to be a very 

popular program. 

✓ In August, Tim Tarpley of Salem Golf Cars was brought in and (for a small fee) 

performed “health checks” on members' carts.  

Tournaments  

The golf club held its usual slate of holiday tournaments – Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and 

Labor Day. These two-day tournaments are looked forward to as the social highlights of the golf 

season.  

Course Project Photos: New screen on #1, Practice tee improvements, Stone wall on #5 
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  ֍ A new twist this year at the Labor Day tourney was a Thursday night skills competition, 

involving hitting marshmallows off tees, chipping to various targets and hitting rubbers duckies 

out of a sand trap into a kiddie pool! Fun times! 

Pitching In 

In addition to enjoying a round of golf, Salemtowne golfers can be counted on to pitch in when 

needed to help beautify or maintain the course. Much of the work noted earlier in this 

presentation was done by Salemtowne golfers volunteering their time and skills. They are proud 

of their course and want to keep it one of the best in Oregon.  

As an example, golfers pitched in to collect rocks that were inadvertently distributed over the 

course when sanding, picking up hundreds by hand: 

We look forward to a fun and productive 2020 season! 

10. History Committee 

The History Committee is responsible for compiling historical information about Salemtowne 

and the surrounding community. The information may include narratives, artifacts, and 

photographs depicting the Wallace Family home and orchards and comparable information 

related to the development of Salemtowne.  The Committee shall make historical information 

available to the members by creating presentations, scrapbooks, displays, and articles. 

Since 2001 this has been a one-person committee, with additional volunteers stepping forward 

when a specific project is proposed.  Such projects are conducted with funds from Friends of 

Salemtowne as approved by the Board. 

 Several scrapbooks and an interesting inventory of Salemtowne historical items are located in 

the Farmhouse Kitchen. 

This year new paintings were installed in the Farmhouse Livingroom and the Towne Hall that 

show the original and current view of the property. 

Carol Slama, Historian 

(Editor’s note: Carol’s mother was one of the original owners at Salemtowne. Thus, her relationship with 

Salemtowne dates to the founding of the community.) 

11. Landlord – Tenant Oversight Committee 

The Committee is responsible for the recording and tracking of all rental property, the 

maintenance of rental property standards and procedures, and the recommended resolution of 

landlord-tenant rule violations.  

12. Landscape & Architectural Review Committee (LARC) 

The Landscape and Architectural Review Committee (LARC) is responsible for the evaluation of 

applications for changes to the external appearance of residential properties according to the 

process and rules in the Rules and Regulations. 
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The committee has 4 members:  Coleen Barbee (Chair), Rod Peacock, Gregg Buyser, and Delena 

Thompson. 

I went through the Log and have identified four categories; we addressed a total of 80 Requests 

as follows: 

➢ Painting Projects – 34 

➢ Fence Projects – 20 

➢ Construction Projects – 24 

➢ Yard Projects – 2 

Reviewing the log, it looks like an average of 4 trips for each item.  That means the committee 

volunteered about 320 hours to the community. 

The Committee met a couple of times to review proposed changes to the relevant sections of the 

Rules and Regulations. That included reviewing numerous paint colors to plan for the paint color 

book specified by the revised Rules and Regulations.  Coleen is working with Sherwin-Williams 

to further develop the paint color book in time for next spring.  

Coleen Barbee, Chair 

13. Lapidary Committee 

The Lapidary Committee is responsible for the maintenance and safe operation of the equipment 

in the lapidary shop.  The Committee shall provide equipment orientation for first-time users 

prior to using the equipment; as suitable, project advice and guidance shall be provided to 

encourage the hobby. 

This combination is only given out to interested residents after an orientation session with an 

experienced user of the equipment. This is a necessary procedure due to the complex use of the 

available equipment. The possible exception to this rule is the use of (only) the rock Tumbler, 

which does not use any of the wheels.  

Currently there are only three to four people using the facility. I take personal responsibility for 

the lack of enthusiasm as I have not been actively taking advantage of this artistic opportunity. 

This club has no fees at this time and no checking account. (Petty Cash Balance $10)  

Maintenance Issues 

❖ The Lapidary room does not have a heating system and the lighting is marginal in the 

evening.  

❖ Some of the equipment is antiquated, but useable by a knowledgeable person.  

