
December 5, 2021 Worship Sermon 
"Prepare the Way of the Lord" 
Delivered by Rev. Stephen Keiser 

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6; 

 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled,   and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low.” 
 
Does anyone remember driving on the Admiral Wilson Boulevard before the year 2000? 
 
For those of you who are unfamiliar with it, the Admiral Wilson Boulevard is the main thoroughfare 
running through the city of Camden.  It starts at the base of the Ben Franklin Bridge and connects to some 
of the major highways of southern New Jersey.  Before the year 2000, it was one of the seediest roadways 
in the country.  Every foot of it was chocked full of strip clubs and liquor stores and cheap motels that 
would rent you a room by the hour.  I wanted to show you a picture of it, but a photograph that really 
captured the character of the road would not be appropriate for general audiences.  Suffice it to say, unless 
you were traveling to one of these businesses along the Admiral Wilson Boulevard, you probably wanted to 
drive through it as quickly as possible. 
 
Something happened to the Admiral Wilson Boulevard in the year 2000.  That year, the city of Philadelphia 
hosted the Republican National Convention.  People would be traveling to the region from all over the 
country.  And the good people of New Jersey realized that some of the conventioneers might want to 
travel from Philly to New Jersey, maybe to go down to the shore or up to New York City.  And they also 
realized that perhaps the Admiral Wilson Boulevard would not give the rest of the country the best first 
impression of the State of New Jersey.  So, they decided to clean things up.  Governor Christie Todd 
Whitman sounded the alarm: “Prepare the way of the Republicans!”  They tore down all the strip clubs and 
seedy motels.  They resurfaced the road and eliminated two very dangerous traffic circles.   
 
It really didn’t take long for them to accomplish all of this and when they were done, the transformation 
was amazing.  The first time I drove on it, I thought I made a wrong turn.  Now, instead of driving past 
seedy motels, the Boulevard passes along a beautiful park surrounding the Cooper River.  I never even 
knew there was a river running through the city of Camden.  You couldn’t see it through all the grit.  And 
now, when you drive on the Admiral Wilson Boulevard, instead of rushing to get past it as quickly as 
possible, you might be tempted to take your time and stop along the way.  In the process of preparing the 
Boulevard for the Republican convention, they ended up making the area around it a nicer place to live.  
The Boulevard became a destination: a place to go instead of a place to get through. 
 
“Prepare the way!”  That message calls out to us from three of our scripture readings this morning.  
Prepare the way, not for the Republicans, but for the Lord.  What it means to prepare the way of the Lord 
is worth considering.  Just as with the Admiral Wilson Boulevard, preparing the way might mean making 
some changes to the road.  It might mean filling in some potholes and tearing down some eye sores.   
 
In Isaiah, where the command to prepare the way of the Lord first appears, the way being described was a 
highway through the wilderness.  The people of God were in exile in Babylon, far from their home.  But 
God was about to come to God’s people and lead them back to Jerusalem.  God would prepare a highway 
through the wilderness, and all the obstacles along the way, the mountains that they had to climb and the 
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valleys that they had to traverse, all of these obstacles would give way.  For Isaiah, the call to prepare the 
way was a message of hope.  God would come to God’s people and lead them home. 
 
For John the Baptist, preparing the way of the Lord meant repenting, turning away from sin and turning 
toward God.  As a way of demonstrating this repentance, he invited the people of God to join him in 
retracing the journey through the wilderness, across the Jordan River, and into the Promised Land.   
 
If preparing the way of the Lord means preparing for God to come among us, it might feel like we can 
never be fully prepared.  Can I ever repent enough to receive God?  If my life looks more like the Admiral 
Wilson Boulevard pre-2000, can I really clean it up enough to make it ready for God? 
 
We can be thankful that God comes among us whether we are prepared or not.  Jesus, the Son of God, 
didn’t wait for the world to be perfect before he was willing to be born into it.  And when God comes 
among us, God prepares the way.  God tears down the spiritual blight that prevents us from accessing the 
river of life.  God fills in the spiritual potholes, healing the wounds we carry within us.  Today, we gather in 
hope that God is coming among us with liberation and with healing. 
 
The first Christians referred to their life as “The Way.”  They knew that Christ would come among them, 
so they decided to follow in his way.  And in the process, their lives were transformed, kind of like the 
Admiral Wilson Boulevard post-2000.  They no longer followed the idols that promised life, but led to 
death.  They turned from the violence that was as pervasive in the Roman world as it is in our world today.  
They practiced forgiveness, rather than retaliation.  They loved each other and built their relationships 
around justice.  As these early Christians followed in the way of Jesus, their lives improved.  Other people 
saw how they lived and they wanted to join them on the way.  The Christian community grew and 
prospered.   
 
The way of Jesus is the way of life.  Because God has prepared this way into our world, we can join Isaiah, 
and John the Baptist, and all the followers of Christ in living lives that are free and abundant.   

 


