Peppermint Dreams
Our WINTER 2019 newsletter.
Read about what’s happening at The Ridge!

and

A Newsletter for
the Families and Supporters
of Our Ridgers.

Ridge Realities!

60

“60 Years of Dreams Realized” Kicks of 60th Anniversary
Our annual Peppermint Possibilities Fundraiser, Dinner and Auction was held on Saturday, February 2, 2019 at Hidden Valley Golf Club in
Norco. In celebrating Peppermint Ridge’s 60th Anniversary, we honored founders, Bob and Mary Jeﬀery and their family. Daughters Judy
Lambert and Jane DiBlasi were accompanied by some of their children. Judy gave a heartfelt speech about their parent’s perservance.
and dedication to people with developmental disabilities. The Corona Chamber of Commerce, a vital Ridge resource and advocate since
1987, received the 2019 Community Partner Award. A moving testimonial was given by Beverly Scott about the positive impact The Ridge
has had on her family since her sister Barbara joined the Ridge family in 1993. The Rejoicers performed "Lean on Me" by Bill Withers, and
Darren L. performed a solo of "Your Song" by Elton John. The crowd clapped and sang along, delivering a standing ovation. There was a lot
of silent auction activity and paddles were raised enthusiastically for both the Live Auction and Fund-a-Need. Because of the support from
24 generous sponsors and over 250 guests, we raised over $91,776 to assist the residents of Peppermint Ridge. Thank you to our sponsors,
volunteers, staff and attendees for celebrating 60 years of Peppermint Ridge!

THANK YOU, SPONSORS!
– PREMIER SPONSOR –

– WINE SPONSOR –

A boisterous crowd toasts to Peppermint Ridge’s 60th Anniversary, “To many more years
of successfully supporting and caring for deserving Ridgers.”

– ANGEL SPONSORS –

– HEARTBEAT SPONSORS –
Hillside Farm • John & Carolyn Knaak • Risk Strategies
Thomas Miller Mortuary & Crematory

– RIDGE SPONSORS –
Altura Credit Union • The Howard & Nikki Applebaum Foundation
CARSTAR All Star Collision • Forum Info-Tech • Gage Construction
George & Ellen Guayante • Danette McCarns
Mark & Cheryl Peabody • Peppermint Ridge Family & Friends
Mike Ryan • Karl & Linda Stager
Vista Medical Group • Women’s Improvement Club of Corona
Many dignitaries celebrated Peppermint Ridge’s 60th Anniversary and the
Corona Chamber of Commerce, including Assemblymember Sabrina Cervantes,
the office of Richard Roth, County Supervisor Karen Spiegel and all the members
of the Corona City Council.

Ridge Rejoicers, led by Ridge Activities Director, Samantha Jimenez, deliver the musical
segment.

A Message
from the Executive Director

Dear Friends:
SIXTY YEARS. For Peppermint Ridge to still be here, providing
homes and services to people with developmental disabilities speaks
volumes.

Mary W. takes a photo with CardinaleWay Mazda employees (l to r) Jesus, Lena,
Giselle, Mary W., Jocelyn and AJ.

We have our founders, Bob and Mary Jeﬀery, to thank for the
vision and determination to ensure the best for their son, Roger and
boys that followed him. They built the foundation that the Ridge
stands on. Their leadership and the leadership of others, raised the
walls. It was the multitude of volunteers and ardent donors who
helped place roofs over the heads of the men and women of Peppermint Ridge. It is the direct training staﬀ, and the support staﬀ of Peppermint Ridge that made the buildings into loving homes. Families,
Kenny B. and the ladies of West Coast Dental (l to r) Kim, Angela and Melina.

friends and neighbors have helped open the doors and continue to
bring the sunshine.
There have been thousands of people over the last 60 years
that have touched The Ridge in some way. They have left a legacy
of commitment and love for the men and women who have lived
and live here. This is what has endured and sustained us in both the
good times and tough times. Because of you, hundreds of Ridgers
over the years have been able to call Peppermint Ridge ‘home’.
Perhaps the Ridgers may have built a home in your heart as well?
We are going to make sure we CELEBRATE those 60 years with

Smiling Santa and Anne Marie C. are in
the Christmas spirit.

John M. opens up his Star Wars themed
gifts!

enthusiasm through 2019. Circle your calendars for July 4th, 2019.
We will have our annual 4th of July Parade, Awards Ceremony and
BBQ. However, this year, in CELEBRATION of our 60th anniversary
we are expanding the activities to include carnival games and
mingling with residents and families, staﬀ and families, friends of
yesteryear, former residents and their families and maybe a few new
friends, too. Save the Date!

A wonderful time of the year!
The Ridge kicked off the season with a Thanksgiving meal in Angel
Hall. A plethora of volunteers prepped and served, ensuring that
Ridgers had a good time and full bellies.
Many individuals reached out to make sure that Ridgers
without family were also blessed with the Christmas spirit. Noreen
Proctor and many other members of the La Canada/Flintridge
Congregational Church, West Coast Dental Corona staff and
clients, and CardinaleWay Mazda Corona staff brought wrapped
gifts and and distributed them to the delight of Ridgers.
Santa made his way to the annual Ridge Christmas Party where
Ridgers were overjoyed to have their photo taken with him and
receive a special gift. The celebration was filled with Christmas
Carol sing-alongs performed by the OBC Theater Carolers,
holiday cookies, presents and friends.
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Dawn H., beams as she trots her horse during
Therapeutic Horseback Riding lessons.
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Hello!