Ideas to get more activity 

➢ To restore interest in this art it may take getting the word out regarding the use of this 

room.  

➢ Scheduling one day a week or month for the room to be open for residents to drop in to 

watch actual jewelry being constructed.  

Submitted by Carole Hoover 
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14. Lockup Committee 

The Lockup Committee is responsible for the opening and closing of the common grounds and 

buildings according to the Lockup Procedures. This Committee also observes and reports any 

problems or needed maintenance of the common property to the Director of Operations.  

This important daily function happens through the efforts of the following volunteers for 2019.  

(The Grounds Crew unlock the facilities on weekdays.) 

Committee Chair: Bill Thompson 

❖ Weekend Unlock – January thru March: Allan DuBois 

❖ Weekend Unlock – April Thru September: Judi Tripp 

❖ Weekend Unlock – October thru December: Debbie Campbell 

➢ January 1-15: Tom Mandemaker   January 16-31: Leonard Schultz 

➢ February 1-14: Pat Bacon    February 15-28: Gregg Buyser 

➢ March 1-15: Rod Peacock    March 16-31: Allen Jakobitz 

➢ April 1-15: Lisa Wilch     April 16-31: Len Farr 

➢ May 1-15: Pete Gottschalk    May 16-31: Curt May 

➢ June 1-15: Robert Tufts     June 16-30: Robert Herzog 

➢ July 1-15: Wink Miller     July 16-31: Fred Caffey 

➢ August 1-15: Jerry Gardner    August 16-31: Bert Polk 

➢ October 1-15: Sam Jones    October 16-31: Bill Connerly 

➢ November 1-15: Chuck Zobrist    November 16-30: Bert Mackaman 

➢ December 1-15: Steve Schmidt    December 16-30: Dennis Kotila 

15. Newsletter Committee 

The Newsletter Committee is responsible for publishing the monthly newsletter, titled  

Salemtowne News.  The newsletter provides Salemtowne residents with a calendar of events, 

committee, club, and activity information, and notices from the Board.   

The newsletter is not something that just appears each month.  It is a team effort. 

Advertisers.  The newsletter is printed in color because local businesses pay to place 

advertisements.  Without that revenue the newsletter would not be published, or the publication 

would add to the annual assessment. 

Editors.  This year saw a change a change in newsletter editor.  Chris Robertson served from 

January through July.  Steve Allen took over the editorship from August thru December.   

Co-Editor/Calendar.  Arline Hobron served as co-editor for the entire year, managing all of 

the information that is listed in the Community Calendar part of the newsletter. 

Proofreader.  The spelling and grammar accuracy of newsletter is due to the monthly work of 

Cheryl Mahon who reviews every article before it is ready for printing. 

Printing.  Each month Karen Holland, our Office Manager, prints 465 copies. 
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Distribution.  Some of us remember working a paper-route when we were younger.  

Salemtowne has its own team.   

Judi Tripp, Distribution Leader, with the help of the following volunteers 

− Barbara Norris − Doc Nelson − Nancy Thompson 

− Carol Saunders − Karen Barna − Sally Dalke 

− Cheryl Turner − Katherine Owens − Sandy Colburn 

− Dawn Middeke − Margaret Conrad  

16. Reservations Committee 

The Reservations Committee is responsible for coordinating the use of common areas and 

facilities by Association committees, clubs, activities, and by members for private events, 

according to the policies and procedures defined in the Rule and Regulations. 

I took over as Chair on August 1st, 2019, so this report only covers 5 months. 

The Committee has 5 members as follows: 

− Coleen Barbee, Chair 

− Cheryl Mahon, Checker 

− Charlene Riley, Checker 

− Dana Baricklow, Checker 

− Kay Hill, Checker 

I have included the table below to show the distribution of the rooms and their use.  There was a 

total of 602 uses of which 33 were private parties. (See table below) As the committee does not 

collect the fees, we do not have that information on the funds raised by rental of facilities. 

With the new website to keep track of the Reservations, it seems to be working OK, as long as 

the resident is using the website.  Otherwise it is a little more work for Karen in the office as she 

has to report the handwritten ones to me.  

The Reservations Calendar and Community Calendar on the website do not merge. This involves 

a little more work.  It would be nice if there was linking between the two calendars. 

