
  LET’S TALK ABOUT MONEY 

  Thoughtful Answers to Questions About Faith and Giving 
   

   1. Is giving toward the ministry of our church only for those who are members? 

Although our church membership vows ask that our members “participate in its ministries by your prayer, your 

presence, your gifts, your service and your witness,” all are encouraged to give of their resources as a means of 

spiritual discipline.  
 

  2. Is giving to the church a spiritual discipline? 

Yes!  The Apostle Paul includes giving as a both a spiritual gift (Romans 12:8) and a fruit of the Holy Spirit 

(Galatians 5:22).  When God’s Spirit resides within us we are connected to the needs of others, and then enter 

intoministry when inspired to give toward the alleviation of another’s needs.      
  

  3.       How much should I give to the church? It depends on who you ask.  The scriptures mention the concept 

of the tithe which is a tenth of what you produce. Deuteronomy 14:22 in the Old Testament states, “Set apart a 

tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in yearly from the field.”  Granted, these words were written 

when agriculture was the economic model of society, but many still give to the church a tenth of what they 

earn.   
 

  4.       Am I unfaithful to the Christian faith if I do not tithe my income? 

Not at all!  As with any spiritual discipline, giving to the church is a process of growth.  Many have testified to 

the deepening of their relationship with God through increased giving to the ministry of the church.  You have to 

determine how giving will affect your relationship with 

God and Jesus Christ.     

 

Explore Your Generosity Journey 
 

As we are exploring our experience of Generosity for this year’s Generosity campaign, consider these questions: 
 

Who is or was the most generous person in your life 
 

How did their generosity impact your life? 
 

Is “generous” a word others would use to describe you? 
 

Is generous a word you would like others to use in describing you? 
 

How specifically have you experience the generosity of God? 
 

Would you like to share a written testimony of what Central UMC means to you? (To be shared during our 

worship service on October 17th.) 


