
customer is king society.  
 

How is it possible to move from self-centeredness to serving the 

needs of others?  A related question with the church community 

is, “Am I more of a consumer or contributor?”  Obviously, God 

through Paul calls each of us to be contributors.  Think about your 

natural tendencies and answer these questions.  How might you 

move towards being more of a contributor to God’s Kingdom 

work?  Write your ideas here.   

 

 

  

Thursday, August 19 
Read Romans 12:1-8.  Pay close attention to verses 4-8.  There are 

seven gifts mentioned, ways in which a person can contribute to 

the church’s mission and ministry. We are called to be 

transformed through the renewing of our minds.  That process of 

transformation is the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and there 

are four elements of that transformation.  The first two is to know 

and accept ourselves.  When we truly examine our lives and get to 

know ourselves, then we can work on accepting who we are and 

how to best utilize our gifts, talents and interest for God’s work.  

How well would you say you know yourself?  Be honest!  Don’t 

let pride or self-demeaning thinking sway your thoughts.  How 

well do you accept yourself?  Think about these questions and 

write your response here.       

 

 

 

Friday, August 20 

Read Romans 12:1-8.  Once we know and accept ourselves, then 

we can begin to appreciate the gifts that come from God and how 

we can use them for the common good of our community and the 

world.  What are your gifts?  How can they be of service in the 

church?  How can your hands become the hands that the Holy 

Spirit is looking for?  May you (and your hands) be blessed so that 

the needs of others can be met; for God’s glory and your benefit in 

blessing others.  Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for the opportunity 

to impact the lives of others!   

Message Notes – August 15, 2021 
 

Life Changing Decisions – Serve
*
 

I. Look at your hands; our hands are amazing in 

____________ and physiology. 

A. Our hands facilitate and make ______ the decisions 

we make in life. 

B. Our best decisions are usually more ____________ 

to make; we may struggle with issues of safety and 

comfort verses what seems risky and uncertain. 

C. I belief the decisions we make are connected with 

our __________. 

D. When we seek God’s will and use our gifts, 

abilities and talents for God’s ______________, 

our decisions have three other things in common. 

E. We will discover that God is also asking us to 

________ others, __________ with community 

and _______ God with the outcome. 

II. All of us have the capacity to be self-_____________. 

A. Part of this series of messages on Life Changing 

Decisions involves the _________ we live and 

share with others. 

B. Sally didn’t ____________ her own needs while 

she worked with TOPS, but rather her needs were 

met through her service, connecting and trusting. 

III. One of the characteristics of Paul’s letters is he ends 

them with ____________ advice. 

A. When he talks about the presentation of our bodies 

as a living sacrifice, Paul is suggesting an 

______________ and almost scandalous teaching. 

B. The Romans believed that our ___________ are 

dishonorable. 

C. Paul, as his Jewish heritage would support, 

believed to present our bodies as a living sacrifice 

                                                 
*Romans 12:1-8 



is to do the will of God in the physical world which 

is our _____________ worship. 

D. The Greek root word translated as “worship” is 

latreuō which means “to _____ for hire or pay.” 

E. ___________ is the he work of the people! 

IV. Our giftedness is not about ___ – it’s about God’s 

work through the living body of Christ. 

A. Our giftedness is for the greater good of the 

_____________ of believers. 

B. Our transformation is then all about the 

transformation of the ________. 

C. That _________  of transformation is marked by 

four elements.  

1. First, ___________ ourselves. 

2. Second, we should _________ ourselves. 

3. Third, we must recognize and embrace the idea 

that our ________________ comes from God. 

4. Finally, Paul makes the point that our gifts are 

to be used for the _________ ______ of the 

community. 

D. The moment you choose to serve others, to put 

their _______ first; that moment will determine the 

kind of stories we will someday tell! 
 

Daily Devotional Guide  
The following is a daily devotional and study guide meant  

to enhance your understanding of the message  

and grow as a Christian.   

It is offered for your personal reflection or to share with others.  
 

Monday, August 16 
The message began with a quote from a novel written in 1913 by 

Alexander Fitzgerald Irvine, an author and minister. The heroine 

of the novel goes to a neighbor mourning the loss of a loved one, 

and comforting her, puts her hand on her head and says: “God 

takes a hand whenever he can find it and just does what he likes 

with it. Sometimes he takes a bishop's hand and lays it on a child's 

head in benediction. And then he takes the hand of a doctor to 

relieve the pain, the hand of a mother to guide a child. And 

sometimes he takes the hand of a poor old creature like me to give 

comfort to a neighbor. But they're all hands touched by his Spirit, 

and his Spirit's everywhere lookin' for hands to use.” 
 

What do you think about the statement, “they're all hands touched 

by his Spirit, and his Spirit's everywhere lookin' for hands to use?”  

Mow might God be using your hands to do God’s work in the 

world?  For what greater purposes would God use your hands?  

Meditate on the quote form Irvine’s novel and these questions.  

Write your thoughts here.    

 

 

 

Tuesday, August 17 

We’ve focus on the decisions to Start, Stop, Stay and Go these 

past four weeks.  In this past Sunday’s message we learned that 

God ask is also asking us to serve others, connect with community 

and trust God with the outcome.  These three actions are pathways 

through which we grow closer to God and transform our lives in 

the same way Start, Stop, Stay and Go decisions facilitate spiritual 

growth.  Serving, connecting and trusting are naturally woven into 

our best decisions and are intrinsic to our identity as followers of 

Jesus. Do you see the connections between serving, connecting 

and trusting God?  How do those connections affect the decision 

you make on a daily basis?  How do they affect the larger, most 

critical decisions in your life?  Meditate on these three tasks and 

ask for God’s guidance for how God is calling you to serve, 

connect and trust.  Write your ideas here.   

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 18 
Read Romans 12:1-8.  Clearly Paul is writing that we should give 

fully of our lives in service to God’s purposes on earth. Pastor 

Jack mentioned that we humans are self-centered by nature, which 

is supported and propagated by our consumer-driven, the   