We have noticed that when we check the rooms before the Private Party (PP) the room is not 

always clean, usually from a club use that didn’t do a proper job.  I do not believe the 

Reservation Committee should be responsible to clean up after Salemtowne users.  We have 

considered suggesting the Board charging a cleaning deposit from any club that uses a room that 

involves food.  (Hopefully this message in the Annual Report will improve the situation.) 
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Coleen Barbee, Chair 

17. Storage Lot Committee 

The Storage Lot Committee is responsible for coordinating use of the vehicle storage area and 

the firewood storage area. 

18. Swimming Pool & Patio Committee 

The Swimming Pool and Patio Committee is responsible for the operation of the swimming pool, 

which includes limited routine pool maintenance, and for the setup and later storage of the pool 

and patio furniture each season.  

The Committee has three members: Cheryl Mahon (Chair), Ina Vandevert, and JoAnne Asla. 

This year there were 22 volunteers that took turns opening and closing the pool and doing the 

regular checks of the water chemistry.  

There was some maintenance this year.  The water heater for the showers fried a thermostat, 

which was replaced.  The cause was an improperly routed relief valve drain, which poured water 

into the wiring; the drain was rerouted to be outside the building.  Also, the pool divider rope and 

floats had deteriorated and were replaced as a donation. 

It was a busy swimming season.  The pool opened 13 days late this year due to water and 

chemical problems. The two days with peak activity were August 4th with 91 users and August 

28th with 65 users.   

Listed below are the totals for how many people used the pool this season.   

 Residents Adult guests Children TOTALS 

June 5-30 326 103 183 612 

July 1-31 389 154 193 736 

August 1-31 385 163 273 821 

September 1-21 94 24 35 153 

TOTALS 1194 444 684 2322 

Month
SCA 

Event

Private 

Event

SCA 

Event

Private 

Event

SCA 

Event

Private 

Event

SCA 

Event

Private 

Event

SCA 

Event

Private 

Event

SCA 

Event

Private 

Event

August 59 2 25 0 25 1 8 0 2 2 119 5

September 54 3 28 1 28 3 14 2 2 1 126 10

October 64 1 28 0 24 2 11 2 0 0 127 5

November 39 2 26 1 19 0 8 0 0 0 92 3

December 50 3 28 0 20 4 7 3 0 0 105 10

Total 266 11 135 2 116 10 48 7 4 3 569 33

Towne Hall

Breezeway 

Room

Farm House 

Livingroom

Farm House 

Kitchen Barbeque Patio
TOTAL
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Maintenance issues needing attention in the pool area: 

• The rescue pole is too short and needs to be replaced with a pole that extends enough to 

reach the center and bottom of the pool.  <Safety Issue> 

• The rescue life-ring is deteriorating and should be replaced. 

• There is very low water flow in both restrooms.  The pipes are very old and are probably 

filled with rust.  Re-piping is needed. 

• The “Sign In” Desk is falling apart and needs to be replaced. 

• There are three patio tables in need of replacement.  

• Lockbox at pool entrance needs to be replaced. Water gets inside and the keys are rusty. 

• Wood fence behind the restroom building needs attention. The fence moves when 

bumped. 

• Restroom doors are delaminating and should be replaced. 

• There is a heater on the ceiling of the restrooms as well as open panels in the exterior 

walls. It is silly to have a heater with an open vent. 

• Lighting in the restrooms is very poor. Please consider replacing the heater with a light 

fixture. 

• Restrooms are being served by irrigation water instead of city water.  Can a water line 

from the Towne Center be connected to the pool restroom? 

• Motion sensor lights in the pool area do not work. 

• Pool cover may need to be replaced in the near future; tears in the fabric are showing. 

• The pump house building needs maintenance.  

o The door is delaminating.  

o The back wall has dry rot because it is sitting on soil in places.  

o There are electrical conduits in the pump house that need repair. 

Cheryl Mahon, Chair 

19. Tree Management Committee 

The Tree Management Committee is responsible for advising the Board of Directors on the 

appropriate maintenance of trees on the common property.   

The membership of the tree committee changed considerably with Chair Roberta Taylor agreeing 

to serve on the Salemtowne Board.  

− Leonard Farr was approved as the new chair.  

