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Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 

 

And the Lord God said, “It is not good that the human should be alone.” 
 
Facebook has been in the news once again over the past few weeks.  Apparently, they were hoping to start 
a new version of Instagram oriented toward children under 13.  Their plans blew up, however, when the 
Wall Street Journal published a series of articles about the harmful impact that Instagram was having on 
the emotional lives of teenagers.  What was even more embarrassing for Facebook was the revelation that 
their own researchers were aware of the harmful effects of Instagram, but they refused to make changes to 
the platform because they worried these changes would reduce the amount of time kids spent on 
Instagram.  In other words, Facebook executives opted for profits rather than the health and well-being of 
children.   Facebook execs defend themselves by saying that all they are doing is providing a means for 
people to connect with each other.  If people behave in a harmful or toxic way, don’t blame Facebook… 
blame people.   
 
I’m picking on Facebook, but the fact is, Facebook is popular because it responds to a deep need in every 
human being: the need to connect with other human beings.  And Facebook is problematic because, as 
much as we human beings long to be in relationship, we just aren’t very good at it. 
 
Our need to be in relationship - and the problems we have being in relationship - these are themes running 
through our readings this morning.  In Genesis, after God creates the first human from the dust of the 
earth, God observes, “it is not good for the human being to be alone.”  Those words sound alarming after 
reading through the creation story in Genesis chapter 1, where God looks at everything that God creates 
and observes again and again, “It is good… it is good… it is very good.”  The only time God creates 
something and says it is not good is when God creates a solitary human being… because we were created 
to be in community.  The very first thing that threatened the harmony and beauty of the world that God 
created was not sin or disobedience, but isolation.  So, in order to make each of us healthy and happy as 
human beings, God knits us into a network of relationships.   
 
This perspective on relationships stands behind Jesus’ teachings on divorce.  The question that the 
Pharisees pose to Jesus represented a huge debate that was taking place in Judaism at the time of Jesus… a 
debate that was as controversial then as it is now.  Is there a biblical basis for divorce?  At first glance, 
Jesus simply says no to the possibility of divorce.   
 
But there is a profound innovation in Jesus’ response.  The Pharisees quote the law of Moses and, 
according to that, a man could dispose of his wife simply by writing a note and putting it in her hand.  The 
law was being used in a way that left women and children vulnerable and destitute in a society where all 
economic power was in the hands of men.  It took no account of the woman and her well-being.   
 
Jesus’ response to the Pharisees needs to be understood in this context.  He tells the Pharisees that for a 
man to divorce a woman in this way would be adultery – and here’s the innovation – he calls it adultery 
against her.  There is a victim in this scenario and that victim needs to be considered in the debate.  
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Whether a man divorces his wife or a woman divorces her husband, the person who is being abandoned 
needs to be considered. 
 
Here's what Jesus is saying: our spouses are not our property.  We don’t own them, therefore we can’t just 
dispose of them the way we might get rid of an old automobile.  The Pharisees were approaching the 
matter of marriage and divorce as if it were a business transaction; in Jesus’ approach, we see that the most 
important thing is the relationship between two living, feeling, human beings.  The relationship is not like 
the relationship between Adam and the animals – a relationship in which one has control over the other.  
Rather, it is a relationship of partners, whose feelings and dignity must be considered in every respect.   
 
The same thing applies to children.  That is the connection between the first and second portions of our 
gospel reading.  The disciples were sending the children away because in that society children didn’t matter.  
They too were seen as property.  They had no power or rights whatsoever.  Jesus offers a revolutionary 
teaching: the Kingdom of God belongs to children and to those who receive it like children.   
 
We human beings are not intended to be alone, so Jesus gathers us into relationships.  He makes us a part 
of his own body, a community that stretches around the world and through the centuries.  Week after 
week, we Christians gather because we remember that it is not good for us to be alone and we remember 
that Christ has drawn us into community.   
 
Gathering can be hard work.  We don't always get along with each other.  Sometimes, it would be easier if 
we could just go off into the wilderness by ourselves and encounter God there.  But rather than doing that, 
we gather around this table in the hope of entering into a network of relationships that is even deeper and 
more profound than marriage.  We gather in the hope of becoming one flesh in Jesus Christ. 
 
Sometimes we recite an ancient prayer: “As the grains of wheat once scattered on a hill are gathered into 
one to become our bread, so may all your people from all the ends of the earth be gathered into one in 
you.”  At this table we gather in anticipation of the day when there will no longer be separation and 
isolation, but when all the living will be gathered into the unity of Christ.  

 


