
Thursday, January 27 
What made the parable of the sower so real to the people of Jesus’ 

time was the fact that the crowd gathered around Jesus understood 

farming.  Farming was all around them and many of them would have 

had vineyards at least to meet their own needs.  Read Isaiah 5:1-4 in 

which we discover that God’s people are the vineyard and God is the 

vinedresser.   
 

We are the vineyard that God plants.  How does this image inform 

your view of God?  Does it create a sense of responsibility on our part 

to produce certain fruit?  What fruit do you believe God desires from 

our lives – from your life?  What God –given gifts and graces do you 

possess from which God would desire a harvest?  List them in the 

same way you listed your barriers on Tuesday.  How can you use your 

gifts and talents for God’s purposes?  Write your thoughts here and 

pray for God’s wisdom on how you can live for God’s purposes.  

 

 

 

Friday, January 28 
There has been a great deal of emphasis on God’s expectations of us as 

the soil that should receive God’s word and translate it into action.  

There is the expectation that as God’s vineyard, we are to bear certain 

fruit for God’s purposes.  The good news is that we don’t have to do 

this alone! 
 

Look at your notes from the message on January 23 and from your 

study throughout this past week.  When you look at what God expects 

from us, it can be overwhelming!  God not only sent Jesus Christ to 

provide a wonderful example for our Christian journey; God also has 

given us the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower us to do great things 

for our God!  The Christian faith is not meant to be a solitary journey – 

we need each other.  What do you believe God expects of you?  

Consider your talents and God-given gifts as you meditate on this 

question.  How can a community of faith help you in meeting God’s 

expectations?  Write your reflections here.    
 

 

 

Message Notes – January 23, 2022 

Soul Soil 
I. When a person plants a garden, hoping to yield a 

harvest, he or she learns very quickly there is ______ to 

be done.   

A. Our _______ is the same – that with which we hope 

to feed our souls must be carefully tended, if we 

hope to experience _________. 

B. A parable is a short story that shares a ___________ 

truth or insight.  Jesus told the parable of the sower. 
 

II. The ___________ came to Jesus and whispered, “Hey 

Jesus!  What’s the deal with the sower?  Why do you 

teach in parables? 

A. Jesus answered, “Listen! You’ll understand when 

you understand.  Look at the _________.  This 

parable is about them.” 

1. There are those like the _______ between the 

fields.  The _______ is closed 

2. Others are like the ________ ground.  They 

immediately like what they hear and get all 

__________ for a while. 

3. Some are like the seed that fall among the 

_________; their lives are ___________ with so 

many things that the most important get 

squeezed out. 

4. Happily, Jesus explained, there are those who, 

like the _______ soil, are prepared to receive 

the word of God; their minds are _________. 

B. Since parables are short stories with spiritual truths, 

the challenge for us is to discover the truth of this 

parable as _______________ and as a _________. 
 

III. Sometimes in life, we’re just ________ in the mud; the 

condition of our soul soil is not good. 

                                                 
 Scripture: Matthew 13:1-9 and Romans 8:12-17 



A. We may be stuck in our ________________, our work, 

our unemployment – and our ________ doesn’t seem to 

offer us deliverance and solace. 

B. It helps for us sometimes to view our Christian faith as 

a ____________ to a problems or a series of questions.   

C. The thing about being stuck is you can’t always ______ 

yourself. 
 

IV. God sent Jesus to us so that we may receive God’s 

___________ and help and here’s the thing friends, you’ve 

got to stop struggling if you’re going to rely on God’s help. 

A. Here’s the first key to Christian _________ friends – its 

surrender, acceptance and follow. 

1. We must surrender our _________ to God. 

2. We must endeavor to follow in the path that Christ 

has laid out for us – toward a life of abundance and 

______. 

B. We must examine our soul soil and see if we can hear 

God’s word and translate that word into _________! 

 

Study Guide 
This study guide is designed for you to daily, throughout this next 

week, consider the lessons of today’s message and delve further into 

scripture that will enhance your growth as a Christian. 

 

Monday, January 23 
The lesson for the message, Soul Soil, is Matthew 13:1-9.  Read this 

passage.  God is the sower, the seed is the word of God and the soil 

represents our lives or souls.  More specifically, the soil represents the 

condition of our hearts and minds in terms of accepting the truth of 

God’s word.  Can you think of times in your faith journey when 

you’ve felt particularly receptive to God’s presence and guidance?   
 

This is the only parable in which Jesus offers an explanation in later 

verses - Matthew 13:18-23.  Read Jesus’ explanation of this parable 

and prayerfully consider what type of soil represents your life today.  

Have experienced other times in your life, when you didn’t feel close 

to God or receive God’s guidance?  Which condition better represents 

your “Soul Soil” today?   Write your thoughts here and pray that 

you will receive God’s word and guidance in your life. 

 

 
 

Tuesday, January 24 
The first element of Christian growth described in the message, 

Soul Soil, is surrender, acceptance and follow.  What barriers are in 

the way of your Christian growth?  Write them down in the margins 

of his study or on another piece of paper.  Naming our problems 

and the barriers to growth is the beginning of exercising control 

over them.  After you’ve finished writing, pray the Wesley 

Covenant Prayer: 

Almighty God I am no longer my own, but thine.   

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.  

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.  

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,  

   exalted for thee or brought low for thee.  

Let me be full, let me be empty.  

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.  

I freely and heartily yield all things  

   to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. 

So be it.  And the covenant which I have made on earth,  

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 26 
We find God described as a gardener throughout the scripture.  The 

first mention is in the very first book of the Bible.  Read Genesis 

2:4-15.  How does the image of the Gardner help you understand 

God’s activity in each of our lives?  Given that we are the soil in 

which God plants the seed – what expectations do you believe God 

has for your life?  Write your thoughts here and after your time of 

reflection, conclude with the Wesley Covenant Prayer. 