− The Vice-Chair will be Lou Nelson.  

− Three new members: Newell Enos, Ron Lester and Carl Lang have been added to the 

committee.  

− Ron Lester has agreed to be the secretary.  

− Jim Scott will not continue as a member as he has left the community.  
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− Roberta Taylor will be the board liaison as approved by the board. 

FY 2019 was a very busy year for the tree committee. The following work was accomplished:  

1. A total of 5 tree requests were received and resolved. Several informal concerns were 

evaluated without a formal request.  

2. The tree pruning/thinning project below the Towne Hall was completed.  

3. A Hazard assessment for the trees adjacent to the RV storage was developed at the 

request of the Operations Manager, Curt May.  

4. Proposal to plant 2 red maple trees on the practice tee was developed and completed by 

Jason’s crew.  

5. A total of 275 of the 531 common area trees were reviewed as to condition and growth 

and a work plan developed as needed.  

6. The 2 California Lilac’s near the Winslow Bridge were evaluated as to view restrictions 

and proposed for removal. Board approved this proposal.  

20. Wood Shop Committee 

The Wood Shop Committee is responsible for the maintenance and safe operation of equipment 

in the woodworking shop.  
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D. SALEMTOWNE CLUBS 

Salemtowne clubs are social organizations with emphasis on and activities related to a specific 

common interest.  

1. Hospitality Club 

All Salemtowne ladies are welcome to our premier service club. A great place to make new 

friends. The club offers opportunities to be of service to our neighbors. 

While titled the Hospitality Club, we could more accurately be called “The Friendly and 

Generous Reception and Entertainment of Guests, Visitors and Strangers” club.   The Club is 

open to all female residents. We meet the first Thursday of every month.  

Our principal functions are:  

✓ Welcome new residents with a visit and a packet explaining Salemtowne’s activities and 

clubs.  

✓ Send a card, fruit basket, plant or a roasted chicken to residents who are ill or 

hospitalized.  

✓ Remember those who have passed away by sending a card to the family and donating to 

the charity of choice in their memory.  

✓ Maintain an inventory of medical equipment and baby supplies for temporary loan to 

residents.  

✓ Prepare and host an annual Mother’s Day Tea – our only fund-raising event.  

✓ Host an annual Summer Party for all Salemtowne new residents.  

✓ Co-host with the Women’s Club an annual Holiday Party in December.  

✓ Prepare and serve refreshments at the SCA Community Forums.  

Respectively Submitted, Cathy Dalsis-Harris, President 

2. Library Club 

The Library Club cares for and catalogs the reading material available in the Farmhouse.  

Library Club volunteers 

− Judi Tripp, Leader 

− Sue Hoover 

− Cheryl Turner 

− Betty Buehre 

− Dawn Middeke 

− Sandy Colburn 

− Nina Toronto  

Library Funds. 

 

 

 

                                         

Beginning balance, January 1, 2019                           $573.35 

Income (sales)                                           $291.50 

Expenses (books, supplies) $301.02 

Ending balance, December 31, 2019                          $563.83 
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3. Oregon Historical Sign Restoration Club 

The Oregon Historical Marker Program is Oregon’s official roadside historical interpretation 

program. Its mission is to maintain and restore Oregon’s Historical Markers. Salemtowne 

volunteers have honed their techniques and developed a new set of best practices for restoring 

Oregon Historical Markers 

 



Page 26 of 34 

4. RoVers Club 

Salemtowne RoVers Club is open to Salemtowne residents who are enthusiastic about RVing 

and socializing. This fun group organizes monthly club excursions from May to Oct. Meetings 

are held on the 4th Wed of the month at 5:30pm, FHLR. A potluck dinner precedes each 

meeting. Come to a meeting to find out more! 

Club Purpose and Standing Invitation 

• The RoVers are a group of folks who love to fellowship, eat, camp and have fun!  The 

goal is to meet new people, make new friends, and maintain existing friendships; all 

while enjoying great food, games, scenery, tourist attractions and shopping. 

• Each meeting includes a potluck and time for fellowship.  A special event is usually 

planned for the December meeting. 

• Each camping trip usually includes some golf and/or hiking, an eating event taking 

advantage of the local cuisine, exploration of local highlights, shops and tourist offerings 

as well as gatherings around the campfire and game room for fun and friendship. 

