
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen 
Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new 
people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens 
of love. 
  

 
May 15, 2022 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

8:30 am and 10:30 am 
Christ Lutheran Community Church 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
 

Pastor Joe Varsayni - Preaching 



GATHERING     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

  

WELCOME   
 
PRELUDE   

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 
us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.  
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.  
Your waters are below us, around us, above us:  
our life is born in you. You are the fountain of resurrection.  
 
Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood,  
Hagar discovers your well.  
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock.  
Naaman washes away his leprosy, and the Samaritan woman will never 
be thirsty again. 
 
At this font, holy God, we pray praise to you for the water of baptism and for your 
Word that saves us in this water.  
Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation.  
Illumine our days. Enlivened our bones.  
Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.  
 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 



GATHERING SONG  Now All the Vaults of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 
  

 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Song of Praise  Now the Feast and Celebration – ELW 167 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our 
hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know 
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD     God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song . 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 11:1-18 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members 
of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in 
Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close 
to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 
birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them 
and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 
Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 
saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us 
at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 
leads to life.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM PSALM 148 

 

SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-67 
 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us 
already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. 
Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 



 
5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
Alleluia. Everyone will know that you are | my disciples* if you have love for | one 
another. Alleluia. (John 13:35) 

  

GOSPEL:  John 13:31-35 
 
The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, 
Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to 
death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 
 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I 
am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! - ELW 377 
 



  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 



 
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress especially Nettie, Darryl, 
Penny, Marian, Claude, Eveline, Mary Ellen, Samuel, Isaiah, Pat, Howard, Ben, Rene, 
Louise, Kathryn, Doreen, Barbara, Joan, Andrea, Carrie, Marie Josie, Carolyn, 
Mariah, Dawn, Richard, Jacob and Willa, Theo, Misha, Tony, Peggy, Dianne and 
Reggie.  As Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing 
despair and great need. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bless those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially Ethel Maule, Prince 
Cooper, and Paul Schmellick.  
Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

 
PEACE   
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.    
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING  

All who wish to support the ministries of the church here in Upper Darby and 
around the world are invited to place their offering in the basket at the back of 
the church as they leave.  Those who gather online are invited to make 
contributions by mail or internet.  We pray in thanksgiving for all God enables 
us to do.   

Offering Prayer 
 
Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us 
your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST 

Sharing the Lord’s Supper is how we celebrate the presence of the risen Christ 
among us. Christ shared this meal with his disciples before laying down his life for 
them. After Christ’s resurrection, his disciples have continued to break bread and 
share the cup as a way of receiving Christ and participating in his Body. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and seas and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

  
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 



The earth is full of your glory. 
  
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
 
After the pastor has recounted God’s saving acts, all are invited to pray: 
  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 



bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.   
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
 
All who desire to commune with Christ through the sharing of this meal are 
invited to come forward and receive the blessed bread and the wine.   When 
receiving Communion, extend your hand, palm up, to receive the wafer of bread; 
to receive the wine (through intinction) dip the wafer into the chalice.  If you 
would like to receive a blessing instead of the Lord’s Supper, approach the altar 
with your arms crossed over your chest. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 



that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING     God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

 
BLESSING  
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of 

adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG – Next Page    Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing - ELW 

387 
 
DISMISSAL  
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 
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