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“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” the disciples asked. 
 
There are two ways to understand the disciples’ question.  The first way is to hear it as a cry for 
help.  “Lord!  Can’t you see that we are about to drown?  Help us!” 
 
That question is one probably all of us have asked at one point or another.  We cry out in prayer: 
God, all these awful things are happening!  Pandemics!  Droughts!  Wars!  Where are you?  Why 
aren't you doing something?  Are you asleep? 
 
Those are certainly reasonable questions to ask.  If God loves us, why does he let these horrible 
things happen?  That was Job's question after his family had been slaughtered, his wealth 
plundered, and his body wracked with pain.  "Why have you made me your target?" Job cries out to 
God.  "Where is my hope?" 
 
Job's friends try to answer these questions for him.  "You must have sinned and brought this on 
yourself," some of them suggest.  Others advise him to quit whining.  "You're not the only one 
with problems," they say.  Job's friends were probably not the kind of people you would want at 
your bedside if you were in pain.  Rather than showing compassion, they try to dismiss Job's 
suffering with explanations.  
 
But then again, God's response to Job - which is our Old Testament reading this morning - doesn't 
sound particularly compassionate either.  Out of the whirlwind, God asks, "Where were you when I 
laid the foundations of the world?"  In other words, Job, like all of us, is a mere mortal.  Our brains 
are small compared to the immensity of creation.  There are some things - like innocent suffering - 
that we just cannot understand.  So don't bother asking for an explanation because it’s beyond you. 
 
For someone who is suffering, that is probably not a very comforting response.  But here's 
something interesting: in the Hebrew Bible, these words in the book of Job are the last words that 
God speaks.  In the arrangement of the books of the Christian Bible, we position Job before all the 
prophets; but in the Jewish Bible, this speech to Job is God's final word.  It's as if this question of 
innocent suffering brings us to the limits of our comprehension, beyond which there is nothing 
more to say.  "God, do you not care that we are perishing?"  Silence... 
 
That's one way to understand the question the disciples asked as the waves crashed over the 
boat.  But is that really what the disciples are asking?  They are not crying out to an invisible God 
who is sleeping on some faraway galaxy.  They are crying out to Jesus, who is right there in the boat 
with them.  If the boat capsizes, Jesus is going to perish right along with them.  So, I don't think 
the disciples are asking, "Why don't you do something?"  They're asking "Why don't you panic 
along with us?  Don't you care that we are all going to drown, including you?" 



 
Jesus refuses to participate in their terror.  Rather than freaking out, he extends his peace - a peace 
so powerful even the wind and the waves are subdued by it.  Jesus responds to panic with peace.  
 
It has not been my experience that the God we worship in Jesus Christ protects us from 
suffering.  On the contrary: Jesus suffered, the disciples suffered, and the people of God have 
suffered down through the ages to the present day.  Christians as well as Jews and Muslims, Hindus 
and Buddhists suffered and died during the pandemic.  People of all faiths and no faith are 
suffering the consequences of climate change.  
 
What has been my experience, though, is that Jesus Christ is able to speak peace and healing into 
those moments of suffering.  Just as Jesus calmed the storm with the words, “Peace!  Be still!” so 
Jesus calms the storm of anxiety and fear that stirs up inside of me.  
 
Panic and fear cause me to respond to situations in ways that are not always helpful.  Sometimes, 
when I am afraid, instead of de-escalating a crisis, I do things that actually make it worse.  When I 
listen to the voice of Jesus speaking words of peace into my heart, then gradually the fear subsides, 
and I am able to approach the crisis in a more constructive way. 
 
One way to think about this story of Jesus stilling the storm is as a metaphor for the baptismal 
life.  Living the baptismal life is like getting on the boat with Jesus and sailing out into the deepest, 
most dangerous places.  When the storm comes up – and it always does, (remember, baptism 
doesn’t shelter us from storms; sometimes it leads us straight into the eye of the storm.)  When the 
storm blows in, our faith is going to be shaken.  We’re going to panic and wonder why God is 
snoozing while we’re on the verge of perishing.   And then, over the howling of the wind, we hear 
the voice of Jesus, speaking words of peace and stillness.  Having already drowned with Christ in 
the waters of baptism, we realize that we have nothing to fear, even if our lives are 
destroyed.  Christ has triumphed over death.  In him, we have a life that nothing and no one can 
destroy.  We have the freedom to sail boldly into stormy waters… and to rescue others who are in 
danger of perishing. 
 

 


