
happy!  Problems occur when we put our desires on the same 

level as our basic needs and begin to believe that our very 

existence depends on having the stuff we don’t need but want.  

Pray that you discern the difference and then ask boldly for God 

to meet your basic needs.  Write your thoughts here.      
 

 

Thursday, October 21 

The message concluded with four ideas to consider when 

determining what to give to God’s church and make your pledge 

toward our ministry next year. First, our giving should be 

sacrificial.  Second, your giving should be regular. Third, what 

you give to the church is a decision that is made between you and 

God. Finally, the Bible shares the expectation of a tithe - 10% of 

your income.  What other factors do you consider in planning 

your giving to the church? 
 

Even though you have already made your pledge for next year, 

which of the factors, mentioned above or otherwise, influence 

your giving most?  May your decision reflect your relationship 

with God as well as God’s generosity in your life.  

 
Friday, October 22 
Read Leviticus 18:8-32; II Chronicles 31:3-21 and Matthew 

23:23.  The Biblical concept of the tithe is one that is debated 

within the Christian community.  Certainly giving 10% of our 

income is the standard set in the Bible but Jesus’ words in 

Matthew indicates that a tithe is more than a number.  A tithe 

represents the priority of our relationship with God. 
 

While people will quibble over whether a tithe is 10% of our gross 

or net income, Pre-tax or post-tax, the important question to 

answer is does what I give reflect my relationship with and my 

appreciation for God in my life?  Most people work toward the 

goal of tithing and express joy in nearing that goal in their lives.  

If you decide to try tithing, be gentle and forgiving of yourself and 

above all let your giving reflect your love for God!   

Message Notes – October 17, 2021 
 

Enough: Generosity from Two Sides  
 

I. Here’s a question for us to consider this morning:  Do 

you think that we are created naturally 

______________? 

A. There is a definite ____________ and theological 

foundation for generosity. 

B. As God’s ______ _________ works in our lives, 

we look at the needs of the world around us and we 

wonder if we don’t do something, who will? 
 

II. There is a central theological foundation for generosity 

that life itself is a gift and everything belongs to 

______. 

A. Psalm 24:1 tells us, “The earth is the Lord’s and 

_____ that is in it.’ 

B. From the very beginning of scripture with the 

creation story, it is obvious that it is God’s 

intention that our _________ will be met through 

what God has created. 

1. What does it mean to be created in God’s 

__________? 

2. Since the essential nature of God is ______, we 

are obviously created to be in loving 

relationships. I John 4:8 states, “Whoever does 

not love does not know God, for God is love.”  

3. We are created for ________ relationships and 

I believe those __________ relationships are 

demonstrated by generosity. 
 

                                                 
 I Timothy 6:17-19 and Matthew 22:34-40 



III. This is not to say that we never ___________ to be 

generous.  There are two voices that battle against this 

God-given gift of generosity.   

A. The first voice is the voice of ________. 

B. The second voice that battles our generosity is the 

voice of _______ - __________________. 
 

IV. Three things that are ____________________ to 

supporting the church.  

A. First, our giving should be _______________. 

B. Second, your giving should be ____________, 

indicating that your giving has become a discipline. 

C. Third, I want to affirm the fact that what you give 

to the church is a decision that is made between 

you and ________. 

D. Finally, I would share with you the Biblical 

concept of the tithe.  A tithe is _______ of your 

income.   
 

Daily Meditations and Study Guide  
The following is a daily meditation and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, October 18      
Read I Timothy 6:17-19 and Acts 20:35.  The message began with 

the question: Do you think that we are created naturally generous?  

Is there something innate about our human nature that makes us 

generous?  There is a central theological foundation for generosity 

that life itself is a gift and everything belongs to God.  Psalm 24:1 

tells us, “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.” 
 

When we understand that all creation is the Lord’s and we are 

recipients of the abundance of the God’s creation, we become 

grateful for this abundance and more willing to share with others.  

Pray that you will experience a grateful heart in light of all that 

God has given you and write your ideas here.   

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 19 
Read the entire chapter of I John 4.  Take care not to read from the 

Gospel of John but from the first (Roman Numeral I) of John’s 

letters.  In John’s letter we are told that the essential nature of God 

is love and because God first loved us, we have the capacity to 

love one another.  In fact, our love for one another is evidence of 

God’s love for us and our knowledge and love of God. 
 

It would stand to reason then, that if the essential nature of God is 

love and we are to live lives that exhibit and reflect that love, then 

generosity toward each other would be a natural part of our 

relationships with each other and evidence that we are created in 

God’s image.  Meditate for a moment and ponder again the 

questions posed yesterday:  Do you think that we are created 

naturally generous?  Is there something innate about our human 

nature that makes us generous?  How is our love expressed 

through generosity?  Write your ideas here.   

 

 
 

Wednesday, October 20 
Read Matthew 6:25-26.  God may have designed us to be 

generous, however, there are two voices that battle against this 

God-given gift of generosity and they tempt us to keep or hoard 

what we have.  The first voice is the voice of fear.  The second 

voice is self-gratification.  Fear feeds on our desire to have 

enough while self-gratification goes beyond our basic needs to 

feed on our desire for possessions that we believe will make us 

happy.  
  

This is a tricky area of life because we truly believe that God 

wants our basic needs met and surely God wants us to be  


