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Topic A: Nuclear Power and Sustainable Development

Nuclear power has saved 1.5 – 2 billion tons of greenhouse gas emissions yearly since
1990. Expanded use of nuclear energy will depend on adoption by Member States,
which still poses a challenge due to issues of acceptance, and skepticism. Nonetheless,
nuclear energy is still a feasible source for meeting the energy demands of growing
urban populations. Global energy supply accounts for about 60% of greenhouse gas
emissions due to the burning of fossil fuels.1 The need for alternate power generation,
with a reduced carbon footprint has become more necessary than ever.2 Despite current
technologies and innovation, the market for cleaner energy is not yet at competing
levels with greenhouse gas emitting means of energy generation.3 The United Nations
Environment Assembly is facilitating public awareness campaigns, promoting policies
that provide platforms for Member States to adopt renewable energy.4 With more than 1
billion people currently lacking access to affordable, and reliable energy, nuclear energy
provides an alternate source of power generation for sustainable development.5

Topic B: Implementation of the Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement was adopted by Member States in 2015, and has since served as
a guide for ambitious climate action to keep global temperatures below 1.5ºC.6 The
agreement calls on Member States to outline their Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs), which are the actions each Member State will undertake to achieve the goals of
the Paris Agreement.7 Partnership through finance, technology and knowledge sharing,
capacity building, and monitoring and evaluation, are all essential for optimal
implementation of the Paris Agreement.8 The Emissions Gap Report of late 2019
indicates to us that transformative change is needed, especially to counter the
emissions of the six largest contributors to emissions, China, USA, EU28, India, Russia
and Japan if real change can ever happen.9 In February 2021, the United Nations (UN)
Climate Change Secretariat published its first NDC Synthesis Report which shows that
Member States need to increase their efforts, and undertake more ambitious national
climate action plans if the goal of the Paris Agreement is to be achieved.10

10 https://unfccc.int/news/greater-climate-ambition-urged-as-initial-ndc-synthesis-report-is-published
9 https://public.wmo.int/en/resources/united_in_science
8 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
7 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
6 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
5 https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/np-sustainable-development.pdf
4 https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/energy/what-we-do/renewable-energy
3 https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/energy/what-we-do/renewable-energy
2 https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/energy/what-we-do/renewable-energy
1 https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/energy/what-we-do/renewable-energy
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