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United Nations Human Rights Council
Committee Mandate
Introduction
The Human Rights Council (HRC) was established in 2006 through adoption of General
Assembly Resolution A/RES/60/251.1 The council is an intergovernmental body, and it
is responsible for promoting and strengthening the human rights of all persons
worldwide.2 It was created as a replacement to the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights.3 The first session of the HRC took place in June 2006, and after a year,
the council adopted the Institution Building Package as a guide for is procedures and
mechanisms.4 A key part of this package is the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
mechanism through which the council keeps track of human rights situations across the
world.5 The UPR is utilized by the HRC’s Advisory Committee which is composed of 18
experts and serves as a think-tank that advises the council to provide information and
guidance on the human rights situation across the world.6
The now defunct Commission on Human Rights established the United Nations (UN)
Special Procedures.7 The UN Special Procedures waws adopted by the HRC upon its
establishment, and serves to monitor, advise, and report on thematic issues of human
rights, including in specific Member States.8 The UN Special Procedures are facilitated
by special rapporteurs, special representatives, independent experts, and working
groups. Upon inception of the council, the UN General Assembly decided that a periodic
review of the HRC should be conducted every five years to maximize efficiency, and
adapt where necessary to better fulfil its mandate.9
Membership
The HRC is comprised of 47 Member States who work together to promote, and ensure
the protection of human rights globally.10 The council’s mandate give it the power to
discuss all thematic issues and situations of human rights abuse throughout the year.11
Elected Members of the council serve for three-year terms, and election is done by the
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General Assembly through direct and secret ballot.12 The General Assembly members
consider the contribution of each Member State to the development of human rights
nationally and internationally, as well as their voluntary pledges to do same before
casting their ballots.13 The membership of the HRC is designed equitably with
membership distribution of 13 seats from African States, 13 Seats from Asia-Pacific
States, 8 Seats from Latin American and Caribbean States, 7 Seats from Western
European and other states, and 6 seats from Eastern European States.14 Members are
not eligible for reelection immediately after serving their term.15 As of 2020, 117 Member
States have held a seat at the Human Rights Council.16 The Bureau of the HRC is
chaired by a president and four vice presidents, representing the five regional groups,
and each serve for a one-year term.17
Reporting
HRC’s work is facilitated by OHCHR, and reports are submitted to the General
Assembly.18 Since the HRC’s Advisory Committee serves to provide expertise
knowledge to the council, the HRC periodically requests the publication of reports on
different aspects of human rights globally.19 The Third Committee of the General
Assembly Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee) also
reviews reports from HRC.20 The Third Committee also reviews report from the special
rapporteurs of the HRC, independent experts, and working groups of the HRC.
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United Nations Human Rights Council
Topic I: Human Rights of Forcibly Displaced People
Introduction
As of 2019, 79.5 million people have been displaced around the world.1 A displaced
person is defined as someone that has no choice but to flee from their country due to
drastic situations that include emergencies, war, and different disasters.2 Displaced
people face war, armed conflict, sexual assault, destruction of personal property, that
ultimately lead to infringements of their human rights and dignity.3 The search for new
homes is challenging for forcibly displaced people as their lack the resources to make a
safe journey to their final destinations.4 Internal displacement is another form of
displacement in which people are forced to remain in their native home, after losing their
homes, sometimes due to natural disasters or internal conflict which impedes on their
human rights.5 According to the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees
and its 1967 Protocol (Refugee Convention), an internally displaced person (IDP) is
someone who has been forced leave their home, sometimes without packing any
essential items, but without ever crossing an international border.6 These individuals
seek safety anywhere they can find it—in nearby towns, schools, settlements, internal
displacement camps, even forests and fields.7 IDPs, which include people displaced by
internal strife and natural disasters, are the largest group that receive assistance from
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).8 Unlike refugees,
IDPs are not protected by international law or eligible to receive many types of aid
because they are legally under the protection of their respective national governments.9
Member States with some of the largest internally displaced populations include Syria,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Yemen.10
Forcibly displaced people can be found all over the world.11 In many places,
displacement is not temporary but rather long-term problem and continues to grow and
bring instability to both displaced people and their host nation (whether indigenous or
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externally displaced).12 The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees works
closely with other United Nations (UN) bodies such as UNDP, and members of civil
society ang non-governmental organizations such as the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) to rehabilitate, and ensure that the human rights of all displaced
persons are protected under international humanitarian law.13 In 1951, the UN
