
Thursday, August 12 
Read Genesis 12:1-9.  After God calls Abram to go into a strange 

land, leaving behind his home, relatives and country, he goes!  

There must have been a lot of wondering, questioning and perhaps 

doubts expressed between Abram and God but probably between 

Abram and Sarai and the rest of their family.  This is big!  This 

passage speaks to critical issues of life and death, birth and 

marriage and burial, family and community, economic and 

political realities, human conflicts and ambiguities and joys, and 

divine blessings that reach into every sphere of life. 

This text is a fulcrum between the first eleven chapters of Genesis 

and the clear formation and definition of a people – God’s people.  

This is bigger than any one person or even group of people or 

nation – this is about the redemption of all humanity – all families 

in the world.  This is the beginning of God’s pledge of faithfulness 

to a new people and the people’s faithfulness in response to God.  

We’ve talked about God’s call upon our individual lives.  What do 

you believe about God’s call upon an entire nation of people?  

What are we called to be as a nation today?  Is love at the center 

of our understanding that call?  Write your ideas here.   

 

 

 

 

Friday, August 13 

Read Genesis 12:1-9 and Hebrews 11:6.  It was mentioned in the 

message that God offered Abram precious little information about 

the land God would show him.  The importance of God’s call was 

the promises made and the impact Abram would have in 

following God’s guidance.  Toward the end of the message, verse 

11:6 form the New Testament book of Hebrews was shared.   
 

There are some challenging questions that come from tis one 

verse.  We want to please God, right?  We believe God exists, 

right? We seek God, right?  Now all we have to do is have a little 

faith.  Think about these challenges and write your response here.  

Pray for God’s strength and guidance in answering God’s call!      

Message Notes – August 8, 2021 
 

Life Changing Decisions – Go* 
 

I. As we’re in the fifth message of this series of 

messages, it is probably apparent that life is full of 

decisions to be made in ___________ opportunities. 

A. Today, we’re going to talk about going and what it 

means to follow God’s guidance when we have the 

opportunity to go and leave that which is 

__________.  

B. We really need to embrace is the idea that God’s 

calling is not a “one and done deal” but rather 

________ and dynamic. 

C. Viewing God’s call as ________ and dynamic 

allows for us to experience life in different 

situations and to respond with emerging ________ 

we possess. 

D. How can we move forward for God’s greatest 

__________ unless we keep in tune with God’s 

loving responsiveness to our ever changing 

________ condition? 

II. The call of Abram moves us from an understanding of 

the primeval __________ of the world into the realm 

of _______________ relationships with God. 

A. God called Abram, later renamed ___________, to 

go! 

B. But to go meant leaving what was familiar and 

_______________. 

C. Into that situation, God said to Abram, "Go from 

your ___________and your ___________ and your 

father's ________ to the land that I will show you.” 

D. I wonder if Abram asked the Lord for 

________________! 

E. This is the beginning of the interplay of God’s  
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_______________ to humanity and our 

_______________ in return. 

III. What about you?  Do you sense something _____ 

happening in your life?  Can you sense a ___________ 

in the winds? 

A. In our relationship with God there is this 

communication of ___________ that leads to a 

___________ – an understanding of what _____ 

want for us, what God wants ____ to want. 

B. Craig Groeschel, writes: “I don’t know about you, 

but most of the promises I’ve made to God didn’t 

_______.  That’s because we’re not changed by the 

promises we make to God; we’re changed by 

___________ the promises God makes to us.” 

1. This is an issue of _________.   

2. The Bible tells us in the book of Hebrews, 

“And without faith it is impossible to ________ 

God, for whoever would approach him must 

believe that he _________ and that he rewards 

those who seek him.”  (Hebrews 11:6 

C. We all have _________, but it seems God calls us 

anyway.   

D. We just have to take the ________ ______ and let 

God do the rest! 
 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, August 9 
The message began with a story of Pastor Jack going from the 

first church he served to the second church.  It was a turbulent 

time in his and his family’s life, but they believed it was time to 

go!  Have you ever experienced the feeling, a nudge or God’s call 

to go?  What did that experienced teach you?  What did it teach 

you about God?  What did it teach you about yourself?   

When God calls us to go, the good news is that we do not go 

alone!  God’s Holy Spirit is always with us and available with 

guidance ad strength.  If you ultimately decided to go, did you 

receive a blessing?  Have you ever felt it was the right decision to 

go but didn’t go?  Ponder these questions and write your 

reflections here asking for God’s clear call upon your life.   

 

 

 

Tuesday, August 10 

Central United Methodist Church has spent a great deal of the past 

four years teaching about God’s calling on all of our lives.  God’s 

calling is not reserved for just clergy types like Pastor Jack and 

Rev. Cora; God call all of us for God’s purposes and mission on 

earth.  At the core of that mission is love!  How have you 

experience God’s call?  Perhaps through a friend who recognized 

your gifts?  Maybe you participated in a gifts inventory which 

helped you understand how you can best serve and meet the needs 

of others.  Think about what God may want you to do for God’s 

purposes on earth and write your thoughts here.  Pray that God 

reveal to you a calling that matches your gifts, temperament and 

interests.    

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 11 
Read Genesis 12:1-9.  God’s call to Abram seemingly came out of 

the blue – a place of mysterious interaction between humans and 

the divine.  It was a calling from the familiar and comfortable to 

an unknown land that God would show Abram.  God promised 

Abram a lot that seems most improbable: to become the father of 

a nation in his old age and the old age of his wife as well!  He will 

be blessed to be a blessing to all the families of earth!  To be 

called to be a blessing is an important part of God’s call, reflective 

of God’s greatest desires for creation and humanity.  How might 

you be called to be a blessing to others? And for generations?  

Write your thoughts here. 