• Possession of an RV is NOT required for Salemtowne residents.  Most trips target 

campgrounds that offer yurts and/or have motel lodging nearby, for those who prefer 

traveling by car. 

• Even non-Salemtowne residents may join the RoVers but they must own an RV and be 

sponsored by a RoVer. 

• Dues collected by the RoVers are used to offset some administrative costs, costs 

incurred during the camping trips, to make improvements to the RV storage area and to 

support other Salemtowne club and committee efforts aimed at the improvement and 

beautification of our Salemtowne community (such as the garden club).  

Please Join Us 

The RoVers would like to extend a most welcoming invitation to ALL Salemtowne residents to 

become a part of our club.  Annual dues are only $15.00 per household.  Contact Morry 

McClintock (Secretary/Treasurer) if you are interested in joining in on all the fun! 

Current membership  

✓ There were 35 paid members in 2019 

✓ There are currently 25 paid 2020 members 

✓ There are no paid 2020 members that were not members in 2019 

Current Leadership 

➢ President – Harry Oliver 

➢ Vice President – John Turner 

➢ Secretary/Treasurer – Morry McClintock 

Summary of 2019 Club Activities 

Activity Date Location Participants 

Pancake Breakfast May Towne House 155 

Camping – Wapiti RV Park May Lincoln City 20 

Meeting/Potluck May Farmhouse 23 
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Activity Date Location Participants 

Camping – Fort Stevens June Astoria 20 

Meeting/Potluck June Farmhouse 23 

Camping – Twin Rivers RV Park July Roseburg 20 

Meeting/Potluck July Farmhouse 24 

Camping – Fildago Bay RV Resort August Anacortes WA 14 

Meeting/Potluck August Farmhouse 29 

Pancake Breakfast September Towne House 160 

Camping – OR Coastal Tour September Various-Coast 16 

Meeting/Potluck September Farmhouse 26 

Meeting/Potluck October Farmhouse 20 

December Dinner December Oregon Gardens 12 

Summary of activities planned for 2020 

Activity Date Location 

Meeting/Potluck 1/22 Farmhouse 

Meeting/Potluck 2/26 Farmhouse 

Meeting/Potluck 3/25 Farmhouse 

Meeting/Potluck 4/29 Farmhouse 

Pancake Breakfast 5/16 Town House 

Camping – Wapiti RV Park  5/17 – 5/21 Lincoln City 

Meeting/Potluck 5/27 Farmhouse 

Camping – Crooked River Ranch RV Park 6/14 – 6/18 Redmond/Madras 

Meeting/Potluck 6/24 Farmhouse 

Camping – Casey’s Riverside RV Park 7/19 – 7/23 Oakridge 

Meeting/Potluck 7/29 Farmhouse 

Camping – Nehalem Bay State Park 8/16 – 8/20 Manzanita 

Meeting/Potluck 8/26 Farmhouse 

Pancake Breakfast 9/19 Town House 

Camping – LaPine State Park 9/20 – 9/24 LaPine 

Meeting/Potluck 9/30 Farmhouse 

Meeting/Potluck 10/28 Farmhouse 

Meeting/Potluck 11/25 Farmhouse 

Meeting/Potluck 12/23 Farmhouse 
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5. Salemtowne Men’s Golf Club (SMGC) 

The Salemtowne Men's Golf Club is a group who love to play golf year around.  

An elected board conducts the business of the club. Members pay yearly dues and volunteers 

from the membership organize the various activities that are offered.  

The regular season runs from the first Tuesday in April through mid-October. Each year a 

calendar of golf events is provided. In addition to regular men's day play, the Club offers almost 

daily golf activities as well as social activities.  

Golf activities include regular Tuesday golf, ball in the hat with a different game played each 

week, a monthly business meeting, home and home tournaments, guest day, several men’s 

tournaments, and joint holiday tournaments and scrambles with the women.  

6. Salemtowne Women’s Golf Association (SWGA) 

The Salemtowne Women's Golf Association was organized in 1969 to provide a solid golf 

program and social activities within the club, as well as to participate in the general enhancement 

of the golf course.  

Members pay yearly dues, which cover most of the expenses of golf and social activities. 