Conference on the Status of Refugees and Stateless Persons adopted the Convention
Relating to the Status of Refugees.14 The convention defines refugees as any person or
group of persons that reside outside their country of origin due to fear for persecution
based on their race, religious beliefs, nationality, political opinions, or membership of
certain social groups.15 While this definition has been critical to the protection of
refugees and asylum seekers, it does not completely address the forced migration
challenges of today, including those resulting from climate change.”16
Background
Forcible displaced persons, including children and infants, live in inhumane situations
that include life-threatening conditions where due to lack of primary medical care,
hygiene, clothes, safety, and shelters to live in.17 Since the adoption of the Convention
and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees and Stateless Persons in 1951, refugee
numbers have drastically increased globally.18 There are currently 17.5 million refugees
globally.19 There are about 2.5 million Palestinian refugees receiving care and support
from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA).20 Globally, there is an estimated number of 25 million internally
displaced persons.21 When the convention was established, a majority of refugees were
of European origin, but today the highest number of refugees originate from Africa and
Asia.22 Today, the cause of forced displacement includes religious persecution, natural
disasters due to climate change, membership of certain social groups such as LGBT
orientations, and nationality.23 Today’s displacement crisis has also seen a rise in the
number of internally displaced persons, who are not protected by international
humanitarian law, and a vast majority of these people are women and children24.
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Another cause of displacement is natural disasters due to climate change such as
flooding, and other extreme weather, desertification, and famine.25
In 1946, the UN General Assembly established the International Refugee Organization
to cater for the needs of the refugees that mostly originated from Eastern Europe.26 Due
to the global financial and political crisis that succeeded the second world war, this
organization was poorly funded and led to a failure to optimally execute its mandate.27
With improved funding, mandates, and establishment of new organizations, such as
UNHCR in 1949, the UN mainstreamed its work in the rehabilitation, resettlement,
provision of assistance to refugees globally.28 The global standards for the treatment of
refugees are established in The 19551 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees,
and the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees.29 These conventions form the
international instruments for guidance and best practices in treatment of refugees.30
Additionally, the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War explicitly includes protection for refugees in in Article 44 of the
Convention.31 In 1954, the international community adopted the 1954 Convention
Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons in which it defined stateless persons, as
individuals whom are not considered as citizens by any national state, while outlining
standards for treatment and protection of these persons.32
Current Situation
UNCHR publishes an annual document entitled “Global Trends” which examines the
changes in migration trends due to forced displacement.33 This publication includes data
on asylum-seekers, stateless people, internally displaced people, and other populations
of concern, including refugees from the Occupied Palestinian Territories.34 For better
undersetting of the extent of these crises, the data is itemized to show criteria such as
number of women and girls affected, age, etc. to better assist international aid
organizations and Member States with planning for hot to cater for their social,
economic, and humanitarian needs.35
An estimated 34 million of the 79.5 million forcibly displaced persons are children below
the age of 18.36 At the end of 2019, 2.0 million new asylum claims were filed worldwide,
with the United States, Peru, Germany, France and Spain receiving the largest
applications.37 Over the past ten years, over 100 million people have been forcibly
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displaced both internally and internationally.38 2021 marks the 70th anniversary of the
1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the 60 th anniversary of the
1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.39 With these anniversaries comes
a wakeup call to the international community about the widespread crises that have led
to the exacerbation of the refugee crisis globally, and the forced displacement of people
within their national borders.40 In the past decade, the major causes of forced
displacement include the Syrian conflict, the South Sudan conflict, the emigration to
Europe from Africa by sea, the fleeing of Venezuelans to other parts of South America,
renewed conflicts in Libya, Afghanistan, Somalia, Ethiopia, and in the Central African
Republic, etc.41 Millions of these displaced persons are unable to return to their places
of origins due to imminent threat of violence armed death upon return, or lack of means
of livelihood due to destruction from armed conflict.42
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown how events can caused forced displacement on a
global level.43 Nonetheless, the pandemic showed a reduction in asylum applications in
Europe with signals and underrepresentation of the real depths of the refugee crisis as it
stands.44 UNHCR is working to reduce these trends in the coming years through
partnership with members of civil society, and regional organizations by undertaking a
Three-Year Strategy on Resettlement and Complementary Pathways.45 The pathway
seeks to increase the number of stakeholders involved in resettlement programs and
related tasks, to expand resettlement programs in a sustainable manner, and to
