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ORDER of WORSHIP – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021 
 

Gathering Music 
Words of Welcome and Announcements 

Bringing the Light of Christ 
A Time of Silence to Center Ourselves 

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 
Leader One: Our homes and our world are under siege with information: 
  Streaming and online platforms; social media and robocalls: 
  So much information often bearing too little wisdom.   
  Angry voices compelling hate; 
  Quiet voices counseling complacency; 
  Mechanical voices offering “deals”-- 
  Too much information!  Too little wisdom! 
 
People: Confusion surrounds us; Truth gets lost. 
 
Leader Two: We call out in our confusion: 
   
People: Where is your Wisdom, O God?   
  Where is the word that leads to life?  

 
Leader One: We remind ourselves of our ancient story: 
 
  John, Zachariah’s son, out in the desert at the time,  
  received a message from God.   
  He went all through the country around the Jordan River  
  preaching a baptism of life- change leading to forgiveness of sins,  
  as described in the words of Isaiah the prophet:   
  “…prepare God’s arrival! Make God’s road smooth and straight!” 

Luke 3: 2-4 
 
Leader Two: Let us light this second candle of Advent, a candle of Peace. 
  In its light, let us think, quietly and peacefully, about what voices  
  of true life-change and forgiveness  
  are speaking in our world right now.   
 
Leader One: Let this candle of Advent Peace shine in our hearts all week  
  And remind us to enter times of quiet and peace in order to listen,  
  through the noise of our lives, for the call to prepare for the Holy One.  
 
 

*HYMN Wade in the Water Chalice Hymnal #371 



Repeat after each verse:  “Wade in the water, wade in the water, children,  
        wade in the water, God’s a going to trouble the water. 
 

1.  See that host all dressed in white, God’s a-going to trouble the water; 
The leader looks like the Israelite, God’s a-going to trouble the water. 
 

2.  See that band all dressed in red, God’s a-going to trouble the water; 
Looks like the band that Moses led, God’s a-going to trouble the water; 
 

3.  Look over yonder, what do I see?  God’s a-going to trouble the water; 
The Holy Ghost a-coming on me, God’s a-going to trouble the water. 
 

4.  If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed, God’s a-going to trouble the water. 
 Just follow me down to Jordan’s stream, God’s a-going to trouble the water.” 
 
SCRIPTURE     Luke 3:1-18 

 
MESSAGE Rev. Sara marean 
 
LITANY TO END RACISM—a prayer by Alydia Smith 
One:  God of peace, 
give us the courage, strength and perseverance needed, 
to challenge the systems of racism, 
so that we can clear a path for your justice, peace, and equity. 
 
All: We believe racism is present 
in our society and in our church, 
and throughout time has manifested itself in many forms and in varying degrees. 
 
One: We know racism is alive 
in our language and in our structures, 
and through our systems it actively works to deconstruct your glorious design, 
blocking the path to justice, equity, and peace that Jesus brings. 
 
All: Racism exists, and it challenges the gospel message that we cry. 
 
One: We cry abundant life for all, 
knowing that we are slowly being suffocated by the pervasive evil of racism: 
                some of us are choking; 
                some of us cannot breathe; 
                some of us are dead. 
 
All: We cry peace, 
knowing that we are the instruments of God’s peace 
and that such peace cannot exist without justice, equity, compassion, and God’s grace. 
 



One: We cry Emmanuel, God with us, 
knowing that to God, every life matters—God is with all people— 
even though as a community and as a society 
we have stated through our actions that some lives matter more than others. 
 
All: Compassionate One, 
Help us to understand how racism finds life in our hearts and in our cries. 
In this time of tense anticipation, 
may we commit ourselves to be people of your way 
crying and creating a path for justice, equity, and peace 
for all people in this wilderness of hatred and racism.  Amen.   
 
*HYMN “Comfort, Comfort You My People”  CHALICE HYMNAL #122 

Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God; 
Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load.   
Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.   
 

For the herald’s voice is calling in the desert far and near, 
Bidding us to make repentance since the reign of God is here. 
O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting.   
 

Make you straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain; 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 
For the glory of our God now o’er earth is shed abroad; 
And all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken.   

 
MORNING PRAYERS 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer 

Our *  …. who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen 
*We have come to know God by many different names and images. Please use the one which speaks from your 
heart today.(e.g. Father, Mother, Creator, God…) 

 
Prayer Response Hymn  #658   Restless Weaver  (Verse 4) 

   Restless Weaver, still conceiving new life now and yet to be. 
   Binding all your vast creation in one living tapestry. 
   You have called us to be weavers. Let your love Guide all we do. 
   With your Reign of Peace our pattern, we will weave your world anew.  

 

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS 



Invitation and Offertory 
*Doxology  

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise God all creatures here below.  
   Praise God for all that love has done, 
   Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.         Amen 

 
*Prayer of Dedication   

Covenantal God, we live into your promise to make our rough ways smooth 
      With each gift we grind. 
      With each talent we sand. 
      With each act we polish. 
We have not smoothed our ways yet, 
Hopeful One, but with your faithful guidance, we will yet, O God. We will yet.  Amen.   