Volunteers from the membership organize the various activities that are offered.  

The regular season extends from the first Wednesday in April to the end of October, with winter 

golf activities in February and March.  

Golf activities include regular Wednesday golf with a different game played each week, a 

monthly luncheon and business meeting, visitations to other Oregon golf courses, a guest day 

and barbeque, several women’s tournaments, and joint holiday tournaments and scrambles with 

the men.  

The object of this Association shall be a non-profit organization to promote interest in the play of 

amateur golf and further the friendly relations within the golf group.   

Currently we have 78 members.   

Membership is open to all interested Salemtowne women residents upon payment of annual dues 

to SWGA.  If not a member of Salemtowne Golf Club, green fees shall be paid for each round of 

golf.   

A non-resident who is a paid-up member of Salemtowne Golf Club is eligible for full 

membership in SWGA upon payment of its specified dues.   

The officers of the Association are Captain, Co-Captain, Secretary, Treasurer, Day’s Play Co-

Chairwomen, Tournament Chairwoman, Handicap Chairwoman and Social Co-Chairwomen.  

These women comprise The Executive Board and are elected annually to serve for a period of 

one year.   

The Captain appoints all Committee Chairwomen.   
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SWGA Committee’s 

− Bake Sale − Eclectic − Team Play 

− Ball in the Bonnet − Luncheon Servers − Tee Time 

− Barbecues − Music − Telephone Tree 

− Bulletin Board − New Members − Tournament Lunches 

− Civil War/Match Play − Pizza Palooza − Towne Hall Display 

− Communication − Putting − Visitations 

− Cure for Cancer − Rules/Etiquette  

− Eagle/Birdie Tree − Scrapbook/Photographer  

Our Golf Season is from April – October.   

The Executive Board meets every 3rd Monday of the month during our golf season.  We also 

have a Business/Lunch Meeting which all the members may attend the 1st Wednesday of the 

month.   

There is a golf calendar that is printed out each year and notes all the activities that are available. 

Here is an overview of the activities…. 

✓ Some Monday activities – Team Play, Cancer Tournament, Match Play, and a variety of 

Visitations to other golf courses. 

✓ Second Tuesday of the month – Putting games at the Golf Shop 

✓ Wednesday – Day’s Play 

✓ Thursday – Ball in the Bonnet 

✓ Friday – 2nd and 4th Friday of the month – Couples Scramble 

✓ Spring, Summer & Fall Tournaments 

✓ Memorial Day Tournament, 4th of July Tournament & Labor Day Tournament 

As you can tell, you can live and breathe golf if that is your passion.  The opportunities await 

you! 

We usually have pretty good turnouts for our activities, unless the weather doesn’t cooperate.  

Our group is very active and involved! 

Along with the golfing are opportunities to get involved with the Association itself by 

volunteering to be on the Executive Board or the Committees.  This is a wonderful way to learn 

more about the group and make many new friends.  Volunteering and getting involved makes a 

big difference in making you feel a part of the group.  Hope you join us!! 

You can live and breathe golf if you so desire, the opportunities are available for you….  
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7. Video Library Club 

The Video Library Club operates the Video Library for the use of Salemtowne residents. Dues 

and hours are posted in the Video Library. 

The Salemtowne Video Library offers residents the opportunity to check out movies, films, and 

special feature videos for home viewing. The Video Library is considered a community-based 

club, and the 2019 membership fees were set at $15.00 for the year. (Charter members retain 

their $5.00 annual membership.) For that annual fee, Video Library members have two 

opportunities each week, Tuesday mornings and Saturday mornings, to check out up to five 

DVDs/videos at a time.  

During 2019, the Video Library was run by a team of 23 volunteers including a five-member 

Board: Carol Talley, President; Judy Settlemier, Secretary; Jan Boyer, Treasurer, Bo Allen, 

Buyer; Pat Paxson, Assistant Buyer. Election of officers was held at the General Meeting of the 

Video Library volunteers on October 9, 2019 resulting in the re-election of all officers except the 

buyer, Bo Allen who indicated a desire to step down from the position he held for several years. 

Dennis Kotila was elected as the Video Library buyer beginning in 2020. The Board expresses 

its appreciation to Bo Allen, and all of the dedicated volunteers who keep the Video Library 

running smoothly.  

