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Topic I: Human Rights of Forcibly Displaced People

Article 1.1 of the Charter of the United Nations aims to maintain international peace and
security, but conflicts remain. Climate change and natural disasters have increased the
threat of conflict in many regions of the world and have led to more persons forced to
flee across international borders.1 Millions of global citizens are forced to live in host
countries, with little dedicated infrastructure and an indefinite timeline for return home.
With 80 million forcibly displaced at the end of 2019 and over 70% of those people in a
neighboring country2 providing for the human rights of those displaced people must be a
global effort. Considering most displaced people have little legal standing in their host
country, it is important to ensure the maintenance of basic human rights. The Guiding
Principles on Internal Displacement codify the rights of folks within countries until such a
time that they might return home or find new placement. 3 Most recently the General
Assembly has discussed Internally Displaced people in the context of slow onset effects
of climate change4 and the protections of Internally Displaced Children.5

Topic II: Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and the Implementation of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

With less than 10 years left to make progress on the 2030 Agenda, every UN body is
working to grow and maintain their efforts. The Office of High Commissioner on Human
Rights has linked human rights to every other pillar of United Nations6. This means that
every goal whether it concerns access to water or food, availability of education or the
reduction of conflict, human rights concerns are involved. A lot of progress has been
made including significant increase in membership to International Human Rights
Mechanisms and increases in country specific Human Rights agencies.7 However some
areas, like youth involvement in armed conflict have seen regression. For the world to
achieve the 2030 Agenda, the articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
must be guaranteed as the international community progresses toward all goals. The
United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner finds that persons
without the access to basic needs like food and housing can’t advance in their personal
rights, but the same is also reversed; for sustainable development to be achieved
human rights must be in place and protected.8

8 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/ManagementPlan/Pages/sustainable-development.aspx
7 https://www.un.org/annualreport/files/2020/09/Annual-report-SG-2020-EN-Chapter-4.pdf

6https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23724&LangID=E#:~:text=OHCHR%2
0%7C%20%22Promotion%20and%20protection%20of,Declaration%20and%20Programme%20of%20Action%22

5 https://undocs.org/A/74/261
4 https://www.undocs.org/A/75/207
3 https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection/idps/43ce1cff2/guiding-principles-internal-displacement.html
2 https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html
1 https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2019/
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