During photography class, Ridgers learned how with teamwork they
could make something beautiful out of something simple, like yarn.
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Debbie R. went to Circle City Rotary's
Fire and Ice Chili Cookoﬀ and Craft
Beer Festival.
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David S. is all smiles in his newly Star
Wars themed room thanks to Lucas Oil
volunteers.

Adrian M.'s room was
redecorated with colorful new
furniture, wall art and
Elmo bedding.
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Tamara H. and her date had a great time
at Night to Shine Prom.

Hali M. looking stunning at Night
to Shine Prom.

Dapper Charles S. with his date at
Night To Shine Prom.

Christel D. had a great time at
Night to Shine Prom!
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Tina P., Chelsea S., and Tim R. pose during photography class for
another group to practice taking pictures.
David T. had a great time at
the Planes of Fame Air Museum
with Dudley Home.
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Peppermint Rid

Brian G., A Staﬀ Member from Conner and William C.
enjoy a delicious meal at the Family and Friends
Pancake Breakfast.

Ridgers attended a special dress rehearsal at the Historic Corona Civic Center Theater
to see Oﬀ Broadway Corona's production of "How The Grinch Stole Christmas."
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UPDATE: Activity/Community
Center Opening Soon!
The new Activity/Community Center building has been delivered and we are working hard to get everything ready so we
can celebrate the opening with you. We’ll keep you posted on
our progress. Thank you supporters, this could not have happened without all of you!
Chelsea S. walks down the red carpet
with her Prom date.

John R. rocks the Prom King hat.

Our Del Park gentlemen are looking very sharp and ready for an exciting evening at the Prom.
Lucas Oil volunteers gather the items they bought to redecorate three bedrooms in Evergreen.

Lucas Oil Gives Back
When returning home from their Day Programs recently, Evergreen
residents David S., Adrian M., and Robert B. were surprised and
elated to see their rooms had been redecorated. Lucas Oil employees brought decorations, pillows, furniture, new bedding and boom
boxes for their rooms, each themed with their favorite things! The
volunteers worked hard on every detail–from assembling furniture,
applying wall paper, and hanging wall art–they went above and
beyond. This kind act goes a very long way in brightening these
Ridgers day, every day! Thank you, Lucas Oil!

Cindy C. and her date at Night to
Shine Prom.

Barbara S. and her date in the photo
booth at Night to Shine Prom.

riDgErS SHinE at tHE Prom
The always much anticipated “Night To Shine Prom” was a night to
remember. Ridgers looked stunning in their best dresses and suits
as they danced, sang, and laughed with their friends at Crossroads
Church in Corona. The room was full of shining faces! Over 100,000
people with special needs participated in this annual worldwide
event sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation.

Small Effort…

Big
DiffErEncE!
Small Eﬀort… Big DiffErEncE!
When you name Peppermint Ridge as the beneficiary of your
investment, checking or savings account, you help us continue to
create a fulfilling life for each Ridger. Whether it’s going to the beach
or some other fun activity, a gift like this won’t aﬀect your lifestyle
and it will make a tremendous impact on those we serve.
Call Tracy Mauser at 951-273-7329 or email tmauser@PeppermintRidge.org to learn how you can make a big diﬀerence today.

In Loving
Memory of John W.
We are saddened to note the
passing of John W., a resident
of Peppermint Ridge for over
53 years. John was one of the
first boys to move into the
original home in Norco. His
smile and kind heart are dearly
missed.
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SAVE THE DATE!

PARTY
at The Ridge

Peppermint Ridge is a member of the United Church of Christ Council for Health and Human Service Ministries.

3rd Leg of the

run the river for the ridge
HALF MARATHON • 5K • 1K • Sat., Sept. 14, 2019
HiDDEN VALLEY NATURE CENTER 11401 Arlington Ave., Riverside, CA 92505

Make Plans
Today!

Registration opens: 6:30am
Half Marathon start: 7:30am • 5K and 1K start: 8:00am

– timED Half maratHon –

Top male and female finishers receive a special gift.
Top three men and top three women receive placement medals.
All finishers receive an event medal. All participants receive a Sport-Tek shirt.

– timED 5K –
Overall male and female receive a special gift.
Top three runners in each age division receive a placement medal.
All finishers receive an event medal. All participants receive a Sport-Tek shirt.

– 1K –
All finishers receive a Love Run medal.
Half maratHon Pre at Event
Kids 12 and under
$35 $40
Adults and Kids over 12 $65 $70

Early Birds get

5K
Pre at Event
Kids 12 and under
$30 $35
Adults and Kids over 12 $45 $50

1K
Pre at Event
Kids 12 and under
$10 $15
Adults and Kids over 12 $15 $20

$5 OFF Pre-Registration Fee when registering before Aug. 31.
Go to www.RidgeLoveRun.org and enter code Earlybird.

For online registration and additional details, go to www.RidgeLoveRun.org
Run the River for The Ridge proceeds assist our mission of providing a community of loving homes and empowering support services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

