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When I was in banking, my boss made what I thought was a very astute observation: he said 
bankers like to invest in big projects like skyscrapers because they are sexy.  It stokes their egos to 
be able to direct hundreds of millions of dollars toward a project and they get their names in big 
letters on signs.  So, bankers have a bias toward big projects, even if smaller projects - like 
affordable housing or loans to support small businesses - are more profitable, less risky, and better 
for the economy as a whole.  
 
What my boss observed was the theme of a book written in 1973 called “Small is Beautiful: 
Economics as if People Matters.”  Now, you might assume that I like the book because of my 
diminutive stature; but the book made a very compelling argument.  It argued that it is better to 
invest in small economic projects, like microloans to support cottage industries, rather than 
investing in huge economic development projects, like nuclear power plants and massive 
factories.  Small projects tend to be sustainable, while huge projects require massive technology and 
consume tremendous amounts of resources.  Small projects distribute economic power widely, 
while big projects tend to concentrate economic power in the hands of a few.  
 
Our scripture readings this morning seem to be arguing the case that small is beautiful.  A mustard 
seed, something that is really small, can grow into a beautiful bush… not a huge oak tree, but rather 
a bush that is just the right size for sparrows to swoop in and out of its branches. 
 
After a year of pandemic, no one can doubt the power of small things.  A virus that can only be 
seen with the most powerful microscope is transmitted on aerosols that are also too small to be 
seen by the naked eye.  Yet this miniscule virus has been able to wreak havoc around the 
world.  Little things can produce amazing consequences, for good as well as for evil.  
 
Jesus offers us this parable of the mustard seed in order to encourage us to take seriously the power 
that God has placed in our hands, even if it doesn’t seem like a huge amount of power.  Every one 
of you has power that God has given you… power that you can use to produce life-giving 
results.  If you have a dollar in your pocket, you have economic power.  If you have a word to 
speak on your lips, you have the power to influence others.  
 
There’s a book people are reading now called Twelve Tiny Things.  The authors of the book found 
that a lot of their friends were paralyzed by the magnitude of the problems we face, things like 
climate change and economic injustice.  How can a little person like me do anything about such 
huge problems?  So the authors of the book encourage people to do little things that can make 
positive changes in the world, like smelling our food before we eat or exploring a new 
neighborhood in our community,  
 



God is able to use the smallest act to bring about life-giving consequences. This past week, the 
Pulitzer Prize was awarded to Darnella Frazier.  Her name is not a household word, and she is only 
seventeen years old; but a year ago she did something that changed to course of American history: 
she took out her cellphone and videotaped the murder of George Floyd.  She used that little bit of 
power that she had in that moment in a way that made a huge impact on all of us… in a way that 
helped all Americans to see the need for racial justice in our society.  That is the power of a 
mustard seed growing into a life-giving shrub. 
 
The parables that Jesus tells in our Gospel reading describe not only the power of little things, but 
also the power of life.  Like wheat growing mysteriously and a mustard seed sprouting into a shrub, 
the Kingdom of God is about life growing and spreading, sometimes even into areas that don’t 
seem particularly well suited for life, like the parking lot of our church, where weeds persistently 
grow out of the cracks in the asphalt.  Life is persistent, thank God, who created this beautiful, life-
covered globe we call earth.  The Kingdom of God is this life-giving movement that spreads 
persistently and imperceptibly across the globe. 
 
We’re a small congregation here at the intersection of Walnut Street and Long Lane.  We might be 
tempted to think there’s not a lot we can do to transform our world, but that’s so wrong.  Just as 
God can take a little mustard seed and make it grow into a huge shrub in which the birds of the air 
can build their nests, so God can take this little congregation and use it to do amazing, life-giving 
work.  We gather here on Sunday mornings so that God can remind us of what God has done and 
will do to bring life into our world.  We gather here to receive life in the words of scripture and the 
meal that we share.  And then we go out from here to share that life with the people we encounter 
throughout the week.  This life-giving process is so subtle, it’s almost unnoticeable.   But day by day 
our world is being transformed.   Broken lives are being healed.  People who are in bondage to 
idolatry and addiction are being freed.  Enemies are being reconciled.  And the branches of God’s 
kingdom are stretching further and further into our world. 


