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Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 

 
This morning at 7:20am, NASA launched into space what will be the most powerful observatory ever built.  The James Webb 
Space Telescope will be able to see far deeper into space than even the Hubble Space Telescope.  For the last thirty years, the 
Hubble Telescope, has enabled scientists to see almost to the edge of the universe.  We can see stars and galaxies that were 
formed just 400 million years after the Big Bang, which in cosmic time is the wink of an eye.  The Hubble Telescope has 
revolutionized our understanding of the universe and helped us unravel mysteries like black holes and supernova.  With the 
James Webb Telescope, scientists hope to see even further into space, which means seeing even further back in time.  They 
hope to glimpse light that has been traveling for almost 14 billion years.  And by peering so far into the distance, they hope to 
see what the universe looked like just a hundred million years after the big bang… eons before the earth was formed… long 
before the first stars and galaxies came into being.  Putting this in terms of Biblical imagery, scientists hope to glimpse into the 
very first day of creation, just after God spoke light into being and separated the light from the darkness.  Imagine the glorious 
mysteries one can behold with a telescope like this.   
 
But I wonder, as powerful as this telescope is, can it give us a vision of what matters most to us human beings?  Can the James 
Webb Telescope enable us to see love, or forgiveness, or compassion, or generosity, or kindness?  Can it answer the questions 
of suffering, and grief, and injustice?  To see what matters most, we need a different kind of instrument and a different kind of 
sight. 
 
All of our readings this morning focus on seeing.  Isaiah tells us that “all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our 
God.”  In Hebrews, we read that Jesus is the “reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being.”  And in 
John we have the famous passage, “The word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory.”  These 
scriptures tell us that we can see the glory of God. 
 
The most powerful telescope ever invented may not help us to see what matters most.  But what matters most has been 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  The glorious mysteries of God have been revealed to us in him.  Jesus Christ is God in human 
flesh and in him we see God’s love, and forgiveness, and compassion, and kindness.   
 
So, if you want to behold God’s glory, look around you right now.  You will see something more glorious than a supernova… 
more unfathomable than a black hole.  When Jesus Christ enters human flesh, God’s glory is revealed.  When the Word 
becomes flesh in you, God’s glory is revealed.  God has become human so that what is human can become divine. 
 
If you are feeling down about yourself, remember that God honors you so much that God is willing to become flesh in you.  
God wants to become visible in you.  God wants to reveal God’s glory through you.   
 
We are surrounded by a world of anxious people who have lost hope… people who no longer see God’s glory in human flesh.  
As God’s glory has been revealed to us in Jesus Christ, so let us reveal that glory to those who have no hope, so that all the 
ends of the earth will see the salvation of God. 
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