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Jeremiah 31:7-9; Psalm 126; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52 

 

Jesus asked the blind man, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
 
Does that question sound familiar to anyone?  If you were here last week, you heard Jesus ask this same question of 
his disciples. James and John.  “What do you want me to do for you?”  You also heard their response.  They asked 
Jesus, “Let us be in charge when you come into your glory.”  I think many of us agreed that their request was 
presumptuous and inappropriate, especially coming on the tail of Jesus’ third prediction of his crucifixion.  Jesus 
had just told the disciples that he was going to die and two of them come up to him and say, “Well, can we be your 
second and third in command?”   At least they were being honest, right?  What they wanted was power. 
 
Today, Jesus asks the same question, “What do you want me to do for you?” of a blind beggar.  This is not 
someone in the inner circle of disciples.  He’s on the margin.  And judging from the reaction of the people around 
him, he must also have seemed presumptuous and inappropriate, because they tell him to be quiet.  But Jesus hears 
the blind man crying out and calls him over. 
 
This morning, as we were gathering for worship, we prayed the prayer of the blind man: “Lord, have mercy.”  For 
the peace of the whole world and the well-being of the church of God, let us pray to the Lord, “Lord, have mercy.”  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, “Lord have mercy.”   
So. since all of us began our worship calling out to Christ, begging for the same mercy as Bartimaeus, you might 
consider that Jesus is posing to you the same question that he posed to the blind man: “What do you want me to do 
for you?” 
 
Now, just speaking from my own experience, I have learned how to answer this question in an appropriate manner.  
I don’t want to be presumptuous like James and John, so I don’t always ask Jesus for what I really want.   I have 
learned to ask Jesus for noble things, like world peace, wise leaders, and healing for others.  But maybe we should 
learn a lesson from the honesty of James and John.  Jesus didn’t criticize them for being presumptuous; he just told 
them they didn’t know what they were asking for.   
 
Maybe not right here and now, but maybe when you are praying in the silence of your own home, it’s not a bad idea 
to look into your heart and listen to the cries that are coming out of the depth of your being.  What is it that you 
want?  Are you lonely, or sad, or frustrated, or angry, or grateful?  Be honest with God about what is in your heart 
and then listen to what God might be saying to you about your deepest needs.   
 
Next week, we will observe Reformation Sunday.  October 31st is the day that Martin Luther began a period of 
reforming the church and calling it back to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  One of Martin Luther’s central teachings 
was the priesthood of all believers.  That means that every one of you has direct access to God; that God listens to 
the cries of your hearts.  You don’t have to mask your needs and desires behind a clerical collar.  You don’t have to 
make them sound dignified and holy.  God sees you just as you are.  God wants to make you whole.   
 
Having said that, I do want to spend some time looking at this blind man, because there’s something more going on 
here than just a healing story.  Bartimaeus is the only healed person in the whole Gospel of Mark who is identified 
by name.  His means “Son of Timaeus.”  Timaeus was not a common name in Jesus’ time and it was certainly not a 
name a Jewish man would give to his son.  It was a Greek name and a very specific Greek name at that.  Timaeus 
was the name of a character that the philosopher Plato wrote about. 
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In Plato’s work, Timaeus sings on and on about the glories of vision.  According to Timaeus, vision is what saves us 
from ignorance.  With our eyes we can look up and see the eternal realm of the heavens… a world where nothing 
changes… where there is no suffering and no death.  Salvation happens when we pattern our lives on the 
unchanging nature of the stars in the sky rather than on the passions and gyrations of life in this world.  Forget 
about suffering and death, Timaeus would say.  It’s an illusion.  Put your trust in that which never changes. 
 
Now that does sound a bit like the Christian gospel.  When we sing that wonderful hymn, “O God Our Help in 
Ages Past,” we sing, “Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, from everlasting you are God, to 
endless years the same.”  There is something very comforting about the idea that no matter how much life here in 
this world changes, God in heaven is always the same.  But that is not the picture of God that we are given in the 
Gospel of Mark.  In the very first chapter, we see God tearing open the heavens to come down upon Jesus in his 
baptism.  And when Jesus is nailed to the cross, the heavens are shaken and the sun in the sky turns black.   
 
The God whom we encounter in the Gospel of Mark is not an unmoved-mover, like the God of the Greek 
philosophers.  Mark’s God is a God who is active in the world, who turns the world upside down in order to save 
those who are perishing.   
 
So it’s very significant that in this story the son of Timaeus should be blind.  According to Plato’s Timaeus, that 
would make him a lost cause, someone with no hope for salvation.  He belongs on the margin and those who tried 
to quiet him were justified.  Why should the Son of God concern himself with a hopeless case like this blind beggar? 
 
For Jesus to reach out to Bartimaeus was as revolutionary as Martin Luther saying that God accepts sinners just as 
they are.  In order to make sense of it, you have to turn your whole understanding of God and the universe upside 
down.  We don’t save ourselves by finding some ladder into the heavens that will enable us to climb above the hoi 
polloi and dwell with God and the saints.  God saves us by climbing down onto the ladder of the cross, by sharing 
the fullness of human suffering and death, and by filling it with the healing power of compassion.   
 
On his deathbed, Luther’s final words were, “We are beggars every one.”  Like Bartimaeus, Luther recognized that 
there was nothing he could do to save himself.  And so he was bold to throw off the cloak of his self-sufficiency 
and reach out to Jesus in faith, trusting in him for salvation.  We are beggars every one, but we have a God who 
listens to the cries of beggars and heals them. 
 
Let us pray: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on us, so that we may see you and follow you in the way of eternal 
life.”  Amen 

 


