
scriptures.  How does Paul’s doxology compare with the ones you 

read yesterday?  Paul’s doxology (Ephesians 3:20-21) provides a 

common thread for the messages beginning this past Sunday and 

will continue through February 14th.  Why might Paul’s doxology 

be meaningful for you?  Write your thoughts here.    

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 7 
Read Ephesians 3:14-21.  Paul has essentially been praying for the 

Ephesians, and for us, that God would grant us to be strengthened 

with power through the Holy Spirit so that we may have the 

strength, the ability, and the grace to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge. Paul prayed that our lives be transformed; 

that we would know and be amazed by God’s great love for us in 

Christ.  That’s a big prayer but the hopes and desires listed by 

Paul are not up to us to accomplish, rather, God will achieve these 

things for us.  In other words, God is able.  Beginning today, 

whenever you are feeling challenged, remember the words “God 

is able.”  Begin also today to memorize Ephesians 3:20-21.  Write 

any thoughts you have here.    

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, January 8 

As we end this first full week in January, it is not too late to make 

a new resolution or seek a new direction for your life.  Are you 

intrigued to memorize Ephesian 3:20-21?  Does the mantra, “God 

is Able.” inspire you?  Was there another doxology that would be 

more suited to your experience?  Consider this week’s devotions 

and these questions and write your answers here.   

 
 

Message Notes – January 3, 2020 
 

Doxology – God is Able* 

I. When you hear the word Doxology and are above a 

certain age, you probably think of the brief _______ I 

sang. 

A. Doxology is a literary device in ancient writings 

offering a majestic declaration of _______ to God. 

1. We find doxologies sprinkled throughout our 

scriptures. 

2. Doxology literally means the ______ of praise. 

B. Paul ends our passage for today with a doxology: 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us 

is ______ to accomplish abundantly far more than 

all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

1. This doxology is going to be a common ______ 

throughout the messages beginning this year. 

2. In fact, let me challenge you to _____________ 

these two verses. 

C. As we talk about issues that we will face this year, 

this doxology from Ephesians will be what it is in 

our scriptures – an ________________  ________ 

emphasizing these messages. 

II. Paul is writing to the Ephesians; but this letter is rather 

_______________. 

A. So this letter to the Ephesians is more of a 

theological _________. 

B. Paul has essentially been praying for the Ephesians 

and I believe for ____. 

C. Paul prays that God would strengthen us, all the 

more take up residence in our ______. 

D. Then Paul offers the doxology we already  

                                                 
*Ephesians 3:14-21 

 



considered; he conclude his prayer with a 

crescendo, ____________ symbols, a trumpet 

sound, a word of _______________ praise. 

E. Paul isn’t just praying for our spiritual growth and 

strength; Paul is letting us know that all this will be 

accomplished by _____.  In other words, God is 

able. 

1. There are two other places the Bible speaks of 

God as “the one who is able” – ________ 16:25 

and ______ 24. 

2. In Romans, God is able to establish you – that 

is, to make you ________; to keep you stable 

and _______. 

3. In Jude 24, God is the one who is able to keep 

you from ___________. 

III. As we enter into 2021, can we __________ a doxology 

through which we recognize that God is able? 

A. Can we receive the ____________ for which Paul 

prayed? 

B. While I am impressed with our ability to do life 

different, I wonder if we are any closer to resolving 

issues that have plagued our world for _________. 

C. We _______ do this on our own.  But God is able! 

D. Paul lays out what he does in verses 20 and 21 

because on the one hand, he doesn’t want the 

Ephesians or us to think that he’s asking too much 

of God; he doesn’t want them or us to have a 

________ view of God. 

 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  

 

Monday, January 4 
As we enter this first full week of January, you are probably 

returning to a more normal schedule of work and family life. As 

you return to your normal schedule, do all that you can to stay 

safe.  Yesterday we began a series of message titled Doxology.  

When you read or hear the word, Doxology, what do you think of 

or what image comes to your mind?  Depending on your age and 

religious background, it is possible that you have never heard of 

this word before.  Doxology literally means “a study of praise.”  

It’s typically a brief hymn of praise sung during a worship service.  

It’s been years since I’ve witnessed a Doxology sung during a 

worship service.  Much like Creeds, Silent Prayer and other 

elements of worship, we often do not sing a Doxology in modern 

worship.  What parts of worship do you miss?  Meditate on this 

idea of signing a brief hymn of praise during worship and write 

your thoughts here.  

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 5 

Often, when we hear the word Doxology, we think of these words: 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all 

creatures here below, Praise Him above the Heavenly host, Praise 

Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.” The purpose of this brief 

hymn of praise is to pause worship and have, at least for a 

moment, a time dedicated to the praise of God.  Doxologies are 

sprinkled throughout our scriptures.  Here are a few that you may 

find meaningful: I Chronicles 29:10-13, Psalm 19:1, Numbers 

6:22-26, I Corinthians 15:58, I Thessalonians 2:16-17 and Rev. 

1:5b-6.  Read these scriptures and see if they inspire you to praise 

our loving Creator.  Write your response to these scriptures here.  

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 6 
Read Ephesians 3:14-21.  Paul ends this passage with a doxology: 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to 

him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)  Yesterday, you 

had the opportunity to review other doxologies found in our   