maximize the quality programs and solutions that relate to refugee resettlement.46 The
pathway also includes guiding principles that prioritizes the protection of refugees from
physical violence in their new homes, discrimination, and facilitation of family
reunification.47
Resettlement and Rehabilitation of Forcibly Displaced Persons
In 2018, the UN General Assembly adopted the Global Compact of Refugees based on
results of work done by UNHCR in partnership with Member States, civil society,
international organizations, and the private sector.48 The global compact serves as a
unifying objective of the international community towards strengthening alliance with
refugees and their host countries.49 It provides a framework for equanimity in distribution
of resources for solutions to the refugee crisis that cannot be achieved without
international cooperation.50 The global compact involves four principal objectives which
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seek to reduce the burdens placed on host countries for resettled refugees to
encourage acceptance, and best practices.51 It also seeks to provide capacity building
for refugees to improve their self-reliance in their new host countries, and increases
their access to third-party solutions outside of the national governments, and UNHCR.52
The fourth principal objective of the global compact seeks to support and improve
conditions in the origin States of refugees to encourage return, with guaranty of safety
and dignity of life and living conditions.53 The global compact includes an annex that has
proved beneficial in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic though its integration of
health, sanitation, education and economic objectives in its mandate.54 Its multilevel
approach to achieving its principal objectives have also provided channels and direct
access to the private sector and civil society to provide aid to displaced persons during
lockdowns and periods where mainstream activities were impeded by the COVID-19
pandemic.55
Future Outlook
Approximately one person is displaced every two seconds.56 12.6 million people around
the world have been displaced due to extreme weather, natural disasters, and climate
change.57 These situations will increase the amount of migrant refugees that in the
future will be displaced by losing their home.58 These circumstances cause food
insecurity, poverty and inhumane environments for refugees seeking help and
security.59 We can help refugees by supporting refugee led organizations.60 National
governments need to provide shelter opportunities, basic needs, health services and
shelter for refugees in accordance with international humanitarian law.61
Focus Questions
1. Does your Member State have an open border policy for Refugees?
2. Does your Member State aid or financial aid to refugees or resettlement
programs internationally?
3. Are there internally displaced people in your Member State? And how does your
national government cater to their needs?
4. What is your Member State’s foreign policy with regards to refugees?
5. Does your Member State have a high emigration rate due to forced
displacement? How can the international community aid?
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United Nations Human Rights Council
Topic II: Promotion of Human Rights and the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development
Introduction
In 2015, the United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted A/RES/70/1, entitled
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.”1 The goal of
the 2030 Agenda is to develop a comprehensive, long-term, and inclusive strategy to
stimulate action for the betterment of “people, the planet, prosperity, peace, and
partnership”, across the globe.2 Sustainable Development in this context has been
defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own.3 To that end, A/RES/70/1 provides 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), further broken down into 169 targets, that all UN Member
States agreed to achieve by the year 2030.4 The SDGs, despite being individual goals,
are wide-reaching and intersect each other to holistically address global challenges
including extreme poverty, social needs and inequality, and climate change.5 One such
concept that has been increasingly recognized as applicable to all SDGs is the
promotion of human of human rights.6
Human rights, be it economic, social, cultural, civil or political rights, are fundamental
parts in the 2030 agenda.7 Goals such as SDG 5, “Achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls”, and SDG 16, “Promote peaceful and inclusive societies
for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective,
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”, specifically calls out human rights
targets to achieve.8 On a broader level, A/RES/70/1 identifies that the SDGs aim to
“realize the human rights of all” and emphasizes “the responsibilities of all States. . . to
respect, protect, and promote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without
distinction of any kind as to race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
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national or social origin, property, birth, disability or other status.” 9 In many ways the
SDGs, while not framed in the context of human rights language, are closely aligned
with the goals of international human rights legal frameworks, such as the desire to
address “availability, accessibility, affordability, and quality of education, health, water
and other services.”10 A/RES/70/1 also includes, “the most expansive list of groups to
be given special focus of any international document of its kind”, including “women and
girls, gender issues, children, youth, persons with disabilities, people living with
HIV/AIDS, the elderly, indigenous peoples, refugees, internally displaced persons, and
migrants”.11 As the UN system, Member States, intergovernmental organizations, and
civil society work together towards the achievement of the 2030 agenda, the recognition
of the link between human rights and the SDGs has only grown.