In 2019 the Video Library had a membership of 50 households, and within that number 5 were 

new members to the Video Library in 2019. This compares to the 2018 membership total of 68 

households with 14 new members added that year. The Video Library typically serves an 

average of 35-40 members per month with an average of about 90 movies being checked out 

each month. Throughout 2019 an average of five new movies were purchased each month. In 

addition, the Library typically receives 4-5 movies per month that are donated by Salemtowne 

residents. When the Video Library receives new movies, by purchase or donation, they are 

featured for three months with a “NEW” sticker and prominent placement in the room.  

In the fall of 2019, the Video Library received a significant donation of over 400 contemporary 

DVDs from Don Trotter, a new Salemtowne resident. About 260 of the DVDs were not in the 

Video Library inventory prior to the donation, so a unique “New Donation” sticker was used to 

mark these DVDs, and they were placed according to their genre on the shelves. In early 2020 

the Video Library Board will determine which of the duplicate titles will be maintained in the 

Video Library and what to do with the DVDs that will not be added to the shelves. The total 

inventory in the Video Library changes monthly; near the end of 2019 the total DVD/video count 

was 2,808.  

Respectfully Submitted, Carol Talley, 2019-2020 President 
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8. Women’s Club 

Women welcome. Social gathering with events and meetings. 

The Salemtowne Women’s Club meets on the third Friday from September through May at 1 PM 

in the Towne Hall Auditorium.  We strive to provide eclectic programs that will attract women 

and occasionally men. 

Each meeting is usually followed by an interesting and entertaining program and light 

refreshments. 

In addition, the Salemtowne women’s club sponsors a variety of local community programs and 

an occasional fundraiser to help defray monthly expenses. The club requests yearly dues of $10 

per person, but we emphasize that all residents of Salemtowne are welcome to attend our 

meetings and programs. 

The Salemtowne women’s club retains a checking account at US Bank with the Treasurer and 

President as signers. The current balance is $900. A yearly audit is completed by a non-officer or 

member of the club.  

➢ Typical monthly expenses include a $50 stipend for the speaker or program and a $20 

payment to the crew for setting up and taking down the furniture. 

➢ Typical monthly income is derived from a 50/50 drawing, with 3 tickets for $1. 

➢ 2019-2020. Members = 28 

Yearly Community Programs 

✓ Union Gospel Mission – winter wear collection barrel. 

✓ Marion/Hope Food Share – November through December food box; 200 pounds donated. 

✓ Simonka House – Socks for women, children, and men; over 100 pair donated. 

Types of Speakers/Programs 

❖ Turtle Ridge Wildlife Rescue 

❖ Salem Leadership Foundation 

❖ League of Women Voters 

❖ Helping Hands 

❖ Liberty House 

❖ Just for Fun Seniors 

❖ Red Cross 

❖ CASA of Marion County 

❖ Paradise Bells 

❖ and many more 

 Submitted by Carole Hoover, SC - 2019-2020 President 
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E. ACTIVITIES  

The following are activities that regularly occur in Salemtowne. 

Activity Repeat Day / Time Location 

52 Card Bingo 1st + 4th  Wednesday / 7pm – 9pm Breezeway Room 

Arts & Crafts Every Monday / 1pm – 3pm Craft Room 

Bible Study, Women’s Every Tuesday / 1pm – 3pm Farmhouse Livingroom 

Billiards / Pool Daily 
Monday thru Sunday 

1pm – 3pm 
Game Room 

Bingo 3rd Wednesday / 7pm – 9pm Towne Hall 

Cards, Coed Night Every Tuesday / 7pm – 9pm Breezeway Room 

Cards, Ladies Bridge 1st + 3rd Monday / 1pm – 4pm Farmhouse Livingroom 

Card, Men’s Poker Every Thursday / 1pm – 3pm Farmhouse Card Room 

Cribbage Every Tuesday / 2pm – 4pm Breezeway Room 

Duplicate Bridge 1st + 3rd Thursday / 6pm – 9pm Farmhouse Livingroom 

Fit and Flex Every 
Tuesday + Thursday  

11am – 12pm 
Towne Hall 

Friday Night Lites Every Friday / 5:30pm to 9pm 
Farmhouse Livingroom, 

Kitchen, + Game Rm. 

