
Thursday, February 18 
It is also important to remember that the “fruit” that we are to bear, 

like the grapes of a fine winery, are full of many textures and flavors. 

Paul outlines “fruit of the Spirit” in his letter to the Galatians – chapter 

5, verses 22 and 23:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  When we live our lives in 

connection with the true vine of Jesus Christ, these fruit of the spirit 

become evident in our lives.   
 

The fruit of the spirit is how others experience the presence of God 

through the living Body of Christ today – the church.  Practice bearing 

the fruit of the spirit so that others February experience the love of 

God.  Remember you are not making the fruit but bearing it.  Focus on 

your relationship with God through the true vine, Jesus Christ, and be 

thankful for that connectedness.  Your life will begin to naturally bear 

the fruit Paul mentions in Galatians.  Praise God for our changed lives 

that can bless others!  What fruit do you bear for God’s kingdom?  

Write your thoughts here.  

 

 

 

 

Friday, February 19 

Read once again John 15: 1-12 as well as Ephesians 3:20-21.  Focus 

on John 15:8: “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 

and become my disciples.”  Pastor Rick Warren, author of The 

Purpose-Driven Life begins that book with the words, “It’s not about 

us.”  Our faith is truly about giving glory to God so that other lives can 

be transformed by God’s love and tender mercies.  
 

The passage from Ephesians tells us that God operates through the 

power at work within us; so that God is glorified in the church and in 

Jesus for all generation forever and ever.  Ask yourself today and each 

day, “How can I glorify God today?”  How can your actions, your 

words and even your thoughts bring glory to God today and every 

day?  That is the purpose of bearing fruit.  It is the very purpose of our 

lives.  Be blessed so that you can be a blessing to others!  Write your 

thoughts here about how God’s love comes to you on its way to others. 
 

Message Notes – February l4, 2021 

Doxology – True Love Connections

 

I. At their best, families provide a safe place to encourage 

_______ that will allow an individual to soar to greater heights 

and at the same time ________ that keep that same individual 

nourished and nurtured. 

A. Jesus was speaking of that connectedness when he said, “I 

am the _______ vine, and my Father is the vine grower.” 

B. Family is the basic unit of human __________________ 

in most faith communities; this is definitely true of Jesus’ 

time and the Jewish faith.   

C. One foundational principle that applies to both Old World 

and New World wine became apparent: great wine is 

always a reflection of a particular ______________. 
 

II. This passage from the fifteenth chapter of John’s gospel is 

about the connectedness between ____ the Creator and ______ 

and about the connectedness between Jesus and his followers.  

A. This passage is also about ___________: Jesus’ identity 

which is derived from our Creator God and it’s about our 

identity as individuals and our identity as the _________.    

B. Why is this imagery important?  Because ________ called 

himself the true vine. 

III. While the vine is the source for ________ fruit, there’s a vital 

link between the vine and its fruit.  That’s us! 

A. The “branches” are the __________ of Jesus’ teaching with 

his disciples.  

B. “I am the vine,” says Jesus to his followers, “_____ are the 

branches” (v. 5).  

C. What Jesus is describing here is the necessary divine 

connection between himself and his disciples; this 

connection is characterized by the word “_______.” 

1. For some, this abiding with Christ is a rather 

__________ connection between Christ and a follower.   

                                                

 John 15:1-12 and Ephesians 3:20-21 



2. It is likely that for many followers of Jesus, this connection 

is less mystical and perhaps is based more on spiritual 

___________ that shape our lives.  

3. This is about more than _____________ – this is about 

spiritual DNA – Jesus is saying that he desires more 

than a relationship with us – he wants to be ___ us.  
 

IV. In his book Our Purpose is Love, United Methodist theologian 

David Field writes, “God has a mission in the world, and 

______ is at the heart of that mission” (19). We know that, and 

we can always know that more deeply. 

A. God created out of love and then sent love to our earth 

through Christ. Love was incarnated in the person of Jesus 

and is meant to ______ within each of us.   

B. Our ___________ – should we accept it – is to love.   
 

V. So then, friends, what must we do?  First and foremost – love.  

There is a ____________ inherent in our scripture for today.  

A. In fact it’s a _______________; Jesus said, "This is my 

_______________, that you love one another as I have 

loved you.”  

B. When we call ourselves Christian and embrace the idea that 

God is love, then to be Christian is to ____ love. 

C. It is _______ identity, it is ________ identity and it is 

_____ identity.  

 

Study Guide 

This study guide is designed for you to daily, throughout this next 

week, consider the lessons of today’s message and delve further into 

scripture that will enhance your growth as a Christian. 
 

Monday, February 15 
We hope that everyone enjoyed our True Love Connection theme this 

past Sunday.   Family is the basic unit of human connectedness in most 

faith communities; this is definitely true of Jesus’ time and the Jewish 

faith.  Family was responsible for and exerted the greatest effort in 

educating children.  Family was responsible for the religious education 

of children and their spiritual disciplines.  
 

How do you see families today bearing those responsibilities today? 

Pray that we can recapture the essence of faith in our families that will 

bear fruit for God’s kingdom.  Write your response here. 

 

 
 

Tuesday, February 16 

Read Isaiah 5:1-7 and Jeremiah 2:21.  These faithful prophets provided 

a symbol for the people of Israel and at the same time offered 

judgment upon Israel for turning away from God.  The lesson is clear.  

When we turn from God, we deny the life-giving connection between 

God and ourselves.  The result is that we can no longer bear fruit and 

be a blessing to others.  
 

Jesus’ claim to be the true vine offered the opportunity to reclaim that 

connection and once again become the “vineyard of the Lord.”  That is 

the truest purpose of Christ coming to earth: to reconnect wayward 

people to God and restore that relationship.  Pray that your relationship 

with God be rekindled, renewed and restored through the connection 

Jesus provides! 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 17 
Read John 15:1-12.  It’s important to remember that branches are fruit-

bearing, not fruit-making. Jesus said, “Just as the branch cannot bear 

fruit unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 

me … Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing” (Verses 4-5).  
 

Pastor Vince Antonucci wrote that one of our problems we have as 

Christians is we just have a relationship with Jesus Christ.  What we 

really need to do is abide in Jesus Christ and allow Jesus Christ to 

abide in us.  Antonucci is writing about the connection of the true vine 

and the branches!   
 

What do you need to do in order to keep your connection with Jesus?  

What spiritual discipline helps you most to abide in Christ?  Meditate 

on this and write your thoughts here.      