Background
The term “human rights” encompasses economic, social, cultural, civil and political
elements. In the current era, human rights have been articulated “. . . in all the world's
major religions and moral philosophies”, but it has been a fairly recent development to
see their global implementation.12 The beginning, and cornerstone of the modern
international human rights framework started with the adoption of the Charter of the
United Nations in 1945, and subsequently the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) in 1948.13 The UDHR was a milestone achievement in that it was drafted by
representatives from around the world to establish, for the first time ever, fundamental
human rights of all persons that must be protected.14 Following the achievements of the
UDHR, developing nations and the global south at large, continued to push the
importance of not just political rights, but also economic and social rights as well.15 This
resulted in the establishment of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
which both came into force in 1976 (ICCPR).16 Together, the UDHR, ICESCR, and
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ICCPR form today what is called the International Bill of Human Rights.17
In the subsequent decades, the international community built on the foundation
established by International Bill of Human Rights to address a number of areas of
concern including discrimination against women, the rights of the child, protection
against torture and forced disappearances, discrimination against persons with
disabilities, etc.18 Then in the 1980s another breakthrough moment occurred with the
introduction of the “Right to Development”.19 First recognized in in the African Charter of
Human and Peoples’ Rights in 1981, and subsequently adopted by A/RES/41/128,
“Declaration on the Right to Development” in 1986, these documents positioned the
concept of development within the human rights framework, and recognized that the
right to development was a necessary precursor to the actualization of other human
rights.20 The 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (Rio Declaration)
not only reaffirmed the right to development as one of its 27 principles, but also
committed most of the world’s nations to the pursuit of economic development in ways
that would protect the Earth’s environment, establishing an important stepping stone to
what eventually would become the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).21
Established in 2000 following the United Nations Millennium Declaration, the MDGs
were the precursor to the SDGs and outlined 8 goals and 21 targets set to be achieved
by the year 2015.22 While at first glance the MDGs appeared to align with international
human rights commitments, there were several immediate shortcomings.23 First, many
of the goals were lower than existing human rights standards.24 For example, MDG 2
Achieve Universal Primary Education, did not require primary education to be free
despite being declared so in the Convention on Rights of Child.25 The MDGs also did
not appear to pay sufficient attention to the inequality of specific groups including
women and marginalized groups, nor did they address the inequalities between the
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global north and global south26. Research conducted by Paul Nelson at the University of
Pittsburgh found that north-based non-governmental organizations (NGOs) were much
more likely to reference the MDGs, whereas their southern counterparts barely engaged
with the MDGs at all.27 In an effort to bridge the human rights and MDG gap, Member
States were encouraged to adopt a human rights approach to their goals.28 However, a
report by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) noted
that, “Ethnic or linguistic minorities are mentioned in only 19 of the 50 MDG country
reports reviewed.29 The inequalities experienced by religious minorities are mentioned
in only two of the reports.30 An additional 10 reports mention only indigenous peoples
without identifying any other minority groups.” 31
National Implementation
At its core, the SDGs embody a human rights-based approach to development,
meaning that development should make these rights a reality for all.32 This entails
enhancing the capacities of Member States to meet their human rights obligations, as
well as enhancing the capacities of all peoples to claim their rights.33 To synergize these
two needs, the UN system, Member States, NGOs, and civil society have worked
together to develop innovative ways to implement the SDGs at the national level. 34
National development plans, once considered a relic of the past, have seen a revival as
a means to guide national implementation of the SDGs.35 From 2006 to 2018, the
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number of Member States with a national development plan has doubled from 62 to
134, now encompassing over 80% of the world’s population.36 While development plans
provide unique national indicators tailored to the SDGs, a lack of data can threaten a
State’s ability to track both spending and progress.37 While UN resident coordinators
and national country teams are in an excellent position to provide technical support, a
lack of financial resources persists within the UN system.38 For example, the voluntary