Mah Jong Every 
Tuesday / 9:30am to 12pm 

Thursday / 1pm – 3pm 
Breezeway Room 

Pickleball Every 

Monday / 6pm to 9pm 

Tuesday / 8am to 11am 

Thursday / 8am to 11am 

Thursday / 6pm to 9pm 

Saturday / 8am to 11am 

Towne Hall 

Ping-Pong Every 

Monday / 9am to 11am 

Tuesday / 6pm to 9pm  

Friday / 9am to 11am 

Towne Hall 

Pinochle Every Monday / 6:30pm to 9pm Farmhouse Livingroom 

Quilters Every Thursday / 9am to 3pm Stich Niche 

Soup & Bean Bag 2nd  Wednesday / 5pm to 9pm Towne Hall 

Tai Chi  See Calendar See Calendar 
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1. Salemtowne Quilters 

The Salemtowne Quilters meet in the Stitch Niche room every Thursday from 9 AM to 3 PM. 

(You can drop in to learn about quilting any time during the day.)   

The Quilters send out a big “Thank You” to all who have donated fabric and purchases for the 

Quilters charitable work.  The donations produced: 

➢ 43 – Quilts 

➢ 16 – Heart Pillows 

➢ 28 – Fidget Quilts  

➢ 81 – Pillowcases 

➢ 22 – Burp Cloths 

➢ 6 – Receiving Blankets 

The quilts and other stitch work produced by the Salemtowne Quilters are donated to various 

charities in the community. This year’s recipients include: 

✓ Salem Health – Neonatal, Comfort, Pediatrics, and Chest Surgery Units. 

✓ Northwest Senior Services. 

✓ Alexia’s (a children’s organization). 

✓ Riviera Christian School. 

✓ Taylor’s House. 

✓ Liberty House. 

✓ C.A.S.T. (Catch A Special Thrill) For Kids. 

✓ Quilters of Valor. 

✓ Salem Alliance – Refugee Program. 

✓ Wilson House. 

✓ Amity Elementary School. 

2. Bingo 

The bingo game has been happening in the Towne Hall at 7 PM on the third Wednesday of each 

month for many years. 

Bingo cards are $0.50 each and participants may play as many as they wish. Free cards are given 

to new first-time guests and residents.   

Each week a Queen or King of bingo is crowned. 

Refreshments are shared at halftime, with residents encouraged to bring snacks and their own 

mug. 

All monies collected are paid as winnings that evening, less a small stipend provided to the crew 

for setting up the tables and equipment. 

Carole Slama, Carole Saunders, and Joe Stallings (caller). 
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3. Coed Cards 

At the present time (winter) we number 7 - 10 players.  Summer usually 10 - 12. 

The current card game being ‘TENS’ is an easy game to learn and all residents are welcome to 

join the group.  We play six hands, which usually takes one and a half hours.  The ante is ten 

cents (.10 per hand) and one quarter (.25) for the low-score pot. Total .85 for the night’s game. 

The card tables are used along with four decks of cards (no jokers), a score pad and cup for ante 

coins. 

The contact person usually ensures that the sliding glass door and main door are locked 

afterward. 

This game night evolved several years ago when the previous Ladies Poker night splintered and 

a card game night to include men was established.  Various card games have been played; 

however, Tens seem to be the most popular activity. 

Submitted by Carole Hoover 

4. Soup & Bean Bag 

Soup & Bean Bag continues to be a favorite monthly event at Salemtowne. During the summer 

months, attendance reached 80 well during the winter season we have about 65 to 70 in 

attendance. 

Volunteer Dinner Hosts – choose the meal, shop for groceries, prepare the meal, serve and 

clean the kitchen. Four additional volunteers help conduct this event each month. 

Beanbag Game – players pay a $1.00 entry fee and are paired randomly; spouses do not play on 

the same team. Prize money from the entry fees are paid to the winners. 

Each month two names are drawn from attendance rosters for free meal the following month. 

Once or twice a year we have an unannounced free or discounted dinner. 

Soup & Bean Bag does not have a checking account. We provide a $10 stipend for the crew for 

setting up the furnishings; storing the furnishings and cleaning up is done by volunteers. 

Submitted by Carole Hoover 


