
unremarkable people to do extraordinary things for God’s 

purposes on earth.  That means that you and I are just as likely to 

be called, and in fact are called, to do wonderful things for God’s 

work in the world.  Like a young girl from Nazareth, like a poor 

carpenter from Bethlehem and like the shepherds in a field near 

Bethlehem, we are called by God to the relationship we have, the 

task we are about and to share the good news of Jesus’ presence in 

the world! 

  

 

 

Thursday, December 30 
Read Matthew 2:1-12.  The visitation of the Magi or Wise Men 

was presented in the message a proof that the Good News of 

Jesus’ birth is for all people.  In Luke’s gospel we read that the 

shepherds were the first to receive the message from God’s 

messengers, angels.  The shepherds immediately went to share 

that Good News. (Luke 2:15-17)  The fact that the Magi were 

from the East and were men of a different faith than Judaism 

points to the fact that the Good News of Jesus’ birth is for all 

humanity.  Our task is to share the Good News with all people!  

Not coerce any action, or demand any response; we are to simply 

share the Good News.  How do you share the Good News of 

God’s presence in the world?  Meditate on this question and write 

your reflections here.     

 

 
 

 

Friday, December 31 

Read Luke 2:8-20.  The message ended with the fact that the 

manger in which Jesus was lying was a feeding trough for 

animals.  The manger is where animals receive their sustenance 

and where we receive our salvation and wholeness. The very 

name of Bethlehem means “House of Bread.”  The birth of the 

Christ Child is proof of God’s desire to meet our greatest need and 

spiritual hunger.  What do you believe is your greatest need?  For 

what do you spiritual hunger?  Meditate on these questions and 

write your thoughts here.      

Message Notes – December 24, 2021 
 

The Journey – The Manger* 

I. There are four questions that we sought to answer 

through our ___________ messages and during our 

Wednesday evening studies. 

A. First, what actually ____________ leading up to 

and including the first Christmas? 

B. Second, what does the story teach us about the 

character of _____? 

C. Third, what does it tell us about the child whose 

birth we _____________?     

D. Finally, we will ask, what does this story mean for 

our lives ________? 

II. It is really interesting that the first people to whom the 

birth of Christ was heralded were simple ___________ 

watching their flocks in fields near Bethlehem. 

A. As with Mary, the Shepherds were remarkably 

__________; first century shepherds were at the 

lower end of the social-economic order. 

1. People of Jesus’ day believed that surely the 

Messiah should be born in a __________. 

2. The humbleness of the stable where Jesus was 

born is matched by the ____________ of those 

shepherds. 

B. What prompted them towards the manger was an 

_________ announcement. 

1. Both the Hebrew and Greek word for “angel” 

means “_____________.” 

2. We have to realize that what is important is the 

___________ the angels delivered to the 

shepherds. 

3. They went with haste and _________ the 

message the angels had given them. 

                                                 
*Luke 2:8-20 and Isaiah 9:1-7 



C. There is an incredibly _____________ message 

and model for our lives that is demonstrated in the 

journey to the manger. 

1. First, God is _______________ with us. 

2. When we get the “good news of great joy for 

all people” – then we are to _________ that 

news with others. 

3. Since this good news of great joy is for ___ 

people then we should share it with ___ people. 

4. This good news of great joy is for all people – 

as demonstrated so well by the visit of the 

_______ _____. 

III. As mentioned earlier, the ________ is mentioned three 

times in our scriptures. 

A. It is there that God’s creatures receive _______ to 

sustain them. 

B. It’s a sign to us as well; our deepest _______ – our 

deepest __________ – can be satisfied in the 

presence of the one whom God has sent. 

C. Bethlehem in Hebrew means “________ of Bread.” 

1. What is your ____________ need?  What is 

your deepest _____________ hunger? 

2. God wants to satisfy that need – that hunger. 

3. That’s the meaning of the journey to Bethlehem 

– that’s the truest meaning of _____ journey to 

the manger. 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, December 27 
Read our scriptures from Christmas Eve, Luke 2:8-20 and Isaiah 

9:1-7.  There were four questions that we sought to answer 

through our Advent messages and during our Wednesday evening 

studies. First, what actually happened leading up to and including 

the first Christmas?  Second, what does the story teach us about 

the character of God?  Third, what does it tell us about the child 

whose birth we celebrate?  Finally, we will ask, what does this 

story mean for our lives today?  How would you answer these 

questions having read the two scriptures from Christmas Eve?  

What other questions would you want to answer?  Write your 

thoughts here praying for God’s guidance.    

 

 

Tuesday, December 28 

The message began with a whimsical look at stories about the 

Baby Jesus being stolen from nativity scenes across the United 

States.  “Whimsical” might be the wrong word; it’s a 

misdemeanor to steal any figure from a manger scene, as five 

sorority sisters found out at Monmouth, Illinois.  They stole 

several figures from the town square and placed them on the lawn 

of the president at the local university.   
 

While such a charge is not grand larceny, it might point to a 

deeper issue of disrespect; certainly for others’ property and 

perhaps disrespect for the Christian faith.  Public displays of the 

Nativity have been banned for years in some cities, often citing 

that there are issues of separation of church and state.  What do 

you think?  Reflect for a moment on why someone would steal a 

Baby Jesus from a display and write your thoughts here.  

 

 
Wednesday, December 29 
Read Luke 2:8-20.  Those who lived in Jesus’ time would have 

found the news of angels revealing the birth of the Messiah to 

shepherds shocking!  People of Jesus’ day believed that surely the 

Messiah, the Anointed One of God, should be born in a palace.  

But the humbleness of the stable where Jesus was born is matched 

by the humility of those shepherds, the first to be informed about 

Jesus’ birth and invited to go and find the child lying in a manger. 
 

Throughout the birth narratives in Luke and Matthew’s gospel, we 

are surprised to see how God calls and uses seemingly 