fund for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), which is a state-driven process to outline
and track Member States actions to improve the human rights situations in their
countries, has a slow growing donor base that limits the number of projects the UPR
fund can undertake per year.39 The need for universal implementation of human rights
and the SDGs is key to assisting all peoples in actualizing their rights.40 To that end,
institutional building and education are needed to address serious implementation gaps
that permits violations of rights to occur.41 This could take the form of physical
infrastructure including schools, judicial facilities, and medical or resources centers to
assist those whose rights have been violated.42 It may also involve technical legislative
and policy support to assist Member States in codifying their human rights obligations,
as well as empowering authorities to stand for and enforce human rights protection.43
Strengthening International Instruments
Efforts towards the promotion of human rights within the 2030 agenda are already
underway, but successful implementation will require action at all levels, including
addressing gaps within existing international instruments and the UN system. 44 One of
the most commonly cited indicators to gauge Member States’ commitments to human
rights is their ratification status of core international human rights treaties.45 While this
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indicator shows to some degree a Member State’s top-level commitment towards the
realization of rights, it may not accurately reflect the human rights situation on the
ground.46 Ratification, or lack therefore, may also not reflect whether a Member State is
taking measured steps towards its treaty obligations.47 For example, a Member State
may sign, but not ratify a treaty because they lack the necessary financial, technical, or
legal capacity to fully implement the treaty obligations into its political or judicial
systems.48 This is an opportunity for the SDGs to complement these international
instruments by providing measured targets that align closely to those documents.49 The
UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) noted in A/HRC/43/3,
“Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,” that it
remains committed to promoting, “. . . a human rights-based approach to data to
ensure that no one was left behind in the implementation of the Sustainable
Developments Goals.”50 However, the existing SDG & human rights accountability
framework relies mostly on the Voluntary National Review and UPR processes, which
has seen less than half of the Member States participate in 2021.51 Having a weak SDG
and human rights accountability framework creates gaps in data and threatens to
obscure progress, or gaps in achieving the SDGs.52

Case Study: Albania
Brian J. Williams, the former UN Resident Coordinator (RC) and former UN
Development Programme Representative in Albania, provides an example of how the
UN system and Member States can work together to learn, promote, and synergize
human rights and the SDGs.53 This cooperation can be broken down into two main
areas: governance and assistance strategy.54 Starting with governance, Albania and the
RC established the Joint Executive Committee (JEC) to oversee Albania’s Programme
of Cooperation for Sustainable Development 2017-2021 (Programme), an SDG focused
national development plan.55 The JEC is unique in that the RC and the Deputy Prime
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Minister is a co-chairs, thus fully integrating the human rights approach to SDGs within
Albania’s national government.56 To ensure effective ownership over the Programme,
government officials are involved in all levels of management, and the JEC meets at
least once a year with Albania’s Ministers, Prime Minister's Office, and UN Country
Team members to assess its progress.57 The RC and Albania also worked closely to
develop an effective assistance framework to ensure the full implementation of the
Programme.58 The SDG Acceleration Fund already has 11 external backers and aims, “.
. .(a) result in an evidence-based understanding - by the Government and the general
public - of Albania’s progress towards achieving the SDGs through its national
strategies and EU integration process and (b) accelerate the rate of achievement of
SDGs so that all are attained by 2030.”59 An example of a project these funds supported
including the UN Population Fund and UN Women assisting the Albanian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in establishing a web platform to track UPR recommendations and its
progress, including its obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women.60
Future Outlook
While Member States have acknowledged the synergy and inherent link between the
SDGs & human rights, the lack of progress in several targets, and the regression that
has occurred as a result of COVID-19 and climate change present an ever evolving
challenge. Ongoing reform within the UN system and its human rights mechanisms, as
well as lack of capacity at the international and national levels present opportunities to
bridge the gap between the SDGs and human rights.
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