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"Redemption is Drawing Near" 
Delivered by Rev. Stephen Keiser 

Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

 
“Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.” 
 
You’ve probably heard about the omicron variant, the new version of the coronavirus that has everyone in 
a state of alarm.  I read about it in the paper yesterday morning.  I always read the paper first thing in the 
morning.  I used to pray first thing in the morning, but then I realized there were just so many important 
things happening in the world, and I didn’t want to risk missing a single bit of news.  So now, the first 
thing I do when I wake up is unplug my cellphone and take it down to the kitchen table.  While I’m waiting 
for the tea kettle to boil, I open up the New York Times and see what I missed while I was asleep.  
Anyway, yesterday, I read about the omicron variant, plus some other articles the topic of which now 
escapes me.  After I was done reading the paper and started going about my day, I noticed I was in a bad 
mood.  I was being kind of snappy and grouchy with people.  And I wondered if my bad mood was 
because of this omicron variant.  Like couldn’t we just get a little reprieve from the bad news and enjoy our 
holidays without the threat of another wave of the pandemic looming over us?  And then I wondered if all 
the other angry people who I hear when I’m out and about, all the horn-honking drivers who zoom past 
me on Walnut Street, all the airline passengers throwing hissy fits, all the brutes brandishing their guns, I 
wonder if all of us are just burdened by a deep sense of hopelessness. 
 
Jesus warned his disciples to be prepared for times such as these.  There would be some bad days ahead, he 
told them.  But what he said next is kind of bizarre: When you see these things taking place, stand up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.  When you see distress among the nations and 
the powers of heaven shaken, don’t lose hope.  In the midst of all these threatening events, God is working 
to redeem the world.  What’s especially bizarre about what Jesus is saying is that he is saying this just days 
before he will be crucified.  Jesus had every reason to faint from fear.  But in the midst of all that was 
about to happen, he chose to live in hope.   
 
Jesus had such confidence in the God of Life, that even when it looked like the world was about to go to 
Hell, he encouraged his disciples to see the God of Life working in the midst of the chaos.  Jesus trusted 
that the God who would raise him from death would also lead humanity through the chaos and the trauma 
into eternal life.  God will get you through this, Jesus told his disciples.  And in the end, you will be 
redeemed.   
 
When I realized that all the bad news was making me angry and grouchy, I decided not to give into it.   
Maybe, starting the day with the newspaper instead of prayer was not such a good idea.  I asked God to 
empower me to live in the same hope that sustained Jesus.  Instead of grumbling my way through the day, 
I made it a point to acknowledge the people I passed on the sidewalk and approach people with a 
preemptive smile.  And when I started doing this, I noticed something really surprising.  I noticed that 
other people were doing the same thing.  I noticed other people being kind and courteous and loving.  I 
think these people were there all along; I was just so caught up in my stress that I failed to notice them.  
But in the midst of all the nastiness, there are some really grace-filled people out there.   
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Jesus tells the disciples to take a lesson from the fig tree: look at the buds and you will know that summer 
is near.  We always read this passage in November or December and I love this reminder that even as we 
are about to enter the coldest months of the year, you can look at the branches of the trees and see the 
buds of next year’s leaves growing.  Spring is coming!  It will be here before you know it.   
 
Jesus encourages his disciples to look for signs of hope in the world around them.  What better sign of 
hope than a baptism?  Baptism is a way of linking our future to the God of life.  Actually, today we not 
only have one baptism; we have three.  Plus, we have a young woman who is affirming her baptism: Joanita 
Mensah.  Plus, we have a woman who is joining this congregation after many years of participating in it: 
Clara Adams.  Five people, in five very different stages of life, all affirming their hope in the God of life.   
 
When you see these things taking place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.   
 


