
Security Council

Topic A: Women, Peace and Security

On October 31st, 2000 Security Council Resolution 1325 gave international recognition
to the role women play within Peace and Security and called upon Member States to
include women at all levels of decision-making with regard to conflict prevention,
management, and resolution.1 It has been over twenty years since this document gave
recommendations to fully incorporate women into these processes and has yet to be
realized.2 Women face numerous obstacles when trying to fully participate in conflict
prevention and resolution, including high rates of sexual violence against them during
times of combat often being one of the main targeted groups.3 These inequalities are
not restricted to national borders, as the Security Council recognized the lack of women
as mediators in United Nations-sponsored peace talks. 4 An active way to combat these
gender disparities is through the United Nations Department of Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA) whose Gender Advisers in their special political missions
support and promote women’s participation in the peace processes, and leadership.5
Women continue to be a priority within the UN peace and security agenda until they are
incorporated into all aspects of peace processes, and conflict resolution.

Topic B: The Situation in Myanmar

As of March 2021, more than 60 schools and university campuses have been occupied
by security forces in Myanmar, this is just another incident of the escalation of the
ongoing situation in Myanmar.6 In February 2021, as a result of suspected election fraud
and a ‘state of emergency’ the military launched a successful coup and indicated that it
will conduct free and fair elections once the state of emergency is over.7 Many citizens
have since protested the military takeover, and are asking for power to be restored to
the previously elected leaders. These efforts have been  met with armed resistance
which has resulted in the deaths of hundreds.8 This is happening concurrently with the
ongoing Rohingya refugee crisis in which the Rohingya people continue to face in
Myanmar where their human rights have been violated.9 The international community is
on high alert and is working towards decisive actions to mitigate and resolve these
problems.10

10 https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086482
9 https://news.un.org/en/focus/rohingya-refugee-crisis
8 https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086482
7 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55902070
6 https://news.un.org/en/audio/2021/03/1087802
5 https://dppa.un.org/en/women-peace-and-security
4 https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1888(2009)
3 https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1820(2008)
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https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2021-01-06/remarks-security-council-challenges-of-maintaining-peac
e-and-security-fragile-contexts

1 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N00/720/18/PDF/N0072018.pdf?OpenElement
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