
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

August 7, 2022 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
8:30 am and 10:30 am 

 
Pastor Jeff Ziegler, Preaching 

 

Christ Lutheran Community Church 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

 



Introduction to Today’s Texts 
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s 
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” 
of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the 
promises of God. Have no fear. 

 

GATHERING     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

 
WELCOME AND PRELUDE 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors.Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens, ELW 771 

 



 

GREETING 
From the earliest centuries of Christianity, this ancient prayer (Kyrie Eleison or Lord 
Have Mercy) and hymn of praise (Gloria) have been used to gather the people of God 
for worship, expressing both our need for God’s peace (shalom) and our gratitude for 
God’s saving mercy. 

  
Alleluia!  The Spirit of the Lord is upon you!  God’s Spirit is upon us indeed!  
Alleluia. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 



  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open 
our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever 
you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD     God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song . 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 15:1-6 
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and 
that his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, 
and through this faith he is considered righteous. 
 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord 
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a 
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, 
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 



5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you 
are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he 
believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 33:12-22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECOND READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16people of 
God enact in every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face 
an unknown future and to receive the promise of God. 
 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible. 
 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith 
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 



tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he 
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, 
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” 
 
13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on 
the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that 
is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he 
has prepared a city for them. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
Alleluia. Keep awake | and be ready,* for you do not know on what day your | Lord is 
coming. Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 44) 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 12:32-40 
Please Stand.  By tradition, we stand during the readings of the Gospel remembering 
that they speak of Christ, who is the center of our faith.    



The holy gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. 
Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready 
to receive from God and to give to others. 
 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes 
near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also 
. 
35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for 
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 
39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Blessed Assurance, ELW 638 



 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your 
steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you 
especially, Nettie, Darryl, Penny, Marian, Jack, Claude, Eveline, Mary Ellen, the 
family of Derrick Goods, Isaiah, Marie Claire, Pat, Howard, Ben, Rene, Louise, 
Kathryn, Doreen, Barbara, Joan, Cecelia, Carrie, Marie Josie, Carolyn, Mariah, Dawn, 
Richard, Maria, Misha, Tony, Peggy and Dianne. Renew us at your table of mercy. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Bless those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially David Shaheen. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
PEACE   
The peace of the Lord be with you always.    
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING  

All who wish to support the ministries of the church here in Upper Darby and 
around the world are invited to place their offering in the basket at the back of the 
church as they leave.  Those who gather online are invited to make contributions by 
mail or internet.  We pray in thanksgiving for all God enables us to do.   

Offering Prayer 
 
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good 
of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST 

Sharing the Lord’s Supper is how we celebrate the presence of the risen Christ 
among us. Christ shared this meal with his disciples before laying down his life for 
them. After Christ’s resurrection, his disciples have continued to break bread and 
share the cup as a way of receiving Christ and participating in his Body. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 



 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should …And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

  
 The pastor now recounts God’s saving acts.  

 
…Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. The earth is full of your glory. 
  
…Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. The earth is full of your glory. 
  
Amen, and amen. Amen, and amen. 
 
After the pastor has recounted God’s saving acts, all are invited to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.   



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who desire to commune with Christ through the sharing of this meal are invited 
to come forward and receive the blessed bread and the wine.   When receiving 
Communion, extend your hand, palm up, to receive the wafer of bread; to receive 
the wine (through intinction) dip the wafer into the chalice.  If you would like to 
receive a blessing instead of the Lord’s Supper, approach the altar with your arms 
crossed over your chest. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 
your mercy.  Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all 
may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

SENDING     God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

 
BLESSING  

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show 
you the path of life this day and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing, ELW 545 



DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 
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