 
MEETING AND VOTE TO BECOME A ‘RACIAL JUSTICE CHURCH’ 

First Congregational Church of Wilmot, U.C.C. 
Racial Justice Covenant 

 

…and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8) 

All humankind is created in God’s image, and each of us is a beloved child of God. The presence of 
inequality and racism embedded in our systems harms God’s creation. As followers of Jesus, we are 
called to confront and heal the racial injustices that separate humanity from God’s will and God’s kingdom. 

We, the First Congregational Church of Wilmot, UCC commit to: walking humbly in a continuous journey of 
learning about past and present racism and inequality; challenging race-based injustice to change cycles 
of oppression: becoming allies with Black, indigenous and all people of color; and reaching out to 
collaborate with local and distant community partners. 

We covenant to allow our deep sorrow about the evil of racism to sustain our passion to work toward 
justice and equality for all God’s people. 

 

 

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
HYMN “I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table” Chalice #424 

“I’m gonna eat at the welcome table, 
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table, Allelu. 
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table, 
I’m gonna eat at the welcome table Allelu. 
 

I’m gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, 
I’m gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Allelu. 
I’m gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, 
I’m gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Allelu. 
 

I’m gonna join with sisters, brothers, 



I’m gonna join with sisters, brothers, Allelu. 
I’m gonna join with sisters, brothers, 
I’m gonna join with sisters, brothers, Allelu.” 

 
INVITATION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: O God, You have promised to make pathways straight so your people may walk in joyful safety. 
But in our arrogance, we create dangerous roads, secret ways based on privilege, which suit human 
standards, not yours. 
All: Forgive us. 
One: You promise a way of justice and equity so that all may dwell in peace. 
But the valley between rich and poor has become an impassible chasm: 
We punish the poor. We make them sicker. We make them hungrier. 
All: Forgive us. 
One: God, you rescued your children from the hands of their oppressors and called all of them to 
delight in your glory on the level path which leads home. 
But we oppress our siblings, claiming “crooked” means not straight, not white, not male, not cis. 
All: Forgive us for these corruptions of your good Word. 
Come again! Make our hearts alive with your truth! 
 
Silence 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Hear this gracious promise: The One who began good work among you will bring it to completion 
through the ways and love of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God, who sees our flaws and loves us into doing 
better.  Amen.   

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
HYMN “LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING” CHALICE #631 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Holy Creator, Bread of Life, Everlasting Salvation, 
A light shines in the night and the night will not overcome it. 
In this meal we have been replenished and strengthened,  
the light of your love rekindled within.  
We will be bold to carry this light into the world.  
Thank you for reviving your spirit within us. 



You are the source of our peace, the source of our love, the source of our hope and the 
source of our joy. 

Thank you Creator  
Thank you Christ  
Thank you Spirit               Amen.  

 
 

* CLOSING CIRCLE and COMMISSIONING ONE ANOTHER 
Go into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION  followed by  SUNG RESPONSE  “Alleluia!” 
 

POSTLUDE  
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome in this Open and Affirming congregation of the 

United Church of Christ. 

 
UP-COMING EVENTS 

 

Every Sunday 
  at 9:15 – Choir rehearsal.  New singers welcome. 
  at 10  - worship in the sanctuary (masks required, social distancing as much as possible) 
 

Today is the deadline for ordering poinsettias or contributing to The Innocence Project.  See Lucy 

Mueller to place your order. 

 Racial Justice Sunday and discussion of Covenant during worship 

 4 p.m.  Spiral Walk will be held outdoors in the carriage shed 
 
Monday, Dec. 6 – 6 p.m – Budget Committee via zoom. 
   

Tuesday, Dec. 7 – Church Organizing Comm.  meets at 10 a.m. 

   Deacons meet at 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, Dec. 12  - New members will be received into our fellowship. If you’re interested in 

learning more about our church or in becoming a member, please see Rev. Sara. 

 

After worship, a Christmas Pageant rehearsal will take place.  If you’d like to play a part, the 

children and Nancy would love to have you join them! 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 14 – Parish Comm. meets at 9:30 
 

Sunday, Dec. 19 – The Christmas Pageant will be performed during worship. 

 The Christmas Offering, which supports retired clergy, will be taken. 



 
Friday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve service will be held at 5 p.m.  Reservations must be made by clicking 
on the button on the eNewsletter or by speaking to a Deacon. 
 

 
 

Details on programs and meetings as well as links to Zoom meetings can be found in the weekly 

newsletter or on the church website: wilmotucc.org 
,  

 

 

Visit us on the church website: www.wilmotucc.org and on Facebook 

USPS Address:  P.O.Box 204, Wilmot 03287   For GPS:  19 N. Wilmot Rd.  526-7715 

 
Ministers……………………………....….Members and Friends of the Congregation 
Christian Education Director………...………………………….….....Nancy Allenby 
Moderator……………………...…………………….……..…..……..…Paul Fenton 
Deacon of the Month.…...……………..………………………….…Paul Wentworth         
Pastor…………..……………………….……….…….........….……Rev. Sara Marean 
Pastor’s cell: 603-548-4838……………………………..……saramarean@yahoo.co 

 
 

 

http://www.wilmotucc.org/

